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{ Friendly Conference , 


Between a 


Minifter, and a Pariſhioner 
Of his, 
nclining to QSnakeriſm ; Where- 
in the abſurd Opinions of that Se# 
are deteged, and expoſed toa juſt 
- Cenſure, 


Y good Friend, and 
Neighbourz I cannot 
but obſcrve an Alte- 
ration in your very 


did proceed from 
' fome great diſturbance in your mind ; There- 
fore I have ſent for you, that if itbe in my 
power,lI may give ſome caſe to your thoughts. 
And I hope you will be free _ me, _—_ 

ar 
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far open your ſelf , that 1 may have an op- 
portunity, to expreſs the true friendſhip I 
bear towards you. . 

Pariſh, I thank you for your Charity z I 
perceive you can read my diſturbance in my 
Face, and ſeeing you invite me to diſcover | 
the reaſons of it, I will conceal nothing from | 
you. . 
There are no Temporal Afﬀairs which of- } 
fer any diſquiet to my thoughts : it's nothing 
of this Lite , but what concerns the next , 
which is the cauſe of the perplexity , which 
(I perceive by you) is fo vilible in me. I 
muſt confeſs that of late, I have read the 
Books, and frequented the Company of ſome 
Duakers : and to my Appreheufion , they 
argue ſtrongly. They politively affirm that 
they are the People of God. You implead 
them for Cheats and Impoſtors : If they be 
in the right, God forbid , that I ſhould be 
found in. any other way : it you be in the 
right, I am ſenſible of my danger, if I de- 
ſert you : for mine own part (it I know mine 
own thoughts) I have no paſſhon, or intereſt 
to gratific, beſides the Salvation of my poor 
Soul.and gladly would I do for the beſt, God 
direct me. It you can convince me that theſe 
People walk in any perverſe way, I ſhall ſoon 
abandon all communion with them , but if 
you cannot ſo do, you muſt not wonder, that 
I wholly joyn with them , in the exerciſe of 
Religion, | 

Mig. 
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Ain, I thank you for your freedom, and 
commend your ſerious inclinations , and I 
wiſh you well adviſed in the condud of them. 
I muſt confeſs that I have been often told , 
that you have frequented the Company of 
Drakers : and am confirmed in that report by 
your own confeſſion 3 yet am not a little plea- 
ſed, that you are not ſo far gone, but that you 
are willing to try the Spirit of Pxakeriſm,be- 
fore you will altogether yield to the Deluſi- 
ons of it. Therefore. 1 pray dcclare the 
Grounds of your Diffatisfaftion 3; and (© 
long as you keep within the bounds of your 
wonted Modeſty, and Humility (fo rarcly to 
be found amongſt thoſe of that Se) I ſhall 
not deſpair to give you full fatisfaion in 
your moſt important Scruples. 

Par. I am glad that you ſent for me , and 
more glad that I had the good Manners to 
be ready at your Call: and take it not for flat- 
tery it I tell you , that the Reſpe&s which I 
bear to your Perſon,are mot fincere and cor- 
dial 3 therefore ſhall I the more willingly dil- 
cover my. Diſguſts, and the cauſe of my pre» 
ſent DiſſatisfaCtion. 

Min. 1do in all gratitude accept the Ex- 
preſſions of your "Aﬀettion, and I beſeech 
you to make no longer Delays , but declare 
what it is that gives you this Diſturbance. 

Par. Being upon a certain time, at a 2#4- 
kers Meeting,a Notable Speaker (being there) 
propounded this to the Conſciences of the 
B 2 Hearzers 3 
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Hearers 3 Whether any among them could 
afhrm,that he had received any Spiritual Ad- 
vantage by his long frequenting of the Szee- 
ple-houſes ? and bad him, if after enquiry 
he found no profit by it, further propound 
this Quzry to himſelf , Why em 1 thu ? for | 
it God had any regard to the Prieſts, or | 
their Worſhip, he would not be wanting to 
give a Bleſſing to their Ways, to which (faid } 
he) experience ſhews the contrary. Now | 
comparing what he ſaid, with the Corrupti- |} 
ons of mine own heart, the words became 
a great wound in it, and made me conclude, 
that all this while I have been in a wrong 
Box 3 and that if the preſent Miniſtry were 
from God, it would have witneſfed it ſelf by 

its efficacy. 
Some Miz, Let me tell you here, that it is im- 
Mens not poſſible for you to give any right judgment of 
omg the efficacy of any Divine Ordinance by the 
ae ; preſent apprehention you have of its opera- 
Miniſtry, tion upon you , neither is the goodneſs or 
nor char- badneſs of the Miniſtry , to be meaſured by 
pore on the want of a ſenſible effe&t upon the hearts 
"7 «rs Of indiſpoſed, and careleſs Hearers, but from 
* Its agrecableneſs to the Divine Inſtitution , 
and real tendency toits proper end, the Sal- 
vation of Souls, Was Rachel's Barrennels 
imputable unto Facob ? The Sower in Matt. 
I 3. ſows his ſced, and we read of a great 
miſcarriage, but where was the fault? in the 
Sced or Soil? Or was it not in the —_ 
who 
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who had mingled Tares therewith ? Iſaiah 
of old complained, that he had Iaboured in 
vain, and ſpent his ſtrength, for nought, and 
in vain, Eſai. 49. 4+ Did this Conteſſion of 
his; render him a falſe Prophet ? Or did Fe- 
remiah's ill Succeſs in his Miniſtry, accuſe 
3 him,' and excuſe that Rebellious People a- 
mong whom he exerciſed it ? Many that 
3 & heard Chriſt himſelf received no benefit 3 wit- 
3 nels the Tears he ſhed over Stiff-necked Fe- 

;  & 7zſalem; Muſt their Non-proficiency blemiſh 
the Excellency of his Dodtrine ? A Man di- 
ſtemper'd in his health , may receive good 
food, which may turn to unwholſome Hu- 
mours 3 Is the meat, or the diſorder of his 
Stomach to be blamed ? I wiſh that ſome of 
our moſt Zealous Separatiſts, would here 
conlider, that we muſt not eſteem that, moſt 
powerful , and profitable , which produceth 
only Senlible Conſolations, working upon the 
tender Inferiour Faculties of the Soul : where- 
as the ſtrong grown Chriſtian (ſuch as the 
Engliſh Miniſtry defigns to make men) hath 
his Religion ſeated in the Rational Powers , 
and meaſures not the goodneſs of the Mini- 
ſiry from thoſe little warmths, heats, and fla- 
ſhes (which Weak Heads admire as Divine 
Fires) but from its tendency to uniform , 
through, conſcientious Obedience, that is, 
the performance of all Duty in its Latitude , 
both to God and Man, together with our 
{elves : Real profit is obcdienge, and holineſs 
B 3 of 
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of Life not Talkativeneſs, Cenſorioufneſs, 
fingularity, ſome little warmth of affeQion, 
or haſty conccits of Gods favour ; ſo 'thatit 
you ſtate the queſtion right, it will be this 3 
not whether you have profited by our mt- 
niſtry, but whether you might not have pro» | 
fited, had not the fault been in your ſelves? Þ 
Alas ! it's our hearts grief, that our. people 
ſhould come into the Church, as. the beaſts ' 
into Noah's Ark go out beaſts,as they came | 
in beaſts 3 or like unto Pharaoh's lean Kine, 
no fatter forall their teeding. Can you ima» 
gine that the Divine juſtice will charge upon 
the Miniſtry the non-prohiciency of their peo» 
ple, when the neglect is not in them? who 
then fo miſerable as they ? but that which is 
the comtort of ay. good Minifters is, that they 
mult give an account of their labours, but not 
of the ſucceſs of them. We are Embaſ[a- 
dours for Chriſt now Embaſſadours are not 
to be judged by the ſucceſs of their Embaſſy, 
but:by their integrity, and a due regard to 
their Inſtructions. It will not be ask*t us at 
the great day what ſouls we have gained, but 
what faithtulneſs we have uſed in our Mi- 
nifiration 3 and our reward ſhall be accord- 
ing toour Labours, and not according to the 
ſucceſs of them,as you may'be informed from 
Kanrd dy 1 Cor, 3. 8. Every man ſhall receive bis own 
wndy « reward according to his own labour. The duſt 
x7: 73y of our feet will condemn ſuch as will not pro- 
 xapnty. fit by our Doctrine. Whether they bear or 


for 
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forbeay, yet ſhall they know that there hath been S*eurus 
& Prophet among them. Ezek,2.5.and though — = 
our labour be in vain as to men, yet it is not moms 
invain in the Lord, who is ſo righteous, that cuare de- 
he will accept our labour of love, and reward ffs. 
every man according to his workg. Heb. 6.10. Oo 
Par. Icannot reply to the reaſon of your ,, : 
Arguments: only ſatisfy me how it comes 
to paſs, that you ſhould pretend to be the 
Miniſters of God, yet acknowledge, that you 
are ſent upon a fruitle(s errand? 

Min. We acknowledge noſuch thing 3 for 
we cannot yield our errand to be fruitleſs, e- 
ven to the moſt obdurate, and impenitent 
(2 Cor.2.15,16. ) to whom it is the ſavoury 
of death, unto death, for the glory of Gods 
revenging juftice to thoſe that have rejected 
his mercy. 

Par. Is this all the fruit of your Doctrines? 

- Min, No, for ( bleſſed be God |) wecan 
give a more comfortable account of our La- 
bours then this : For if you, 2nd others have 
not profited by our Labours, we can inſtance 
in thoſe that have 3 who have given large 
teſtimonies of their proficiency, by the exem- 
plary holineſs of their lives, and will be one 
day dreadful witneſſes, againſt the deſpiſers 
of that Miniſtry, and thepublick ordinances, 
which thoſe holy Souls fo profited by. 

Par. It cannot be denyed, but that many 
have frequented thoſe Ordinances ( 45 you call 
them ) yet have truly reaped no beneht by 

B 4 them 3 
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them ; therefore you cannot but conclude, 
that they axe under a great diſcouragement, 
in attending there any longer, 

Min. 1ſhall yield to the matter of faCt,but 
not co your placing of the fault. Shall theDi- 
vine Ordinances, or thoſe to whoſe Miniſtra- - Þ 
tion they are committed, be blamed for the * 
ignorance or negligence of the hearers ? 

Par, But if I (hould grant your Miniſtry ' 
doth ſome good, yet the Quakers may well | 
deſpiſc ic, having Teachers of their own,who | 
work far more powerfully upon them. 

The Qua- Min, It their Speakers did work on their 
kers pre- undcrfiandings, they would have more know- 
renfions ledg in Keligion then moſt of them have if 
ro the Spi- on their memories, they would be able to give 
ritof God , yetter account of thoſe immcthodical and 
-- 7 oi broken diſcourſes atterwards,fo that in truth 
thcy work only upon their fancy, not by any 

efhcacy of the Matter,or power in theSpeaker, 

but trom the miſconceit of the hearers 3 asit 

was with the followers of Simon Magus, who 

were ſo wrought upon by certain words 

which he uſed, that they were 


(z)Art Rome he was e- I b c d 
nada Ged.cnd bed n an extaſy, and ſtood amazed, 


ſo bewitched the Peo- © if they aye mad ( 4), be- 
plethere, that they ee Cauſe they believed him to be the 
retted a Statue ro him Mighty Power of God (b), and 
Simons Deo Sarfto, Eu- yet this Simon had no part in 
ed. txet's BIR lie 2 the gift of the Holy Gbojt (), 

(6) Atts 8.10, 11, Par. But why do. you com» 
(c) Aﬀts 8.21, pare the Speakers to ſuch a re- 


probate 


Q oO © may 


—_— 
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probate as Simon Magus, when «s they ſpeak 
from the heart, and ( as the Prophets of old) 
are much moved in Spirit, when the hand of 
the Lord is upon them.and is not their Trem- 
bling, Sobbing , Sweating, Foaming , &c. 
vilible workings of the Spirit of God? 

Min. The Lord came in a ſtill ſmall voice. 
1 Kings 19,2. But theſe are more like the 


workings of another Spirit, Luke 8. 39. and 


you may find the picture of your Speakers 
drawn by Virgil (a Heathen Poet) where he 
brings in the Sibil poſſeſſed with her Dzmon, 
going to tell Aneas his fortune 3 which ſince 
you underſtand not Latine, I will give it you 
in Engliſh, 


This ſaid, ber colour chang'd, nor did ber face, 

Or comelytreſſes, keep their former grace, 

Her breſt doth paut,andfrom ber ſwelling beart, 

A furious rage ſpreads over every part 3 

Her woice,and Stature ſeems to change,when ſhe, (4) Virg, 
Inſpired was,by ber kind Deity. (4d ) An.be *' 


Thus alſo when Montanis ( @ branded He- 74 namine 
retich,) ſaw any of his paxty tremble and Ponies 
foam, and fall into theſe 'extaties 3 he would #1 ome 
ſay, behold it is the Lord that moves the © 
hearts of men into extalies ( e ) : Wherefore (e) Epiph. 
I would not have you to take all for Gold that adver- 
gliſters 5 but remember Sathan delights to —_ 
counterfeit, and can turn himſelf into an An- P37 
gel of light CF), and thereby has deceived as « f2cor; 


wile 11.14. 
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wiſe menas either theQuakers,or their Teach- 
1Joh 4.1, ets. Ido with St. Fcbx adviſe you to try the 
Spir##s, before you truſt to them. 

Par. I try them, and that by their fruits, | 
and I ſee they are of good lives, and fo cannot ® 
be led by an evil Spirit. ; 

Min. You mult not be too confident of that ' 
inference; for you cannot ſee their hearts,and 
Sathan doth often connive at the outward ? 
Sanity of talſe Teachers, to make their Do» © 

ſg) Epi- Etrines more taking: thus Hierax '(g), Peter | 
phan.in the Anchorite (hb), Pelagins (i), and many 
7 %ha 67. of the oldDecceivers lived ſeeming]y very well, 
( b) idim bat were condenined for their unſound judg- 
in ker. 40, Ment (k) And it you had judged their Spi- 
11. rit , by their outward converſation , you | 


C)&ry- would have received the moſt prodigious | 


_ blaſphemics. Whereas our Saviour faith of | 


16, Hereticks, and falſe Prophets, ye (ball know | 
(k) Ki» them by their fruits, Math.7.16. He means by | 
T&@ oxy the: fruits and ill conſequences of their Do- | 
#15; a- rines, and not outward converſation; hy- | 
xacgigyr) pocriſy being ſpun of ſo finea thread,that none F 
Þ xphowy but the great Searcher of hearts, can diſtin- F 
$xvow | guilſh it from lincerity ; for even thoſe ſame 
#vbaoy. tallc.Prophets were ſuch as our Saviour ſaid 
Clem,Alx. ſhould come in Sheeps clothing, that is, under 
Mroteh.. the diſpuiſe of a ſecming innocence , whilli 
within they ſhould be ravening Wolves. And 

it you look narrowly upon the Speaktrs,many 

of them make their pretended : Holineſs, a 

Cloak for evil dcligns, and divers of them 

who 


_ — . 5 qa em_rT 


bt hd 


3 their deeds would deſtroy their trade ; their 
$ practiſes. demoliſh their protefſion (1). Some ftate 
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who have been much} admired for a time, 
have been by the Quakers themſelves reje&ed 
for arrant cheats. *Tis obſervable that Sa- 
thans Emiſfſaries, and Factors, have been 


perſons of {ſmooth moral Lives, for otherwiſe (DCrefſ 


( an Apg- 


of the moſt Moraliz'd Emperors were the fromthe 


work Perſccutors ( m ). Agelizs Biſhop of Church of 
3 the Novatians led vitam plane Apoſtolicam 


England ) 


= » makes the 
went barcfoot.and uſed other ſcveritics, as do ſeverities 


the Papitis at this day 3 from whence we. can of the Car- 
make no Argument, that their Dofrines are **%/#n» 
therefore ſound. DC 
Par, But why do you complain thus of the js re--. 
Speakers, when Miniſters are far worſe 3 And volt. | 


now that you put meupon it, I ſhall give you (®)Seers+ 


_ 44 OE - tes Hifſt;c 
the true cauſe of mens non-proficiency.and in- Ecchl,4 


deed ſeparation, which is occaſioned by the cg, :* + 
Scandalous lives of ſome Minittcrs, whole be- | 
haviour is ſuch, that they become obnoxious 

to the greateſt cenſure, and have cauſed both 
themſelves and Doctrines to ſtink in the No- 

firils of the People. 

Mit, That there are ſcandalous Minitters in 
theWorld,is too fad a truth;and which indeed 
ought'to be lamented in the molt brinilh tearsz 
But then it ought to be contider*d, that in a 
ſetled National Miniſtry ( ſuch as ours is 
confifting of great Numbers in Holy Orders, 
it cannot be expected to be otherwil:, but 
that ſome men,tor a corrnpt Interclt, will in- 

trude 
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trude themſelves into theſe facred Offices 3 
which is not to be charged upon our funQion, 
ſince there was a Judas among the choſen 
twelve, But then , as a little blaſted Corn ? 
makesa great ſhow in a Field, yet when ga- | 
thered together , will lye in a ſmall Room, 2 
foI hope theſe ſcandalous Miniſters will prove 
but few, when compared with the number 
of ſuch, that truly thirſt after the Honour of # 
God in a faithful diſcharge of their Duty. | 
Par. :But are not all Miniſters highly to be | 
blamed in their Lives and Converſation ? 
The effi- Mix, You make that ſcandalous and faulty | 
cacyof which in truth is nothing ſo. This age is fo 
rhe Di- 2 X , 
vine Or- Maliciouſly wicked, that every ſeeming fault 
dinances ina Clergy-man is aggravated to the higheſt | 
depends pitch 3 every Mole-hill is made a Mountain, | 
th W..2 andevery Mote a Beam. Let our actions be | 
Or- . "wk 
thineſs. of Never {o innocent 3 a wrong conſtruction is | 
the Mi- put upon them , to render us odious. If a | 
niſter. Clergy-man mannage his outward affairs by 
Prudential rules, and frees himſelf from the 
charge of Inhidelity * by caring honeſily for 
his Family 3 then he is covetous 3 If he be 
free and bountiful, then he is Prodigal. If 
he pleaſe not-all ( which is impoſſible ) then 
heis this, or he is that: You know Chriſt 
himſelf had not.every ones good word : dit- 
ferent humours will have diftcrent ſentiments: 
and it Innocency it ſelt could not eſcape the 
lath of Tongues, we mult not hope to be free. 
I pray God, we may o live as to pleaſe him: 
and 


* 1 Tim. 
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and then let unruly Tongues wagg, till they 
be weary. 

We are very ſenſible that there are three 
ſorts of men , who make it their buſineſs to 


$ ſcandalize and defame Miniſters. 


Par. Ipray who are they ? 
Min. You may ſoon imagine who I mean : 


: | Firſt all Atheiſtical profane wretches, who as 


well deride Religion it ſelf, as all Religious 

perſons, thinking to hide their ſhame by re- 4 a,y1v, 
proaching the rule F and making thoſe ri- :4«f7 f 
diculous who would preſs them to walk by it. #«m gue 
David of old ſaid that the Drunkards made ©/1deriis 
Songs of him : and it will be thus, as long as vt ng 
Sathan has a Friend that will eſpouſe his in- guntur, 
tereſt. Next are the Pepiſts who have made Laftane 
it achief part of their polity, to bring our 1n{-b7-c.. 
Clergy under all the contempt they can; and 

you may imagine for what reaſon they do it. 

And laſtly the @wakers in this reſpect have out-. 

done them all, and have driven on the defign 

of Rome, whetting their Tongues to ſpeak the * Now in. 
moſt Prodigious lies, that is in the power of ce/imus 
Malice to invent *. Theſe like Edom,IÞmael, ©4werſari- 
and Moab,are all in confederacy againſt Iſrael, Ponte 


? 1s Of con- 


| and the moſt innocent have not eſcaped the tumeis, 


$i cut 
plerique faciunt , rationum (ff Argamentorun infirmitatem. ms« 
lediftis obtrgentes, GregOr. Nazianz. 
Prima ſemper irarum tela ſunt maledifia, ty que non poſſe 
mas imbecilles, optamus iratis Salvian,Gub. Dei. 1. 3. 


laſh 
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6,7,8, 

Par, But the main Quzry is behind : you I * 
do acknowledge that ſome Miniſters are ſcan- 
dalous 3 how then is it poſſible tor the people 
living under ſuch, to receive any profit or e- FF 
dification from them? q 

Min. Your great miſtake lies here, in ſup» 2 
poling the efficacy of the Divine Ordinances, 3 
to depend upon the worthineſs of the perſons ? 
concerned in the Miniftration of them : herein ? 
the Quakers are worſe then the very Pas | 
piſts' and contrary to all the Ancient Fa- 
thers F. 3 


4a Ss A ——"IY «a *« 


® Non er- 
go ſacer- 
dots ini c 
quitas effeum impedit Sacramenti , ſicut nec infirmitas medici 
virtutem medicing corrumpit, Innocen. . x 


PR OY 
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Par. Can you ſuppoſe then that an evil man 
can be a Miniſter of Chriſt ? l 

Min. What do you think of Judas and Ni- } 
cholas the Deacon ? Solomon you know fell | 
into the grievous {in of Idolatry, yet for all 
that we burn not his Books of Proverbs, Ee- 
clefiaftes, and Canticles, but eſteem them as 
infpired Writings. You know that Noah's 
Ark was a Typical repreſentation of the 
Church of Chriſt, and it cannot be imagined Ill 
that Noah and his Family could frame fo vaſt 
a Building in ſo ſmall a time; therefore we It 
muſt conclude that ſeveral helpt to frame that 
building, which themſelves had no benehit of, | 


> ths 
—AT, $358. 
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when the Deluge came. Even o it's poſſible, The un- 


that ſome may be inſtrumental in the ſaving Elean 
of others, by Preaching the Goſpel to them, _— 
yet themſelves receive the doom of Caſtaways, the ark 


x Cor. 9. 27. The truth hereot will further roo,and 


© appear from Phil.1.15. Where St. Paul Gith of more 

4 that ſome preach Chrift even of ſtrife aud ex» 

3 vp; then obſerve ver. 18, Whether in puugnns clenn. 
. * or truth Chriſt is preached, I berein 

3 andwill rejoyce : Thus it pleaſed God to bring 

3 light out of darkneſs: I am to look at the 


kinds 
then the 


r 


Water,and not at the Conduit through which 
it is convey*d. We bave this treaſure in earthen 


veſſels, ith the Apoſtle. The reaſon given 
J is, that the. excellency of the power may be of 


; i God and not of w. Pray conſult As 3. 12. 


—_— 


OA 


wWrr'2 OO wt 


& where the Apoſiles St. Peter and St. Jobz fore» 


warn the People from aſcribing the Miracles 


wrought by them to their power, and bolineſr, 

g and refer it wholy to the power of Chriſt. A 

i. 3 good ſtomach reſpedts the meat without in- 
J quiring after the hand that dreſſed it. The 


Scribes and Phariſees were got into Moſes 
Chayr, our Saviour bids not the people, pull 
them down, 'but gives them an eternal Docu- 
ment how-to behave themſelves, when ſuch 
Teachers fall to their ſhare, (viz.) whatſoe- 
ver they bad them to obſerve, that to obſerve 
and do,but not to doafter their works, Matth, 
23. 3} And you cannot but acknowledge 
that you have heard many excellent diſcour- 


ſes from the Pulpit, preſſing your reſpective 
dutics 
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ties both to God and man. And will you 
tell the Great Judge at the Great day that 
your non-proficiency, was occaſioned by the 
Scandalous life of your Miniſter ? or will an 
impudent upbraiding of the Miniſter with 


his faults, excuſe you in the negle& of your | 


duty ? 


Por. I muſt confeſs that you have given : 


me ſome ſatisfa&tion in this particular : 1 ſhall 
now proceed in the diſcovery of my other 
ſcruplcs. 

Mix. 1 ſhall not deſpair ( with the Divine 
aſſiſtance _) but to give you equal ſatisfation 
in your remaining doubts; and your inge- 
nuity gives me large hopes of diverting you 
from that erroneous way, to which you have 
too long, inclined. Therefore I pray, men- 
tion your objections. 

Par. T muſt confeſs ( with ſome regret ) 
I have not left my old cuſtom of faying ( Tow) 
though I ſpeak to a fingle perſon, in this re- 
ſpe& the Quakers ſeem to have the advan- 
tage of thoſe,that differ from them. 

Min. 1 pray rcſolve me this queſtion 3 whe- 


(Tov) to ther Religion ſuffer by ſaying ( Tox) when 


a ſingle 
perſon 


we addreſs our ſelves toa lingle perſon ? if it } 


do, declare wherein, if it donot, why do you 


_—_— trouble your own and other mens Conſcien- 


ces ina buline(s wherein Religion is no ways 
concerned ? 

Par. But is it not more proper to fay 
(Thou) then (Tow) to a ſingle perſon. 


Mix. 
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Min. If propriety of Speech be the 
thing, you had beſt challenge School-Ma- 
ſters and Grammarians to diſpute the point 
(ſome of which do very learnedly detend 
the uſe of (you) to a ſingle perſon) * aud 


 & not trouble mens Conſciences in a caſe where 


they are not concerned. And here let me 
tell you, that the Phariſees were not more 


* I their Pots and Cups , than the Quakers are 


in this very thing, and other nicctics of this 
nature: who while in other things they de- 
claim ſo much againſt our Forms, and Cere- 
monies, do herein betray the greateſt For- 
mality imaginable. But ſeeing you ſtand 
upon the propriety of the thing, let me tell 
you, that Uſage gives the (tamp to Speech, 
and Cuſtome is the only Law, to make 
words, or phraſes, proper, or improper. 

Par. But what do you fay to that Argu- 
ment which you will find printed in one of 
the Quaker's Books,that God Thou'd Adam, 
and Adam Thou'd God ? 

Min. Do you ſuppoſe that God and 44am 
diſcourſed together in Engliſh? If the Tran- 


8 ſlators had uſed Tox for Thox , this ſhadow 


of an Objection had diſappeared. 

Par. But why do you fay Tox to one mart 
and Thou to another ? 

Min. The reaſon is, that cuſtome has fo 
far prevailed that ſometimes we.ſfay Thou t 
expre(s a familiarity 3.to another Tos to (ig+ 
nihe a civil reſpect. C Pai; 


* Walker's 
Part, Þ» 
460, 
Wallz 


guilty of Superſtition, in the waſhing of Gram.lin. 


Ang.p.9. ! 
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Par. Now you ſpeak out, and here let 
me tell you that the Qzakers will triumph 
in the advantage you have given them, tor 
when you addreſs your felves to God, you 
fay (Thou) when to men, you ſay (Tow ) the 
conſequence of all is, that you give more re- # 
ſpect to man, than God. : 

Min, The Bakers will find that they 
have no occaſion to triumph 3 no other in- 
timation of reſpe& being appropriated to Þ 
Tox or Thow, or any other words, but what |} 
they have by cuſtome , and common uſage, 
which in the preſent cafe hath taught us to 
uſe the word Tho in a different ſenſe , in 
Temporal and Spiritual relations : and thus 
it's only in Civil matters that we ſay (Tow) 
to a ſingle perſon : but in Religious Offices 
we ſay (Thos) to the greateſt Perſonages on 
earth, as will appear by conſulting the Othe 
ces of our Church. Whoſoever is to be 
Baptized, the Form of words run thus , 
N, I baptize thee,&c. And you may obſerve 
the ſame, in the Communion Service, in 
Matrimony , and fo in all other Religious 
Offices. 

Par. But while you make uſe of the term 
Thor in Religious Offices, why are you not 
as much bound to uſe it in Civil communi- 
cation ? : 

Min, We ſuppoſe the uſe of (Tow) or 
(Tbox) to be a matter in it felf wholly in- 
diftercnt, and morally neither good, nor 4 

vil, þ 
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vil, and therefore no matter of Conſcience, 
nor juſt occaſion of Scruple 3 but a thing 
imputable to innocent cuſtome, which until 
you can prove ſinful , or unlawful, or any 
where in Scripture prohibited, ſee, how you 
* & canclear your ſelves of the guilt of Super- 
ſition, Phariſaiſm, by laying beavy burdens 
upon the Conſciences of men, when indeed 
God has left them at liberty. 

Pay. But the iſſue of the point will be 
here 3 whether it's lawful to give any Civil 
reſpes to the perſons of men ? 


Scripture-evidence, will be allowed. 

Par. I would have you to know, that 
though I approve of ſome Quakers, yet not 
of thoſe who ſet up the Notions of their 
own brains, above the authority of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures';z I ſhall be as ready to keep 
to the Scripture rule, as your ſel. 

Min, What then do you think of theſe 
Texts(and many more which I could narnc, 
of the like importance.) Honour to whom he- 
noxr is due, Kom,13+7. In bonour preferring 
one another, Rom.12.10, Let the Elders that 
rule well, be counted worthy of double ho- 
nour,t Tim. 5. 17. And bonowe all men, 1 Pet. 

2. 17, 

Par. I ſhould be convinc*t by theſe Texts, 
if other Scriptures did not contradict the 
| C 1 ſenſe 


Min. If that be all, 1 am ready to prove, Civil Ti- 
that it is not only lawtul but our duty,which tles law- 
I ſhall make good, if may arguments from f*l- 
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ſenſe, which you put upon them. 

Min. Name thoſe Scriptures. 

Par. Ibegin with that in As 10. 34. Of 
a truth I perceive that God is no reſpefer of 
perſons 3 which Text I underſtand thus ; | 
that from God Almighty's Example,we are 
not to giveany outward reſpects to the per- 2 
ſons of men. 1 

Min. That you put a falſe interpretation * 
upon theſe words, will evidently appear, if Þ 
youthroughly conſult the foregoing paſſages 
of thatChapterzcſpecially if you call to mind, 
what the viſion of the Sheet to St.Pezer, and 
the viſion of an Angel to Cornelizs, did 
truely irnport : the ſenſe of the Text under # 
debate appearing to be no more than this ;* 
that the Partition Wall is now to be broken}? 
down, and that the Goſpel is Catholick, that 
is, of an univerſal concern, not to be con-# 
hn'd within the narrow limits of oneNation# 
or people 3 but. like the Sun in the Firma-f 
ment which ſhines on all. No matter now} 
where our Country is , who were our Pro-þ 
gcnitors , or what our preſent circumftan- 
ces are, as to the fleſh: for God hath no 
reſpect to our perſonal capacities, whether 
we be Jew or Gentile, Bond or Free,Rich or 
Poor, Noble or Ignoble, in reference to on! 
ſalvation : The qualifications he now looks 
at, is fearing him, and working righteouſyeſs, 
and then we need not fear but to be accepted 
of 2i17, This will now tell you what is meart 

X. by 
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by reſpecting perſons in St.Peter's notion, 
and you will tind the like caſe in Rom.2.11. 
for there is no reſped of perſons with God. 
What is there meant by reſpecting perſous 
inSt.Pau!'s ſenſe, the foregoing Verſe will 
inform you, But glory, honour, and peace to 


F every man that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, 


and alſo to the Gentile. 

Par. But ſuppoſe theſe words do wholly 
relate to the Calling in of the Gentiles: yet 
the four firſt verſes of 2 Jam. will come 
home to my purpoſe 3 the words are theſe, 
My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord 
Feſws Chriſt with reſpeft of perſons , for if 


there come a man into your aſſemblies, with 


= 2 gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come 


a poor man in vile raiment , and you have re- 


= ſped to him that weareth the gay cloathing , 


and not tothe poor, &&c, Are not youthen par- 
tial in your ſelves, and become judges of evil 
thoughts ? &c. Which ſufficiently imply'd 
all outward regard or civil reſpects to the 
perſons of men. 7 

Min. The Apoſtle here forbids not Civil 
reſpeQs, but ſuch fort of reſpes only, as 
_ did violate juſtice in their publick Conliſto- 
ries, when the gaicty and outward ſplendour 
of the Rich tempted them to partiality 3 and 
to give ſuch a ſentence, as agreed not with 
the merit of the cauſe, and this is anſ{wera- 
ble to that in Dext.1.17. Thou ſhalt not have 
reſpeti of perſons in judgment. g 

| C ar. 
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Par. Do you ſuppoſe then that (Afſem- 
blies) here ſignifie places of judgment ? 

Min. This Suppolition will appear to be 
well grounded, when we conſider that the 
Jews had a Law, whereby it was provided 
that when a Rich man and a Poor had a ſuit 
together in their Courts of Judicature, ci- 
ther both muſt Sit , or both Stand in 
the ſame rank, to avoid all marks of partia- 
lity. To the terms of which law the Apoſtle 
here has reference. 

Par. But is it not a more agreeable inter- 
pretation to ſay,that the Apoſile by {ſſem- 
blies means all Civil Mectings whatſoever ? | 
that when Chriſtians meet at a Feaſt, or in 
any place, on whatſoever occation, they 
ſhould ſhew no civil reſpect whatſoever, to Þ 
one more than another ? 

Min. This cannot be his meaning , be- | 
cauſe he then had contradicted what his 
Lord and Maſter had plainly allowed,in Luk, | 
14-8,9,10. When thou art bidden of any man | 
#0 a Wedding, fit not down in the higheſt room, | 
teaſt a more honourable man than thou he bid- 
den of bim: and he that bad thee, and bim, 
come and ſay to thee, give this man place z, and 
thou begin with ſhame totake the loweſt room, 
But when thou art bidden, go and fit down in 
the loweſt room, that when be that bad thee 
cometh , he may ſay unto thee , friend go up 
bigher : then ſhalt tho have worſhip in the pre- 

fence of all that fit at 'meat with thee. 
Where 
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Where difference and degrees of honour 
and place areevidently allowed by our Savi- 
our, plainly intimating, that as one place is 
higher than another , fo ſome perſons are 
more honourable than others 3 and as Di- 
vine worſhip is only due to God , fo Civil 
wor(hip or reſpe&, is due to man 3 yea and 


2 to one manmore than another. 


Par. But what doyou ſay to that plain 
precept of Chriſts,Mat.23.10. Neither be ye 
called Maſter : for one is your Maſter even 
Chriſt ? | 

Min, Pray anſwer me this Query, did 
Chriſt's command there, relate to Spiritual, 
or Temporal matters ? 

Par. Iſuppoſe it did relate to Spiritual 
affairs z for his Kingdom not being of chis 
world, wecannot ſuppoſe that he gave any 
__ laws for the outward government 
OL 1t, 

Miz. Tf his commands did extend only 
to Spirituals, why then do Z»akers apply 
them to Temporals, ſuch as civil honour 
and civil titles are? but TI pray reſolve me, 
whether a civil and natural title be not ne- 
ceſlary to expreſs a civil and natural relati- 
on ? 

Par, What do you mean ? 

Min. My meaning is plain: do you allow 
your Servant to call you Maſter , or your 
Child to call you Father ? 

Par, Should I nos allow them fo to do , 

| C 4 they 
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they would have no other term of relation, 
to ca!l me by. 
Min. Now you have confuted your (elf, 
Par. Wherein ? 
Min. In allowing your Child to call you 
Father, and your Servant Maſter. f 
Par, Poſſibly 1 have been faulty in ſuffe- | 
ring my Servants to call me Maſter. ; 
' Min, You arc as faulty to ſuffcr your 
Children to call you Father, 
Par. How do you make that good ? 
Min. With caſc: for in the fam notion | 
that we are forbidden tocall Maſter, we are # 
alſo forbidden to call Father : for in the fore- 
going verſe of the Text objeed it's faid , 
Call no man Father upon earth, So then the 
Daakers bring this Tenent to this ſtrange re- | 
ſalt, that a child muſt honour his father , 
but mult not call hirm father, that a Servant 
mult obey his Maſter, but muſt not call him B 
Maſtcr. And had our Saviours command | 
agreed with the Quakers interpretation of | 
.it , then had St.Stepber and St.Part been 
highly reproveable when both begun their Þ 
Speeches at Jeruſalem in theſe words, Men, 
Brethres, and Fathers, &c. Atis 7.2. & 22.1, 
Was it not ſtrange that they ſhould uſe the 
term of Fathers, when Chriſt faith, Call xo 
man Father, and as highly reproveable for 
enjoining Servants to obey their Maſters , 
when Chriſt had faid,Call no man maſter.&c. 
as it the Goſpel continued the Duty to Pa- 
| rents 
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rents and Maſters, yet forbad the Title, x 
Tim.6.1,2,344,5- Eph. Chap. 6. Col, Chap. 


2 Par. But if our Lord condemns not all 
civil Titles, what then do theſe words mean? 

Min. For your fatisfaQtion herein : you 
muſt know that the Scribes and Phariſees 


3 had ſo far incroacht upon Chriſts Pro- 


phetick and Regal offices, that they had u- 
ſurped an abſolute Authority, and Domi- 
nion over the Faith and Conſciences of 
men 3 impoſing the traditions and inventi- 
ons of their own Brains as ſo many abſolute 
Laws in the Church of God, and not onl 
ſo, but aſſumed Titles an{werable to thofe 
uſurpations which were [Rabbi] | Father] 
and | Maſter ] and ſome of theſe great de- 
mure cheats were as Lordly in their Sauhe- 
drim,; as the Roman Biſhopin the Conclave, 
or as George Fox is faid to be at Devonſhire 
houſe. Now it was this Spiritual Tyranny 
and Arrogancy of the Scribes and Phariſees 
which our Saviour condemns in theſe Ti- ]. 
tles, and no Civil Titles whatſoever. The 
ſenſe of the Text under debate, will pre- 
ſently appear, if the Apoſtles diſtinction in 
Heb. 12. 9. be admitted ; where he men- 
tions Fathers after the fleſh to whom we 
owe Reverence and Obedience in all things 
which concern the fleſhz and a Father after 
the Spirit to whom we are fubje& in all 
things which concern the Spirit : For - = 
ous, 
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Souls, Spirits, and Conſciences, as we can 
have no Father, ſo we can have no Maſter 
og upon Earth. So that we mult not ambiti- 
* ouſly affe& ſuch arrogant Titles our ſelves, 
Dixit hoc nor give them to others in the Phariſces 
Feſus, no ſenſe, viz. as a teſtimony of our implicite 
C _ b4- faith in them, or of their abſolute dominion 
patres, ſed Over our Conſciences, for in this ſenſe God 
ne & patri- Only is to be called, and accounted our Fa- 
bus (y ma- ther and Maſter. 
tribus,ad Par. I will but defire your reſolution in 
= =_ another Scripture which ſeems to forbid all 
am ſubdy- outward reſpect to man; it's in Luke 10. 
cemur, E- V. 4 Salute no man by the way. 
piphan, Min. Do you ſuppoſe that Text is taken 


adVe in a literal ſenſe ? 


+»; Par, I {upoſe it is. 
3; Min. Then the 2xakers arc faulty, in 


cver making uſe of a-purſe, and highly to 
be blamed, becauſe they gq not always bare- 
foot z the whole verſe running thus, carry 
weither purſe, nor ſcrip, nor ſhoes, and ſa- 
Inte no man by the way, 

Par. What then is the meaning of that 
Text ? 

Min. You muſt know that when our 
Lord had commiſſonated the Seventy to 
preach the Goſpel to ſeveral particular Ci- 
ties, that they might give hima ſpeedy ac- 
count of their ſucceſs, he. faith, Salate zo 
man by the way: as much as it he had faid , 


your preſent commiſſion requires a ſpecdy 
EXC> 
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execution , and the haſt thereof is ſuch 
that you cannot now perform ſuch offices 
of Friendſhip, as at other times you may: 
becauſe at this time they will prove an im- 
pediment to the preſent Miniſtry*. 


® Sronum 


Par, What reaſop have you to ſuppoſe 42 eſti 
that this command had a reference only to eatienis |, 
that particular juncture ? ut 2 Reg, 

Min. Becauſe our Saviour elſewhere 1457: © 


. . P ud Ori- 
faith, when you come into a bouſe ſalute it, gre. ah 


Matth.10.12. and Rom.16. ſeems to be al> ain iftee ſa- 
moſt wholy compoſed of Salutations as you {vtationes, 
may fee at large, Sce alſo Phil.4.21. 1 Cor. ——_— 
16, 19, 2 Cor.13.13. To all this I may add ,[.,1,, on. 
the reaſon of the thing, which will render plexitus, 
the objection more frivolous : for a faluta- perennfte- 
tion is only an outward teſtification of love —_— n, 
and affetion. And can any be ſo ſenſeleſs hn A.” 
as to ſuppoſe the Religion of love forbids gyntur. 
your Characters and cxpreſſions of it ? the Grot: in 
uſage is Chriſtian and commendable, con- Luk,10+6- 
liſting of Prayers and well-wiſhes to thoſe 
we meet, and is a tcſtification of our reve- 
rence to the Image of God, whereſoever 
we do meet with it, and of our reſpect ts 
humane nature. 

And for your further confirmation I have 
this to add, that th: practice of the Saints 
herein, do's ſufficiently vindicate the law- 
fulneſs of the thing. I begin with Facobs 
demeanour towards his B:other Eſau, re- 
corded Gen, 33. Where you will find that 
Facob 
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acob calls himſelf no leſs then five times 

is Servant, and called Eſax cight times his 
Lord, and when they met bowed ſeyen 
times before him : which Civility and man- 
ners, in all probability he learned from his | 
Grand-Father Abraham, of whom we read | 
that he bowed down himſelf to the Children 
of the land, Gen.23.12, When Eli repro- ! 
ved Haunah ſuppoling ſhe had been drunk, ! 
the miſtake whereot might have provoked *' 
her being Innocent, yet ſhe made no paſſio- | 
nate reply: but faid, o my Lord, for I am 
a woman of a ſorrowful Spirit, 1 Sam.2.15, | 
Pray obſerve with what civility Mephibo- | 
ſeth congratulates Davids return, at every |} 
addreſs, it is, My Lord the King, let bim 
take all, for as ws as my Lord tbe King is re- 
turned in peace, 2 Sams 19,30, Next TI 
will ſhew you that there is the ſame ſtrain 
along in the new Teſtament. St. Lake de- 
dicating his Goſpel to Theophilus, falutes 
him with the Title of moſt excellent Theophi- 
Ixs,Chap. 1.3. The Apoſtles Barnabas and 
Paul cryed among the People, Sirs,wby do 
ye theſe things ? Air. 14. 15. Though Feſtus 
was a Heathen, yet St. Paul addreſſes him- 
ſelf to him with the Title of moſt noble 
Feſtw, Alis.25.26.and he no ways abridgeth 
Agripps of his Royal Titles, but calls him 
King Agrippa : and St. Fobn in his ſecond 
Epiſtle writes to the ele& Lady : and St. Pe- 
#or commends Sarah not only __ 

ra- 
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Abrabam, but alſo for calling him Lord, 2 
Pet. 3. 6. And there is one thing more 
which is to me very remarkable, that 
Friendſhip is a great Moral and Chriſtian 
duty : but then take Friend, as it is a civil 
Title, and we ſhall find that our bleſſed 
Saviour gives it even to that infamous Trai- 
tour Judas, Matth, 27. 50. Friend where- 
fore art thou come ? 

Par. I thank you for the fatisfaQtion that 
you have given me herein, and if you pleaſe 
I will go on to propound my next ſcruple. 

You expe&t that all good Chriſtians 
ſhould joyn in Communion with you ; and 
what reaſon have they ſo to do : when in 
your Service-book you confeſs your ſelves 
not only Sinners, but Miſerable Sinners,and 
would you have us joyn with finners ? 

Mix. To puta ſpeedy end to this debate, 
pray reſolve me whether you own Conteſſ- 
on of fin to be the duty of every humble 
penitent ? 

Par. It's yielded that Confeſſion of fin is 
a duty becauſe enjoyned by theſe. Scriptures, 
Pſal. 33. 18, Behold the eye of the Lord is wup- 
on them that fear him : upon them that bope 
in his mercy. 1 Joh.1.9. If we confeſs our 
ſins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſ= 
neſr, Mat.3.6. and were baptized of him in 
Fordan, confeſſing their ſins, 

Min. Then the ſum of your — 
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lies here , that we live in the praiſe of a 


known duty. 
Par. I muſt confeſs that Ltook up this ar- 


gument too haſtily from one Levingſton : 


but I pray reſolve me, whether the publick 
form of Confeſſion be not contraditftory to 
that Evangelical DoQtrine of an unfinning 
ſtate of perfeCtion even in this life ? : 

Min. if Confeſſion of fin be a Chriſtian | 
duty (as all who own the Scriptures muſt | 
acknowledg,) then are we not only innocent 
in the practiſe of it, but conſequently the 
Dwakers notion of Pertcion is utterly 
falſe. 

Par. Do you then deny the Dodrine of 
Perfection ? 

Min, We deny not the Do@rine of Per- 
teftion, but ſuch a notion as the 2uakers 
tave thereof, calling itan unlinning ſtate. 

Par. 1 think it will be no hard task to 
prove that this aſſertion has not only the 
ſtamp of a Divine authority upon it z but 
that in the practiſe of it the Saints in this 
lite have attained to it. 

Min. Make but cither good and I ſhall be 
latistied. 

Par. As to the proof of the Doarine, I 
ſhall not need to ſpend cither my time or 
yours, in multiplying allegations 3 one clear 


. Text will be enough, and ſuch a Text you 


will find, Mat.5.48. Be ye therefore perfed , 
even 45 you" Father which is in beaven is per- 


fed, 


t 
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felt. Where you have not only a precept but 
a pattern from God himſelt ; ſhewing that 
the perfe&ion there required isan-unſmnnin 
perfection. Then as for the praftiſe of this 
precept we read in Scripture the Examples 
of Noeh and Fob, that they were perfe ; 
and of David above both, that he was a man 
after Gods own beart. 

Min. The Text and the inftances which They 
you have produced intavour of this opinion, Ga the 
will ſignify nothing to our preſent caſe. To ns of 
every particular whereof 1 will anſwer the Nova- 
when I have told you, that this Doctrine of !ians, Eu- 
perfection was firſt broached by the grand jo mw : 
Herctick Pelagius whole Opinion and Argu- 42. _— 
ments the @#akers have fioln; but it was were = 
condemned by the Ancient Chriſtians in ſe- communi. 
veral Councils, and alfo confuted by the ex- <*ted by 
cellent Pens of St. Hierom , St. Auguſtine, a oor, 
and Orofius, who all lived when it tirſt ap- ſhops bes 
peared in the World, And it will be little fidesPres- 
to your credit to lick up the vomit of ſuch Þyters, 
as Pelagius, and oppoſe the Do&trine of the ,7 prog 

C 
Fathers. But to go on to your Arguments. Paftors of 
I begin with the Text, be ye perfed, &c. in otherPro- 
which words, our Lord aims only, from vinces, 
God Almighty's example to preſs Charity 
and Mercy to the highelt degree : and this 
will evidently appear from the context. Be- 
gin theretorc with the 43. verſe and fo on, 
where you will tind that our Saviour prefs- 
ing the duty of Charity and Mercy, urgcth 
Its 
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its extent not only to Friends, but alſo to 


Enemies; For ſhould Chriſtianity oblige 
our Charity no further than to Friends, the 
civility of Heathens would vie perfection 
with it 3 the Philoſophers of old having 
taught that in their Schools of Morality 3 


but to love Enemies is the perfeQtion of 


Charity, a Law peculiar to Chriſtianity. 


Be perfef, that is, love your Enemies, bleſs | 
them that curſe you, and pray for them that, | 


deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you. Be 


perfe&t even as your Father is perfett, who | 


having commanded you to love your Ene- 
mies doth himſelf give you an Example for 
your imitation, for he maketh by Sun to riſe 
on the evil, and on the good, and ſendeth 
Rain on the juſt, and on the unjuſt. And 
that this is that our Saviour principally in- 
tends by this precept, will beclear fromall 
contradiQion, if we obſerve how St. Luke 

ns this'very Sermonon the Mount. You 
will find theſe paſſages in Lxke 6. beginning 
at verſ.27. love your Exemies,do good to them 
which bate you, &c.and inſtead of conclu- 
ding in St. Matthews expreſſion, be ye per- 
fea, &c. his words are, be ye merciful even 
as your Father is merciful, ver. 36, 

Pay. I ſhould be very much convinc't 
with your reaſons but for the clauſe of the 
Text, which you take no notice of: where 
God Almighty's example is propounded 
tous for our imitation. And herc I may 


add 
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add another Text of the like importance, 
r Pet. 1.16. intimating that we are com- 
manded to be holy as heis holy, and if we 
could not be unſinningly perfect and holy. in 
vain is the precept propounded to us. 

Min. Could you rightly diſtinguiſh be- 
eween equality and fimilitude, your objecti- 
on would disappear in a moment. For you 
muſt know that it is one thing to be pertect 
after the meaſure of Divine perfeion and 


$ Holineſs; and another thing to be fo, after 
S the manner and nature of it : after the mea- 


ſure, is impoſſible; ſhall the creature mea- 

ſure Perfe&tions with the Creator ? the ve- 

ry Angels themſelves are in his tight com. 
paratively impure. And hall degenerate 

man vie perteions with the Divine Ma- 

jeſty ? a preſumption which brought Lxcifer 

from his ſtation to what he is. But though The qua- 
we cannot Equal, yet we may Imitate the liry 
Divine perfe&ions, which is the only im- *hough 
port of the Text. Take this familiar in- quam; 
ſtance to expreſs my meaning by. A Wri- the fort : 
ting Maſter ſets his Scholar a Copy, with a and kind, 
charge to imitate it : you mult only conſtrue =—_ 
his meaning tobe ſuch , that he mult frame ho 
his letters according to the form of thoſe 
Characters, which are ſet before him; and 

not that he expects he ſhould write accord- 

ing to the perteftion of the Copy. So when 

our Lord faith, be ys perfefi even as your Fa- 

ther is perfett, the words cannot be fo un- 


derſtood 
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. derſtood as that it were poſſible for us, or 
that we were obliged to arrive to the per- 
feQion of the Divine Nature 3 but to be i- 
mitators of him, to write after his Copy, 
and to follow him as the true pattern of 
goodneſs and mercy : therefore he tells us, | 
TJob.13.15. that be hath given ws an example | 
to do as be hath done, that is, to purify our * 
ſelves, as be is pure,1 Joh.3.3. to walk as be | 
walked, and tobe holy in all manner of cox- 
verſation becauſe he was ſo. And it is good 
to ſet the mark as high as may be, fo that Þ 
we may be excited to endeavour nobly z for | 

* Dr,7he, as one wittily obſerved,* He that aims at |} 

Fuller. the Moon, though he do not reach the mark, Þ 

ſhall ſhoot higher than he that levels only at 

the top of a Tree. 

Par. But what do you fay to thoſe in-| 
ſtances 1 gave you of Noah, fob, and Da-ſ 
vid ? 

Mi#. 1 am now ready to give you a re- 
ply tothem: I begin with Noah 3 and do 
confeſs that the Spirit of God gives this 
great charaQter of him, that he was juſt and 
perfeti in his generation, and that be walked 
with God, Gen, 6.5. but the queſtion is,whe- 
ther that perfeRtion attributed to him,did 
fignity ſuch a ftate,as rendred him free from 
all ſin ? 

Par, It is neceſſarily implyed : for how 
can he be ſaid to be pertect who is ſubjeR 


to lin ? 


? 
: 
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Min. Now I will ſhew you from this 
very inſtance which the ©zakers uſe to prove 
perfeion by, according to their notion of 
it,that it overthrows the tenent which they 
thinkto cſtabliſh by it, and that by compa- 
* ring it with Gen. 9. 20,21. where we read 
thatNogh was drunk, & uncovered in bis Tent, 

It may be added that ſome of great note, 
do expound, perfeti in bis generation, to be 
meant comparatively, that is, in reſpe& of 
the men of that Age;F A generation like that 


Þ+ Ztate quidem ſud ſuit juſtus, at fortaſſe non tempore Abre» 
bami ita. Hieron. trade Hebr. 

Noah non erat ut eportwit nift per gratiam, Ber, R, 29. 

* Salvian de gubern, Dei lib.6. 


$ in which St. Salvian * lived, whercin it was 
y accounted a great degree of holinels to belels 
vitious. 

Your next inſtance is of Job, of whom 
the Scripture faith that he was perfed and up- 
right, and that, he feared God andeſchewed 
evil, Job 1. 1, Uprightneſs there ex- 


£4 plains perfetion3 a perfet man he was, 
1e-F that is, upright, ſincere, a fearer of God 
lid Þ avd lover of him, Yet notwithſtanding 


this character that was given, he had his 
failings, accordingly he makes confeilion, 
Chap.7.20. 1 have ſinned, what ſhall I do 
unto thee, O thou preſerver of men ? See alſo 
Chap.4.34-and 42.6. And Job anſwered the 

D 2 Lord 
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Lord and ſaid, behold I am vile, 

And for "your laſt inſtance of David: |} 
you cannot be ignorant(though he was @ mar | 
after Gods own heart ) that he fell into the | 
hainous lins of Adultery and Murder, and |} 
belides the 51 Pſalm which he compoſed up- * 
on that ſad occation, he penned other peni- 
tential Pſalms and Prayers for the pardon of + 
his fins, which would be ſtrange to ask if he /? 
were altogether free from them. So that the |? 
Buakers might as well write againſt thoſe |" 
Pſalms, as againſt the confeſſion in our Ser-F! 
vice Book. 

Par, It perteion fignify not ſuch a ſtate, FF 
as ſuppoſeth us abſolutely tree from all fin, |! 
what then doth it ſignify ? ; 

Min. As perfection is attributed to the}: 
Saints in this life, ir generally ſignihes no 
more than ſincerity, and uprightneſs, a ſer- 
ving God with a ſingle heart, without Hy-F 
pocrilis and Guile : and this you will hndÞ 
in ſuch Bibles as have Marginal notes inf 
them 3 perfef in Gen. 6.9. is noted upright,Þ 
and in Gen..17 1. upright and lincere 3 andÞ 
by obſervation you may hnd the like in moreÞ 
places : for the word in the Original might 
as well be tranſlated upright , as perfeCt. 
See Davids laſt advice to his Son, 1 Chror, 
28.9, And thou Solomon my ſon know thou 
the God of thy Fathers,and ſ2rve him with s 
perf2& heart : That fincerity is there meant 
by a perfect heart, will appear in the fol- 

lowing 
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lowing words , for the Lord ſearcheth all 
hearts,and underſtandeth all the imaginations 


| of the thoughts : that is, he ſees into the 


bottom of our hearts whether they be fin- 


= CCTIC OT NO. . 


Par. But what do you fay to this text ? 


3 Phil.3.15, Let ws therefore 4s many as be per- 


fedt be thus minded. 
Min. Compare it with the 12th erſe, 


3 where it is ſaid, Not as though I had already 
3 attained, either were already perfefi, Make 
2 a right inference from the Text compared, 
{ and you will find the miſtake. 


Par. Do you ſuppoſe the Apoſtle contra- 
digs himſelf ? : 

Min. The Apoſtles words are juſtihable 
from any contradicion allowing the right 


3 conſtrution which ought to be put upon 


them : by perfef, in the Text objected he 
means no more than ſincerity in his Chriſtian 
courſe: by 'perfed in the 12 verſe, a fulneſs 
of Grace, together with the reward of it, 


Z which is not to be had but in a ſtate of Glo- 


ry and Immortality. 

Par. How doth that appear to be his 
ſenſe ? 

Min, Very plainly from the 11 verſe, if 
by any means I might attain to the reſurrection 
of the dead ( then follows ) not 4s though I 
had attained , either were already perfed , 
intimating that he could not be fully per- 
tect till he had attained the Refurrcction of 
D 3 the 


* 
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the dead, where you may obſerve, that the 
ſenſe we give of perfe&ion is agreeable to 
St. Pauls (enſe of it, but yours contradicto- 
ry toit. 

Par. It theſe Scriptures already named 
donot prove an unlinning pertecion : yet } 
that of, x Joh.5. 18. We know that whoſoe- | 
ver is born of God ſinneth not, will put this | 
queſtion out of all doubt. 

Min. That the Zxakers have a wrong|! 
notion of this Scripture, I hope to make e- 
vident to the meaneſt capacity 3 but before! q 
I proceed , will you allow me this funda-Þ 


mental ruth, that the Holy Scriptures do 
no where contradict themſclves? > 

Par. God forbid, that ſuch a thought 
ſhould enter into me, that the infallible Spi- 
rit, by which the Scriptures were writtenÞ 
can contradict himſelf. 

Min, This being granted, the Text un- 
der our debate cannot be . interpreted tolig 
nify, that any in this lite hath gotten an ab- 
ſolute conqueſt over all tin, and that for two 
reaſons. 

Firſt, becauſe St. Fohn here would con- 
rradic other plain Texts, as 1 Kings 8.46, y 
for there is no man that fi nneth not : Prov.20, el 
9, who cau ſay I have made my heart clean, I 1 
am pure from my fin ? Rom.3.23, for all bave a 

finned and come ſhort of the glory of Goa. x 
See Ezek, 18. 24. Eccl.7,20. 2 Chron. 6, 
36, Job.9.29, fam 3.2, Gal, 3. 22 
Secondly, 
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Secondly,becauſe St. John would not only 
contradict others, but himſelf alſo, having 
plainly ſaid, 1 Joh. 1.8. if we ſay we 
have no fin, we deceive our ſelves, and the 
truth is not in ws: to all which let me add, 
that it would be otherwiſe ſtrange that our 
3 Lord ſhould teach his Diſciples to pray, as 
2 often for the forgiveneſs of their fins, as for 
3 their daily bread 3 whilſt that we muſt ſup- 
4 poſe that when they ſo prayed, they had no 
4 Treſpaſſes to forgive, which very inſtance 
being inconſiſtent, is enough to anſwer the 
objection. 

Par. What then do theſe words really 
mean ? 

Mi#., The meaning of the words is this, 
*4 1. he ſfinneth not that ſinunto death, - ver.16. 
2 by ſome expounded to be the unpardonable 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Nor 2. doth , 


an he live in a wilful courſe and trade of fin, x * 9 8” 
129 ob. 3. 9. he makes not fin his buſineſs, he wagſiay. 
ab-W works not in it as a man doth in his trade, 


which is the true ſenſe of the Greek word 

in the Text: and that is the reaſon why = 

wicked men are called in Scripture workers ©? a 

of iniquity, becauſe they do follow it as v: juguler8 

their buſineſs 3 while ſins of weakne(s and bomines 

Infirmity ( which he daily ſtriveFand prays /#2"t de 

. l . *; notte la- 

againſt) are notwithſtanding contiſtent with ,, 

aregenerate Eſtate. 7 Har. 
Par.But is there not one clauſe in theText 

you mention?d, which contradicts the ſenſe 
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you have givenof it ? wherein we read that | 
he that is born of God, cannot fin, where- | 
of you have this reaſon given, becauſe be's | 


born of God. 


Min. The obje&ion will ſoon be anſwe- | 


rcd by conſidering what the Apoſtle means 


by the ſeed of God, which is a new firm |! 


Principle of Grace, and Holineſs, wrought 


in him by the Spirit of God, by which he | 

is kept from habits of wiltul and deliberate | 

. fins, and thus he cannot fin : not through | 
Jdtantun ny Natural, but Moral impoſſibility, I ſay: | 
he Morally cannot do ſo, the powers of | 
poſſimus, his Soul being acted and inflamed by ſuch a |? 


poſſumns 
guod jure 


Divine Principle of Grace and goodnels, as 
will not ſuffer him to live in any known fin 
whatſoever. It he does; hefalls from that 
Holineſs, and forfeits the Divine relation, 
and can no longer be ſaid to be born of God, 


no more than he that has carricd the repute 
ot an honeſt man, can after wilful breaches} 
of Juſtice, and Honeſty, challenge that 


worthy Title. 


Qui fquis ſ* Whocan be ſoconjident to fay that heisÞ 
mmeuP free from all the Infirmities of his Nature? Þ 


txnm dixe- 


rit,aut /y. Who dare fay that he never ſpeaks, thinks, 
perbis or acts amiſs? he that faith he cannot fall Þ 


_ - 4g 
| wut byErrour, is already faln by prides and 


Cypr. de mw 
+ ay & 10: it's true a good man makes not ſin his 


elem, work, and he fins not ſoas to be lyableto 
that diſmal ſentence, Depart from me ye 
works 
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he that ſaith he cannot ſin, fins even in ſaying þ 
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workers of iniquity, Mat.7.23, 

Par. But the Buakers will tell you, that 
denyingperteCtion in their notion of it, you 
give incouragement to lin. 

Min. It you examine the caſe trulv, you 
will find the quite contrary, that the charge 
will fall upon themſelves. Pray, who is 
your Friend, he that faith you have no E- 
nemy, or he that informs you where he 
lurks ? when the Devil perſwadecs man that 
he is clcan and free, a conliderable part of 
his work 15s done3 there is ſmall hopes of 
that mans converltion, who thinks himſelf 
well enough already 3 it's one ſtep to con- 
verſion, to ſee our ſelves unconverted 3 and 
one ſtep to happineſs, to perceive that we 
are miſerable, nay, even miſerable ſinners : 
he is beſotted with his condition that miſia- 
kes his Priſon for a Palace 3 I necd not 
guard my Houſe, when I am ſure that no 
Thieves can enter in: it's vain to offer him 
Phyſick, who concludes himſelf well ; or 
to ſue for redemption , when free from 
thraldom. Math. 9.12. But it on the 0- 
ther hand I find my ſelf weak, then I lay 
hold on him that is ſtrong 3 from a ſenſe of 
my infirmities I ſcck after help. It I tind 
many Enemies, I prepare againſt them. 
If I be throughly convinc't that 1 am beſet 
round with temptations and ſuch {tratagems 
as are under the condut of ſuch a power- 
ful and Politick Enzmy as the Devil is 
WIttH- 
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without me; and to compleat my milſery, 
that T have a falſe and treacherous heart 
within me 3 being in thoſe {ad circumſtances, 
I ſee the neceſſity of a Saviour, ſet my 
watch, and fly from the confidence of fleth, 
to the protcEtion of an Almighty arm. 

Par. I ſhall not yicld the cauſe till you 
have more fully clear'd the point : conſult 
Epb.5.5. Rev.21.27, from whence we may 
learn that no unclean thing can enter into 
theKingdom of Heaven:which implies a ne- 
ceſſity of an unſhinning ſtate even in this lite, 
& that in order to our happinels in the next. 


Miz. I ſhall not need to ſpend much time . 


in refutation of your miſtakes in theſe Scrip- 
tures 3 do but duly conſult them, and the 
beſt commentators on them, and you will 
tind they import no more, than that no un- 
regenerate, and unlanctihed perſon ſhall 
have any ſharc in bli{s and happineſs. 

Par. 1 will give you one Argument more 
for perfeAtion ( as it is taught by the Qua- 
hers ) and thcn I have named all I have. 
that are of any moment 3 by denying per- 
{ction, a fundamental in Divinity is over- 
thrown (viz. that the ſecond Adam has 
gain'd what the firſt Adam loſt, 

Min, Youcannot think that the firſt A- 
dam had a ſtate of ſuch perfection, as to 
make it impoſſible for him to lin, for you 
know,he did actually fall ; ſuch a perfection 
he never loſt, nor did Chritt gain ſuch a 

{tate 
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ſtate for us in this World:We are indeed by 
Chriſt,and the grace of God put into ſuch a 
State,as that we may perform that which 
is neceſſary to our Salvation under the Co- 
venant of Grace, even that which God will 
accept of, through his mercy 3 that is, we 
may pleaſe God, conflidering what he now 
expects, and accepts through Chriſt, as 
well as Adam could, contidering what God 
required then. But if you will ſtretch this 
ſentence to be meant of an cqual perfection, 
to 4dam”s in this lite, you diſcover groſs 
Ignorance in the miſ-timeing that funda- 
mental of yours which you are not to ap- 
ply to this preſent mortal fate, but to the 
life to come : here we have but the carncli 
and firſt fruits of the Spirit, Rom. 5. 23, 
2 Cor.1.22. Ephb.1.14, therctore it is that, 
here we know but in part, and Propbeſy but 
in part, 1 Cor,13. 9. The ſtate of Grace 
here is gradual, We grow by little and 


little, but when that which is perfed is come, 


then that which is in part ſhall be done away. 
ver. 10, Then mind ver.12, For now (that is 
in this life ) we ſee through a glaſs darkly,but 
then (that is in the life to come) face to face. 

zecing God face to face cannot be here, for 
we cannot ſee the face of God and live, Exod, 
33-20. for bere we walk by faith not by ſight, 
2 Cor.5.7. and it's only in the lite to come 
that we mult expect the fruition of the be- 
atitical' vition, 1 Joh.3.2, But that I may 
bring 
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bring this ſubje& to a concluſion, give me 
leave to add, that to argue a ſtate here ftee 
from fin, is to argue againſt matter of fact, 
and the cleareſt conviction and experience 3 
for we read of failings in the beſt of men, 
and have not ſuch their ſhares of troubles 
and vexations in this life ? They ſuffer hun- 
ger, and cold, needs and n:ceſities, the tor- 
menting diſcaſes, and anguiſhes of the body : 
and at laſt yield up the Ghoſt toDeath it ſelf. 

Par, What do you infer from hence ? 

Min, That Chriſtians are not reinſtated 
in this life in the outward part or appenda- 
ges of that perfe&tion which Adam loltzthat 
is, not in a painleſs, ſecurc, immortal ſtate, 
All the miſeries we ſuffer here are but the 
dirc effe&s and conſcquents of fin 3 will you 
ſay then that the cauſe js taken away,and the 
effc&s remain? This impleads the Divine 
juſtice, that ſome ſhould feel the puniſhment 
of fin, whilſt they are not concerned in the 
guilt of itz And fall not the judy of all the 
earth do right ? 

Par. If to be acquainted with ſorrow , 
gricf, ſickneſs, diſeaſes and death, be no- 
thing but the effes of tin: how ſhall our 
Saviour who ſuffered them all , be himſelf 
free from the imputation of it ? 

Miz, Thoſe ſorrows were the effects of 
our ſins, which he in compaſſion to us, took 
voluntarily upon himſclf; it was owr fins , 
which he bare upon his orwn body ; And ta- 
king 
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king upon himſelf our ſorrows and infirmi- Heb. 2, 
ties, he thereby became a more merciful bigh 7: 18. 
Prieſt , For death entred by fin 3 ſo conſe- = 5+ 4 
quently no fin, no death, nor any of its fad y,rn our 
attendants. We free Chriſt from the com- griefs, and 
miſſion of ſin, not from the imputation of <arried 
itz and we confeſs, fin was the occaſion of _ os 
* our Saviours ſufferings 3 but it was our fin, "I 
* not his own. He offered himlfelt to ſuffer 
* allthe miſeries of lite and death, which we 
had deſerved 3 and it was as juſt in God to 
inflict them on him, as it is in a Creditor to 
make the Bends-man, who is able and wil- 
ling, to pay the debt of an indigent Bank- 
rupt: And thus Chriſts ſufferings do till 
more (trong]y prove, they are the juſt deſert 
of lin 3 fince even a ſurety for finners cannot 
elcape them. 

Par. The ſatisfaction which you have gi- 
ven me,invites me to give you ſome turther 
trouble, in the reſolution of my remaining 
doubts. 

You cannot be ignorant how the ©u2kers 
faſten the charge of Phariſaiſm upon the 
Clergy, in having their Pulpits cxalted 3 and 
do they not herein maniteſt on horrible 

ride, and come within the laſh of that re- 

—_ of our Saviour ? Mark 12.38.39. Bz- a bo 
ware of the Scribes, which love to go in long cil Wo- 
cloathing, and love Salutations in the Mar- man at 


P a __ . a , a 11g - Geneve 
F ket-places , and the chief $2ats in the Syna objetted 
P B'gH-7, — againſt 
Mn. Calvin, 
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Min, What our Lord condemndcd in the 
Scribes and Phariſees, was their pride in 
chuling the high places in the Synagogues,in 
a vain preſumption thaf they exceeded all 
men in Learning and Holineſs : herein the 
Quakers diſcover not our pride, but their 
own Ignorance 3 for it is not tor preeminence, 
that wc uſe our Pulpits,but for convenience z 
not that our perſons, but that our voices may 
be exalted : and herein we aim not at glory 
tO our (elves, but cditication to our People : 
and this is according to the example of Ezra, Þ 
Neb. 8. 4. who did erect a Pulpit of wood, |: 
not in obcdience to the Ceremonial Law, 
becauſe it was no where commanded by it, | 
but that he might ſtand above the People, 
that he might be the bettcr heard, while he 
interpreted. the Law to them. But I be- | 
lecch you let us not ſo far humour the Qua- 
kers, as to take notice of all their idle im- 
pertinencies, and cavilsz but if you have 
any thing oft moment to object againſt us, I 
am ready to give a reply to it 3 and further 
tO engage you to give credit and attention to 
what I fay, I proteſs to you that I have not 
ipoke any thing hitherto, but what I am 
perſwadcd in my Conſcience, is agreeable 
to ſacred truth, and I hope you will believe 
me without an Oath. 

; Par, An Oath would be ſo far from 
? giving me any aſſurance of your fincerity, 

that 1 ſhould tor that be the rather moved 
to 
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to queſtion it : for what more expreſly for- 
bidden than ſwearing ? what fo contra- 
dictory to that facred truth you profeſs to 
own? I have not much convers'd with 
Books, but I have heard that the primitive 
Chriſtians, whoſe Piety was approv'd ( as 
Gold ) in the Furnace of a dreadful perſe- 
cution, pradtis'd ſuch an honeſt and inge- 
nuous limplicity, to that exatneſs and ac- 
curacy, that they accounted it a diſparage- 
ment tobe put toan Oath. But ſceing you 
hold the lawfulneſs of it, I hope you will 
prove it out of Scripture 3 and it you can 
make it in any caſe a Duty, and an a& of 
Religion, I ſhall then change my Opinion 
of this generation, which I eſteemed moſt 
impious, and on the contrary, think it very 
Religious through the multitude of Oaths 
that are ſo frequently in it. 

Min, Pray tell me how the Quakers in- 
ſtruct you concerning an Oath ? 

Par. That 1 ſhall do preſently out of a 
BookT lately met with, intitPd Antichriſt ia- 
niſm reproved,written by Rich. Hubberthory, 
in anſwer to a Book of Mr. Tombs, who it 
ſeems did vindicate the lawtulncſs of an 


| Oath ( lawfully adminiſtred 3) wherciu 


| Habberthorn endeavours to make it out, 

 tiat all Oaths are utterly unlawful by 
| Chriſt's command 3 and theretore all (uct 
| as do vindicate them, are guilty of the 
| charge of Antichrijt izniſm. 


Min, 
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Min. Before.I proceed in this Contro- 
verſy, you mult tell me whether or no Oaths 
were ever lawtul ? 

Par. Hubberthors will anſwer you,for his 
words imply that they were. Therefore | 
he tellsMr.Tombs that he failed in his inftan- F 
ces of Abraham, Iſaac, David, and others 
ſwearing, for they lived under the firſt | 
Covenant. 

Min. If Hubberthorn by the firſt Cove- © 
nant means the Covenant of works,he ſhews | 
a great deal of Ignorance and folly, in fay- 
icg that Abraham and others atter him lived 
under that Covenant. And therefore be- 
fore I procecd any further upon this dif- 
courſe concerning Oaths, I ſhall make a di- 
grciſion to untold, this neceſſary point of 
Religion about the nature of the two Cove- 
nants; wherein ( as in many other things 
the Prakers arc groſly Ignorant and Erro- 
neous. 

You muſt know then,that there is a two- Þ 
fold Covenant, which God out of his gra- Þ| 
civus condeſcenlion hath vouchſafed to enter Þ 
into with man,according to the different ſtate Þ 
ad condition he found him in : The hrſt Þ 
was made with Adam ( for himſelt and his 
poltcrity, ) whilſt he remained in the ſtate 
of Innocency 3 And this by Divines is called 
the Covenant of works, becauſe an exact 
obedicnce was required from him, and a re- 
ward promiſed him upon that obedience. Bf, 
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Adam violating, that Covenant, and there- 
$ by falling from his Original happy ſtate 3 he 
and all mankind are made utterly uncapa- 
ble of receiving any benehit thereby. And 
now Wwe are to conſider man in another ſtate 
8 ( viz. ) of fin and miſery. And Gods 
3 compathon was ſuch, that he was pleaſed 
'F to enter into a ſecond Covenant with him, 
Faccording to the degenerate eſtate he was 
'Ffaln into: and this is uſually called a Cove- 
Fnant of Grace; becaiiſe a more ſuperabun- 
Idant meaſure of grace is ſeen, and infinitely 
gmore favour ſhown, in Gods entrance into 
ICovenaiit with Man in his lapſed condition, 
for his reſtitution and reconciliation, than in 
| his ſtate of Integrity for his preſervation. 
$8 This latter Covenant God made with 
\ {dan ſoon after his fall, in theſe words, 
37 hbe ſeed of the Woman ſhall break the Ser- 
Wpents head, Gen, 3, 15. that is, God ſhall 
Mend his Son Jeſus, who ſhall be borh of the 
"t ſced of the Woman, and he ſhall deſtroy 
| the power,and dominion of the Divel. And 
* {this afterwards he plainly repeated to Abra- 
(| bam, Gen.22,17, 18. And entails this 
? Iromiſed ſeed to his Loyns. But his Son 
> $iſzac, that Type of this protniſed ſeed God 
commands him to offer up, on Mount Mo- 
riab which command, when he was about 
to exccute,a countermand {tays his hand,and 
{ Rart is by Gods good Providence ptovi- 
ded fot a Sacriticezto intimate to us,that ths 
prog 
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promiſed ſeed was not then to be offer'd 
up, but ſhould be ſuſpended for a time, and 


that in the mean time God would accept | 


the Sacrifices of Rams, Bulls, Goats, &c. 
as Typcs, and Figures, that the promiſed 
ſeed ſhould in due time offer up himſelt, a 


full propitiatory Sacrifice, Oblation, and # 
ſatisfaction for the fins of the whule World. '? 
Now to ſay that Abraham, Msſes, and 


David- were under the firlt of theſe Cove- 
nants, ( viz.) the Covenant of works, is 


notoriouſly falſe ; for that Covenant was | 


but a ſmall time in force, and after Adam's 


fall, buta ſmall time of uſc,becauſe it could F 
not give life,none living under it but Adam; 
all hopes of Salvation ever aftcr, depend- f* 


ing upon the grace of the ſecond Covenant, 
whichis the only plank after Shipwrack. 


Par. But do wenot read in Heb.S. of anF 


old Covenant which was to be done away, 
and a new Covenant to ſucceed in the room 
of it ? Was not the old Covenant the . Co- 
venant of works, and did not Abraham, 
Moſes, and David live under it ? 


Min. That Abraham, Moſes, and David F 


lived under thcold Covenant there mentio- 


ned, I readily grant; but that, that was a 


Covenant of works, Iutterly deny 3 which 


that you may apprehend, you muft know, Þ 
that the Covenant of grace, though one Þ 


and the fame in ſubſtance from the tirtt pro- 


mulging of it to Adam, unto the end ot the Þ 
World, F 
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World, yet is according to the ſeveral forms 
or modes of its adminittration, diſtinguiſhed 
into Old, which was to be aboliſhed, and 
New, which was never to be antiquated. 

In the times of the Old Teſtament the 
Covenant of Grace was adminiſtred by Pro- 
miſes, Prophelies , Sacritices, &c. forclig- 
nifying Chriſt tocome, which for that time 
were ſufficient to build up thoſe who then 
lived in faith, in the promiſed Meſſiah, by 
whom they had remiſſion of fins, and eter- 
nal Salvation. Under the Goſpel when Chriſt 
the ſubſtance was come, thoſe Types and 
Ceremonies were abolithed 3 and the Ordi- 
nances in which this Covenant is diſpenſed, 
are the preaching ot the word, and the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacraments of Baptiſm 
and the Lords Supper. So that the words 
Old and New are not applicable to the Co- 
venant, as to the f{ubitance of it, but only 
to its various diſpenſation, Now that the 
Covenant in Old Tecttament times was a Co- 
venant of Grace, the ſame in ſubſtance with 
that under which we live in Goſpel times , 
I prove thus: That Covenant which tcach- 


| th Chriſt, by whom ctcrnal Salvation may 


be attained, and which offereth pardon of 
{in, and acceptance to tavour upon repen- 


| tance, mult necds be a Covenant of Grace : 

{ but the Covenant delivered in the Old Telta- 

| mcnt, as well zs that in the New, is fucha 

| Coycnant, as appears from theſe Scriptures, 
ki | 
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Fobn 5. 46, 47. Luke 24. 25, 26, 27. with 
44, 45, 46. fobn 1. 45. Fobn 8. 56. Alis 
26. 22,23, Dent. 4.30, 31. Exod. 34. 6,7. 
2 Chron, 7.14. and many other places. 

Par. I thank you for the information you 
have given me in the nature of the two Co- 
venants 3 for I did think (as many of the 
Daakers do) that all that lived in the time 


of the Old Teltament were under the Co- | 
_ venant of Works, And I have heard ſome |! : 


urge it (as it ſeems Hwbberthorn here doth) 
to bring down the credit and authority of 
Old Teſtament Scriptures, and Preachers , 


but I perceive mine and their great miſtake | 


herein. I would have you now return to 
the Query about Oaths ; and let us ſuppoſe 


Hubberthorn, by fxſt Covenant, to under- 


ſtand the legal diſpenſation of the Covenant 
of Grace, undcr which, he faith, Oaths were 
lawful. 

Miz.Indeed Hubberthors yields they were 
then lawful; and yet he brings in his 
proofs , as it they were as unlawtul then as 
now. 

Par. What are thoſe proofs ? 

Min.1n the beginning ot his Book againſt 
Mr. Tombs you will tind, Hoſe 4.3. For Oaths 
the Land mourns ; and Zach, 5.3. Every 
one that {rreareth ſhall be cut off; theſe are 

:4t do you gather from thence ? 
+: horrid abuſe the Quakers: put 
upon 
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upon the Scriptures, and the Spirit of God 
by which they were writ. 

Par. How do you make it appear that they 
abuſe the Scriptures ? 

Min, Doth it not appear very plainly, 
when they confeſs that in the time of the 
Law Oaths were lawful, yet do bring in 
Hoſea and Zachary, who lived in the time 
of the Law, ſpeaking againſt that uſage 
which themſelves conteſs was then lawful z 
If Hoſes and Zachary were true Prophets, 
how can we think they contradict the truth? 
It they were falſe Prophets, why do the 
Duakers uſe their teſtimony ? 

Par. It may be, Hoſea and Zachary did 
not mcan the unlawfulneſs of Oaths then, 
but only prophelicd of their unlawtulnels in 
the crimes of the Goſpel. 

Min. That you make uſe of a pitiful ſhift, 
will be very evident, if you conſider, that 
there was then a heavy calamity threatned, 
and hanging over the Land 3 the Prophet 
gives the cauſe thereof to be for Oaths : and 
it Oaths were then lawful, muſt the people 
be cut off for doing what was juſt and law- 
ful? or is it reaſonable to think, the people 
ſhould ſuffer, for a fin to be committed at- 
terwards ? 

Par. Do you ſuppoſe that Oaths were 
unlawful during the continuance of the 
Law, 
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Min. 1 ſuppoſe no ſuch thing : my de- 
ſign being only to (hew, that fallacious way 
of arguing, which the Yuakers uſe: and 
that this Hubberthorn ( {ſo much eſteemed 
by them ) is trap*t in his own net, and con- 
futed by himſelf , while he confeſſes Oaths 


to be lawful, during the continuance of the 


Law, and yet contradicts himfelt again by | 
bringing texts out of the Law to prove them | 
otherwiſe : and thus you ſee he brings in the | 


Old T<ltament contraditing it (clt alſo, 


which in Demt. 6. 13. commands it as a du- 


ty, as alſo in other places, Jer. 4. 2. I pray 


you judge of thee things. 


Par. You have highly, and I think not | 


untruly, charged the Quakers in the uſe of 
theſe Texts of the Prophets : tor I cannot 
but acknowledge it an abſurdity, to alledge 
the Scripture againlt it ſelf : but I pray you 
diſcover the true meaning of them , and 
what {wearing the people were there threat- 
ncd for. 

Mn. If you mind the ſcope of the Pro- 
phet Hoſea, and the {ins which ſwearing is 
there joyncd withal 3 in the firſt verſe of 
the Chapter you will diſcern, that the cauſe 
why the Land mourned was not for taking 
Oaths ( for thoſe are already proved, and 
conteſſed to be then lawtul _) but for taking 
them againſt Truth and Mercy with malici- 
ous, or injurious detigns. But their bring- 
ing in Zachary's werds to diſprove the law- 

| fulneſs 
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fulneſs of ſwearing, diſcovers 2 moſt diſho- 
neſt principle in the Quakers, becauſe they 
cannot but know, that the Prophets words 
are wreſted by them: for the foxrth verſe 
expreſly interprets ſwearing for which the 
people are threatned to be cut off, to be 
falſe-ſwearing only 3 Therefore conſult both 
at large Zach. 5. 3, 4. This is the curſe that 
goeth forth over the face of the whole earth : 


I for every one that ftealeth ſhall be cut off , as 


on this ſide, according to it : and every one 
that ſweareth ſhall be cut off , as on that ſide 
according to it. IT will bring it forth, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts , and it ſhall enter into tbe 
houſe of the thief, and into the honſe of him 
that (ſweareth falſly by my Name. 

Par, But what do you fay to an Oath 
now under tlic d.ſpenſation of the = Go- 
ſpel ? 

Min. I fay the Goſpel has no where abo- 
liſhed the lawful uſe of it. 

Par. You will fall under Joh» Tombs his 
charge of Antichriſtianiſm: for our Lord 


$ faith, Mztth, 5, 34. But I ſay unto you, ſwear 


aot at all, And the {ame is repeated by the 
Apoſtle James, c. 5.12. From whence it 
appears, all manner of Oaths are unlawtul, 
and they who ſay the contrary, do live in 
oppoſition to the Goſpel. 

Min. You mince the Text by taking a 
piece of it only ( as your uſual way is )) of 
which I hope to convince you in the proccls 
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of this diſcaurſe ; inorder whereunto,l ſhall 
_ upon this method following, Firſt , 

ſhall ſhew you that theſe words do not ge- 
nerally forbid all manner of Oaths, in that 
large ſenſe you take them, Secondly,] ſhall 
endeavour to give you the true ſenſe of the 
words, and ſhew you what ſort of ſwearing 
is there forbidden. 

Par. It will very much contribute to my 
conviction if you do, as you lay 3 Pray you 
therefore firſt prove to me, that the words 
do not forbid all manner of Oaths, in that 
large ſenſe wherein we take them. 

Min. I ſhall do it in this order. Firſt , 
by proving, it an a& of Natural Religion to- 
wards God. Secondly, an ad of neceſſary 
Juſtice and charity towards men. Thirdly, 
that it is therefore a part of that moral and 
eternal Law, which our Saviour profeſſerh 
he came not to deſtroy, but to fulfill, And 
fourthly, that we hnd it practiſed in the 
New Teſtament. 

Par. I much delire to hear the firſt par- 
ticular prov*d (viz,) that an Oath is an a& 
of Religion. 

Min, 1 prove it firſt by Reaſon, Second- 
ly by conſent of Nations,thus. That where- 
by we glorifie God and adore his Attributes, 
is an a& of Religionz but by an Oath 
(rightly taken.) we gloritie God and adore 
his Attributes, therefore ſuch an Oath is an 
act of Religion. © The firſt part of the Ar- 
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gument is evident of it (elf, for what elfe is 
Religion, but to adore and glorihe God in 
the humble acknowledgment of his Attri- 
butes. And that we do, by an Oath (re- 
verently taken) gloritic God, is clear from 
the nature (and definition) of it; for an 
Oath is a religious appeal unto God , the 
ſearcher of all hearts, as a witneſs of what 
we aſſert, or promiſe, and the avenger of 
perjury. Now that by ſuch a reverent ap- 
peal unto God, we glorifie him 3 appears , 
in that we do therein make acknowledg- 
ment, 1. Of God's exiſtence and _ ; 
for he that cometh to God muſt believe tbat 
be is, &c. Heb. 11.6. and an Oath certain- 
ly is one ſort of coming to God, being an 
immediate appeal to him, as Witneſs and 
Judge. 2, Of his Omnipreſence and Ubi- 
quity, that he is preſent in all places, and at 
all times, according to Pſalm 139. Whither 
ſhall T go from thy preſence, &c. How could 
we call upon him either as Witneſs of our 
ſincerity, or Judge of our hypocrifie, it we 
did not believe him within hearing? and 
therefore the not having God before our 
eys is inScripture,the deſcription of the moſt 
profligated wretchleſs fiate of fin. 3.Here- 
in we acknowledge his Omniſcience, that he 
is in the Apoliles ſtile wgNoynragus,the ſearch- 
er of hearts 3, that all things are naked and o- 
pen to the eyes of bim with whom we bave 
(then more immediately) to de, 4- _ 
WY trut 
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truth and veracity, a Witneſs brought into 
the Court, that cannot lie, nor be impos*d 
upon : as faith the Apoſtle, Gal. 6.7. Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked. 5, His provi- 
dence and paternal care of the concerns of 
mankind, taking the cauſe of the righteous 
into his own hand , and helping them to 
right, that ſuffer wrong. 6. His ſuperiori- 
ty, or rather ſupremacy, over all things, ac- 
cording, to that of St. Paul, Heb. 6. 16, For 
verily men ſwear by the greater. Therefore 
in {wearing by him, we own him to be Su- 
preme, and moſt high. . 7. We herein ac- 
knowledge his vindictive juſtice, as he is 2 
Revenger of Perjury ſuch an one as will 
by no means patronize iniquity, fraud , or 
guile, Exod. 34. 7. and will both' bring {in 
tO light, 1 Cor, 4.5. and puniſh it, Rom.12, 
19. $0 that I hope you ice by this tumc,that 
an Oath (rightly circumſtantiated and ta- 
ken (viz; ) in truth, in judgment, and in 
righteouſneſs, Fer, 4. 2.) is a comprehenſive 
part of Religion 3 It being ſuch a folemn ac- 
knowledgment, whereby we gloritie God's 
Exiſtence, Omnipreſence , Omniſcience, 
Truth, Providence, Superiority , and re- 
venging Juſtice How can you think it leſs 
then a duty, fit to be commanded by God, 
and to bear a part in the Moral Law; as 
indeed we find it doth , Det. 6, 13, Thor 
ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, and ſhalt ſerve 
bim, . and ſwear by bs Name. And Jug 

on 
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Thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord liveth, in truth, in 
judgment, and in righteouſneſs. 

Par.I had thought that an Oath had bcen 
ſo far from gloritying God, that it had bcen 
the only protanation of his Name. 

Min. Then it would never at any time 
have been commanded. 

Par. I confeſs this Diſcourſe inclines me 
to ſome more conſideration about it , than 
hithertoI have entrcd into. 

Min. Therefore to confirm you further, #+q g,. 
I ſhall reſume the method propos'd , and x&- mw 
prove that an Oath is an aQ of Religion,out go » 
of the light of Nature, and the covlent of ,z. zu04- 
Nations as is evident to fuch as are CON- gyfageee. 
verſant in ancient Authors. Ariſtotle , the + zft juſ. 
great Philoſopher ſaith, A# Oath is the jurandum 
moſt venerable thing that pertains to Religi- —_ 

* ; ; » 7. religioſe, 
on, Cicero,the learned Oratour,gives this ,,,1 1. 
account of an Oath : An Oath is a religious affirmatd, 
affirmation, and what you affirm or promiſe quaſi Deo 
by taking God to witneſs, ought to be kept, that teſte, pro- 
; miſery , 
is, ſuch an Oath binds you to performance T. ; ja. 
And elſewhcre he hath theſe words, Our dumeſt. 
Fore-fathers thought no tie more faſt to bind || Nullum 
mens faith than an Oath\|, And therefore c—— 
anciently Captains of War, in liſting their <= 
Souldicrs, did alwayes bind them to their Jem Maj 
hdclity with an Oathz which Oath was had res aoffri 


F in © great reverence with them , that they J%*J«7a%- 


do arftiu 


honourcd it with a religious title, calling it-,r; ,,.. 
a Sacrament( or xcligious Solemnity )wherc- run. 
upon 
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upon Seneca ( that excellent Moraliſt) faith, 

Religion (that is that military Oath which 

they call*d a Sacrament) is the chiefeſt bond 

* Primum of fidelity in the Militia *, Yea, ſogreata 

militie reverence had they for an Oath, that thoſe 

vinculun that Hroke it, were the infamid notati , the 

YL only men of infamy , and juſtly ſeiz'd up- 

os. on by Divine vengeance. The Heathens 

+ Omnem had fo great a dread of the ſin of perjury, 

vaſta? that they ſaid, It 12id waſte the whole ſtock 

Jure —_ and family, root a14 branch F, And what 

C Carmen Other is this, then what the Prophet Zs- 

__ in chary hath faid almolt in the ſame words, 

erod.) cap.s5. 1,2. 3, 4. concerning the flying roll, 

That it ſhould enter into the houſe of him that 

ſweareth falſly,and conſume it with the timber 

and ſtones thereof. So that herein you may 

take notice of the harmony and agreement 

between the light and the law of Nature, 

with the poſitive and Moral Law of God 

= by Moſes to mankind, which was no- 

thing but the Law of Nature renew*d and 
improv'd. 

Par. How come you to alledge the teſti 
mony of Heathen Authours to prove a Chri-Wg 
ſtian duty ? | 

Mir. Thoſe teſtimonies do ſignifie the u- 

niverſal conſent of mankind in this point,and 

that it is ingrafted in our natural principles 0 

Reaſon and Conſcience, and theretore isa 

part of that Law of Nature which our Lord 

came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil, and pn_ 
- 
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and of which St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom.2.14.For 
when the Gentiles which have not the Law,do 
by nature the things contain'd in the Law;theſe 
baving not the Law,are a law unto themſelves. 
Thus having prov'd an Oath ana&t of Re- 
ligion, by Reaſon, and conſent of Nations, 
onhrm'd byScripture in the reference it hath 
tothe firſt Table, I ſhall now proceed to 
ew you that it is an aCt of Juſtice and Cha- 
rity,in the reſpe& it hath to the 2d Table, 
Par.I pray gotorward in your undertaking, 
Min.lt you look into the holy Scriptures, as 
ell in the New,as the Old Teſtament,you'l 
find that the primary delignation and intend- 
ment of an Oath,is for confirmation, and the 
2nd of all ſtrife,as you may be intorm*d from 
eb, 6.16. than which, nothing can have a 
ore moral conlideration,or have more im= 
ediate reſpeR to Juſtice and Charity. 
Now in order to the ending of ſtrife and 
Law-ſujts,about mens rights and properties, 
you know that evidence is neceſſary, with- 
put which no Court of Juſtice can proceed 
to the determining of Controverlies. 
Par. I underſtand the ſcope of your Ar- 


-Meument. But may not true and faithful E- 


Evidences be given without an Oath ? 
Min,lf there were that truth in men, that 
their bare teſtimony were infallible,& of ſut- 
ficient credit, then there were no need at all 
of an oath;but ſecing all men are lyars,8& man- 


kind is ſo generally leaven'd with hypoclley 
; an 
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and ſince fear, or favour, malice, or intereſt 
ſways with the far greater part of men , it 
becomes highly needful, that their eviden- 
ces be demandcd and given in ſuch forms, as Ml ; 
are moſt binding to the Conſcience, which 
an Oath by all the world is acknowledg'd to | 
be 3 and therefore called by Diodorus Siculu, 
F Meyi- The greateſt bond of faith amongſt men *: and 
Sn mp by Dionyſus Hal. The utmoſt aſſurance F >, Be- 
ervgw- youd which (faith Biſhop Sanderſon) we have 
mis M- 0 further ways of (crutiny ||. 
Sis — Par, But if menwill be nought, they may 
T _Twd- forſwear themſelves as well as liez and he 
-—_ —_ that makes no conſcicnce of a lie, what con- 
=_ ſcience will he make of perjury ? 
eſt,ne plus Min.Conſcience docs not dread all (ins alike, 
wird, {ome fins it can ſwallow down glibly, others 
not without regret: and in this caſe , you 
muſt confider,that an Oath is a much ſtrong; 
ger bond to the conſcience than a bare Te- 
ſtimony : for ſuch is the power of natural 
conſcience, even in the breaſts of bad men, 
that multitudes, who fear not a lie, yet do 
dread the folemnity of an Oath,and the hor- 
rour of perjury. 
Seeing therefore that the ends of juſtice 
and charity are ſo much ſerved by the relt- 
pious uſe of an Oath( as hath formerly becn 
prov*d 3) would not the aboliſhing of it de- 
rogatefrom the honour of Chriſtianity ? for 
while the Apofile faith, Au Oath for confir- 
mation is the end of ſtrife z, if you take a- 
way 
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way an Oath, you take away that which by 
God is ordained to be the moſt effeQual 
means of ending it,and ſo make Chriſt not ſo 
much the Prince of Peace,as Diſcdd; by ma- 
king him theaboliſher of that which was de- 
lign'd tocompole it. 
Par. I ſhould think your Diſcourſe very 
1 i rcaſonable and convincing, did I not tind in 
_ the Text I mentioned, Matth. 5. 37. after 
Chriſt had ſaid, Let your communication be 
ea, yea ; way, nay; he adds, for whatſoever 
is more than #bi,cometh of evil. It all Oaths 
then be evil, how darc you call them good, 
or plead forthe lawtulneſs of them? 

Min. That you miſtake the Text, I ſhall 
give you account in its due time and place. 
But that all Oaths are not cvil in themlclves, 
you may be fatisficd, not only by what has 
already been faid of their morality, and uſe- 
tulneſs, but further by theſe following con» 
ſiderations: 1. In that by your own con- 
feſſion they were once lawful, therefore not 
morally evil. 2.By the cxample of the ho- 
ly Patriarchs before the Levitical law was 
given, therefore not ceremonial. 3.By the 
examples of St. Panl and the Angel , after 
the Goſpel was promulg'd, therefore againſt 
no Goſpel Precept. I begin with the firlt 3 
By your own confeſſion they were once law= 
tul under the Old Teſtament , and till you 
prove them repeal'd, mult be fo till, and 
therefore are not: of themlclyes evil. 


Par. 
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Par. But doth not all good and evil de- 
pend upon the Divine will , and not. upon 
the nature of the thing commanded ? So 
that things are good or evil for no other 
reaſons, but becauſe they are commanded 
or forbidden. 

Min. Should you indeed conſult ſome of 
the Writers of this Age, (whoſe learning,I 
doubt, ſurmounts their piety) you would ' 
find them of this opinion: ſuch as the Dutch 
Szydlovius, who tells us that all that we ac- 
count now wicked, could by a Divine com- 
mandment immediately become good 3 and 
Iam ſorry that we have inſtances nearer 
home, even in our own Nation 3 ſuch as by 
their Writings have not a little contributed 
to the debauching of this preſent Age, But 
let metell you, that the reaſons of good and 
evil, are eternal, and were eternally, lodged 
in the Divine Nature : For God is not a 
meer, arbitrary, wiltul being; his will is not 
a blind impetws 3; but aCts by the dictates of 

. Divine Wiſdom, the diſpoſition of his ho- 
ly Nature,and the rules of eternal Juſtice *., 


, Sothat what has an intrinſick goodneſs in it, 


ww 28n”. 92s agreeable to the Divine Nature, antece- 


wa]O av- 
es. Eph 


dently to all Divine Commands; and what- 
* ſoever is evil in it (elf, was eternally repug- 
nant to his holy Nature. 

Par. 1 am very ſenſible, that this is a di- 
grefſion from our ſabje&t, but my defire of 
further ſatisfaction in this particular , 
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prompts nie togive you a further interrup- 
tion. 

" Min. I fay it is the moſt horrid contradi- 
ion to afhrm, that God can will any thing 
that is dilagreeable to the eternal rectitude 
of his Nature, as all fm is 3 and I appeal to 
your own faculties, whether love, meekne(s, 
truth, juſtice, purity, &c. be not more ſaj- 
table to his holineſs, and cothmend them- 
ſelves to us by their inward goodneſs, more 
than hatred, murther, theft, lying, impuri- 
ty, and the like. If we had not theſe chara- 
ers of goodneſs imprels*'d upon our con- 
ſciences, we ſhould looſe a main argument 
for the Divinity of the Holy Bible; and a 
falſe Religion, would bid as fair for our be- 
lief, as the true 3 miracles themſelves being 
not able to ingage my faith, if the DoQtrines 
to be contirm*d by them , be not agreeable 
to my reaſon and natural conſciencezto which 
God himſelf makes his appeal, Deut. 4.5,7. 
The heathen world, could never be brought 
to the embracement of the true Religion, / 
were there not, beſides the will of the Law- 
giver, a natural congruity in it, with their 
judging facultics 3 fo that good; and evil 
are not only fo, becauſe commanded and 
forbidden z but becauſe they are fo in them- 
ſelves, and were for ever ſo; - 4 

Par, I thank you for this -profitable di- 
ercifion I have cauſed you to make,and ſhall 
now deſire you to return to your old fub- 

k jeQz 
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je&3 concerning which I have this ſcruple 
topropoſe unto you, viz. that thoſe inſtar 
ces, wherein an Oath is acknowledged: to 
have been lawful, are taken out of the Ce- 
remonial Law, which is now repeal'd by 
the Goſpel. 

Min. If it were fo (as it is not ) yet their 
having been once lawful and commanded 
by God, proves undeniably , that they are 
not evil in their own nature , for whatever 
things are fo, can at no time, and upon no 
tearms,be ever commanded,or countenanc*d 
by God, being eternally repugnant to his 
Will and holy Nature 3 (as hath been before 
ſhown to you.) 

But that an Oath is not a part of the Cere- 
monial Law, is clear from what hath. been 
ſaid concerning the morality of ir, which 
proved it a part of natural Religion and Ju- 
ſtice, which are the things that diſtinguiſh 
the Moral from the Ceremonial Law. 

This will further appear, if you conſider 
that the Ceremonial Law isa ſyſteme only 
of types and ſhadows,and of things to come, 
that is, of the Meſſiah, and the bleſſings of 
the Goefpel; for whatever was purely Ce 
remonial, was purely typical 3 but the Law 

concerning an Oath was not a type of any 
thing to come; bat had its proper and per- 
pecual uſetulncſs, therefore was no part of 
'the Ceremonial Law. It you fay it was 4 


type ot auy thing pertaining to the Wn 
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the Goſpel, ſhew what was its Antitype,or 
thing repreſented by it 3 but if you cannbt 
fnd an Antitype for it it the Goſpel , you 
may then be ſatisfied, that the command of 
{wearing was no part of the Ceremonial 
Law. 

The ſecond Argument to confirm you, 
that Oaths are not evil in themſelves ; nor 
part of the Ceremonial Law, is taken out 
of the Examples of the holy Patriarchs3 
with whom an Oath was of authentick uſe, 
2nd held facred, before the delivery of the 
Levitical Law, 

E ſhall begin with Abrabam,the Father of 
the Faithful, Gen. 21: 23,24,31. where A- 
brahams and Abimelech made a Covenant and 
confirm*d it by Oath interchangeably 3 and 
(what is obſervable in that paſſage) 4brabam 
gave the very place, where they ſwore to 
each other, a name, which was to be in 
perpetuam rei memoriam, a memorial of that 


er ſolemnity, calling it Beerſheba 3 in Engliſh, 
ly the well of the Oath. Conſult alſo that other 
e, F inſtance, in that holy man, Gen. 24+ 2, 39+ 
Ki and it is not to be thought that Abraham 


would give his ſervant an Oath raſhly , tot 
exerciſe his authority to impoſe on his Cons 
{cience. - | 

The ſamie is alſo confirined by the exain- 


& ple of Iſaac, making a Covenant,and ſweats 
Is 2 ing to Abimelecb,' Gen. 26. 28, 31. as alſo 
-_ by the example of Jacob, making 4 Coves 
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nant, and ſwearing to his Uncle Laban : 
by the fear of bis Father Iſaac , Gen. 31.53. 
An Oath therefore having been ſo ſacred 
and authentick with thoſe holy Fathers, 
before the Law was given by Moſes, .it fol- 
lows, that it was no part of the Levitical, 
but of that Moral Law which (as has been 
faid_) our Saviour profeſſeth. he came not to 
deſtroy. 

Par. Had the Duakers liv'd under the 
Old Law , they would certainly have been 
convinc't by what you have faid of its law- 
fulneſs, and not only ſo , but uſefulneſs, 
having been made an inſtrument of eſiab- 
liſhing ſuch happy leagues and bands of a- 
mity 3 but tous that live under the Goſpel, 
are not our circumſtances alter'd with the 
diſpenſation, and by the prohibitions alrea- 
dy quoted ? 

Miz. 1 ſay the Goſpel diſpenſation does 
not repeal any Law, that is Moral, and 
continued uſctulneſs ( as hath been faid ) 
and ſuch is this of a lawful Oath : for that 
Law, whoſe reaſon and uſefulneſs -is perpe- 
tual, and the ſame tous under the Goſpel, 
as it was to them under the Law, is it felt 
perpetual, and therefure not repeal'd by a- 
ny new diſpenſation. So that unleſs you 

.can tell me ſore uſe it was to them which 
It is not to us, you can have no reaſon to 
believe it was any of thoſe Laws which our 


Saviour came to aboliſhz there being as 
much 
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much need of it to the ending of firife, in 
this litigious age eſpecially, wherein the 
love of many is waxed cold, as there could be 
in former times. 

And that thoſe words you ſo much in- 
fiſt on, do not wholly forbid all Oaths, is 
maniteſt by the inſtances we find upon re- 
cord in the Scriptures of the New Teſta- 
ment, which were written by that infallible 
Spirit whereby the holy Penmen were acted, 
and which ( one would think _) ſhould be 
ſufficient to convince you that call ſo much 
for examples , if you were not prejudic'd; 
They are the examples of St. Paul the A- 
poltle of the Gentiles, and of the Angel , 
Revel. 10. 5,6, As for the firſt of theſe, 
if you do ſeriouſly conlider them, you'l 
tind , that they are as manifeſt Oaths and 
expreſs inſtances of ſwearing, as thoſe pub- 
lick forms now in uſe in our Courts of Ju- 
ſtice, which you are ſo much offended 
af, 

Par. Pray produce me theſe places , for 
I think I ſhould be much fatished if you 
could convince me that St. Pawl (wore. 

Min. *Tis hard to convince prejudic'd 
perſons by the cleareſt truths that can be 
preduc*d , till they lay down their paſſions, 
and be willing to be inſtructed , but your 
humility gives me confidence that you are 
none of thoſe, | 


F 3 Par, 
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Par, I hope Iam not, but am willing 
to be convinc'd by the truth, and therefore 
I pray you proceed. 

Min. ' The Inftances are in Rom, 1.9. For 
God is my witneſs , whom I ſerve with my 
ſpirit, in the Goſpel of bis Son , that, Sc, 
Rom. 9. 1. I ſay the truth in'Chrift, T lie 
ot, my conſcience allo bearing me witneſs 
in the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor, 1. 18. But @ 
God is true, 9c, and v. 23. Moreover, I call 
God for a record upon my ſoul , that, &e, 
2 Cor. 11.31, The God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt , which is bleſſed for ever- 
mare, knoweth that I lie not, Gal, 1. 20, 
Now the things which I write unto you , be- 
hold, before God I lie not. Read theſe with 
attention, and you'l find, that in every one 
of theſe inſtances St. Pawl makes a moſt ſo- 
lemn appeal to God, as witnel(s of what he 
affirms , and judge of his fincerity : and 
what other thing is an Oath? for you'l find 
as much of the nature of an Oath in them, 
as in ſeyeral forms recorded in the 'Old Te- 
ſtament, for Oaths, Sce Exzech. 14. 16,18, 
where God, (who can do nothing that is 
1nmoral, or yabecoming his holineſs ) 
ſwears in theſe words , As I live, &c, here 
God {wears by his life; and is it not as much 
an Oath in St. Paul to ſwear by Gods truth, 
2 Cor. 1.18, As God is true, &c. And 
thoſe other, Ger, 22. 16. By my ſelf have 1 
Sworn, ſaith the Lord, for becauſe thou Fr 
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done this thing, &rc. Pſalm $9.35, Once 
have T ſworn by my Holineſs that T will uot 
lie unto David: are , as if he had faid, 
As Tam, andas I am holy. And for theſe, 
or what other forms of Oaths, we find in 
Scripture,whether in more, or fewer words, 
they all do invocate God both as Witneſs, 
and as Judge, both to atteſt, and revenge 
it if we perjure: for the Swearers conſci- 
ence does tell him, that if God be called in 
to witneſs a lie, he will both dete&, and 
revenge it. All thisis in the ſenſeof every 
Oath: So that that form in the cloſe of 
our publick Oaths, So belp me God , &c. 
hath neither any thing new in it , nor any 
more , thanis included in the ſenſe of eve- 
ry Oath; for execration, is implyed and 
underſtood whercloever it is not expreſs'd, 
even in thoſe Elliptical forms of ſwearin 

us'd by God himſelf, whether n——_ 
by a bare atteſtation, Exzech, 14. 16. Gen, 
22,16, Pſalm $9.35. or by a bare exc- 
cration only, as Pſalm gF. «lt. according to 
that of the Learned Caſuiſt ( Biſhop San- 
derſon de juramento, þ. 15. ) Omne jura- 
mentum quocunque modo prolatum, Ec. that 
is, Every Oath, in what manner foever it 
is utter'd, cither expreſly, or implicitely, 
invocates God both as Witneſs , and as 
Judge 3 and even a bare atteſtation ſubin- 
fert execrationem ( as he faith ) infers an 
execration, as its neceſſary conſequent : Ac- 
F 4 cording, 


.” 
Tag zgx's cording to that of Plutarch, Every Oath 
ts xem- Ends in a curſe upon Perjury. So that thoſe 
ezy radi- mentioned forms uſed by St. Pal, were as 
ms +# &-. politive Oaths, as'any other you tind in the 
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Bible, or any of thoſe that are impos'd up- 
on you by the Laws of the Land. 

Par. 1 little thought that Oaths under 
the Goſpel could have been fo clearly made 
out. 

Miz. 1 ſhall confirm you yet by a fur- 
ther inſtance, and it is that of the Angels 
ſwearing, Rev. 10.5, 6. and we need not 
fear to imitate any thing that is done in 
Heaven, where nothing but the will of God, 
nothing evil and unholy can be done 3 Our 


. Lord has taught us to pray, Thy will be 


done in earth as it is in beaven ; that is, as 
it is by the Angels whom he has propos'd 
to us as patterns for our imitation 3 ſo that 
an Oath, taken in due order,, can neither be 
evil in it ſelf, -nor iffconſiftent with the hea- 
yenly converſation. | 

Par. But may not the Angels and we at 
under different diſpenſations, fo that that 
may be lawful and commanded them, which 
to us may be forbidden? 

Mix. That the Angels and we are joyn- 
&d in the ſame fraternity, .and tye of -obe- 
dience, ' even to the ſame Scripture, is &vi- 
dent from the Angels confeſſion, Rev. 2 2. 9. 
who calls himfclt' over Felow-ſervant , and 
of our Brethren the Prophets, and of them 
"= "1 which 
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which keep the ſayings of #his Book, 

Par, But perhaps by that Book , whoſe 
ſayings he kept, he meant no other than the 
Book of the Revelations. 

Min. Suppoſc it were ſo 3 yet that Book 
was indited by the fame ſpirit that all the 
reſt were; fo that whatſoever is allow'd in 
it, cannot becontradicted, or forbidden in 
any other Scripture. All which ſerves to 
make that example of the Angel ſufficient- 


" lyvalid, to prove {wearing lawful under the 


Goſpel. 

Par. But wheredo you rcad that St.Paut 
layed his hand on the Bible , and kiſſed it, 
when he (wore, as you do ? I thought you 
had held theſe neceſſary parts of a publick 
Oath, 

Min. The laying on of the hand , and 
kiſling the Book, we hold to be no eſſential 
parts of an Oath, but only decent and com- 
ly ceremonies, enjoyned by the. wiſdome of 
our Governours, to make the at more fo- 
lemn, and to excite the Juror, to a greater 
reverence and dread of the Majelty of God, 
and his threatnings denounced in that 
Books | 

Par. I have now nothing left to objec, 
but the forementioned Texts, Matth. 5.34. 
James 5.12. whereof if you can give me 
as clear an account, as you have done. of my 
other doubts, I ſhall hereafter be'of yeur 

udgment, and withal thanktulneſs acknow- 
bi ledge 
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ledge it an happy hour when I met with 
you 3. but theſe Texts look fo oppoſite to 
yourdelign, that I cannot as yet acquit my 
ſelf of all fears, of being Antichriſtian, in 
thinking ſwearing lawtul. 

Mis. By the ſame way of reaſoning that 
the Dwakers charge us with Antichriſtian- 
iſm, by vertue of thoſe Texts, I can prove 
them Antichriſtian. 

Par, Shew whercin. 

Min. You know, that we are command- 
ed by the Apoſtle #0 fpeak evil of no man, 
Tei. 2.3. The Qnackers tranſgrels this com- 
mand by ſpeaking evil of the Clergy,there- 
fore they do fall under the charge of Anti» 
chriſtianiſm. 2 

Par. You are to conſider in what ſenſe 
the Apoltle forbids us to feak.evil of no man. 
You are not to imagine his deſign in that 
Text, is abſolutely to reſtrain us from gi- 
ving true characters of evil and unworthy 
men -( upon a juſt occafion 3) then he him- 

__. .. flf hadbeen faulty in ſpeaking evil of ' Hy- 
iTim-le menew and Alexander the Copper-ſmith. 
2 Tin. 4, Beſides, how ſhou}d we reprove, or how 
14; ſhould juſtice upon'the moſt notorious of- 
fenders be adminiſtred, if their faults may 

not be ſpoken of ? Therefore the words 

cannot bear a general interpretation , but 

mufſi be taken with a limitation : for other- 

wife a monſtrous . train of abſurdities muſt 

attend ſuch an expoſition. But I do con- 

ccive 
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conceive that the words do relate to that 
horrid cuſtome of refleQing upon the good 
names and reputations of men in their ors . 
dinary converſe, whereby we may deprive 
our Neighbour of that which is as dear to 
him, as his life, or livelyhood. So that 
*tis ſpeaking evil, detraQtingly , untruly, 
or maliciouſly; or without juſt occaſion, in 
our communication, which is the thing 
there prohibited by the Apoſile. 

Min. 1 muſt confeſs, you have given the 
true meaning of the Apoſtles words, And 
I hope you will not abridge me of the liber- 
ty which you take yourſelf , in freeing the 
Texts under debate from a wrong conſtru- 
ion of them, Whereas you fay , I ought 
to conſider, in what ſcnle the Apoſtle bids 
us ſpeak evil of no man; ſo let mertell 
you, that you ought toconfider too in what 
ſenſe our Lord faith, Swear #0t at all, 

You are not to ſuppoſe that *tis our 
Lord's defign to forbid all manner of Oaths 
upon what occaſion and folemnity ſoever 
they may be tendredz then ( as hath al 
xeady been ſhewn) St. Paul had not only 
been faulty in making ſo honourable a men- 
tion of an Oath, Heby. 6. 16. but much 
more faulty in taking an Oath himſelt; and 
then both he and the Angel , Rev. 10. had 
faln under the charge ot Antichriſtianilm. 
Therefore (according to your phraſe } the 
words cannot bear a general a 

| ut 
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but muſt be taken with a limitation : 
there being a peculiar and proper ſenſe 
to which that prohibition is to be reſtrain- 
ed. 

Par. I'm very willing to be informed , 
therefore I beſeech you explain theſe words, 
Swear not at all : together with thoſe in 
James 5. 12. 

Mia. Secing our Saviour in that gracious 
Law of his has forbid nothing that is mo- 
rally good, nothing that is either indiffe- 
rent or expedient , 1 Cor. 6,12, it muſt 
needs follow, that an Oath is no further for- 
bidden, than as it is evil 3 that is, when it 
prophanes the Name of God, Dext. 19.12. 
and 28, 58.or doth any way diſhonour hitn, 
which an Oath doth, when it is falſe, irrc- 
verent, or needleſs. In theſe inſtances an 
-Oath, being ſo diſhonourable to the Divine 
Majeſty, is abſolutely forbidden , namely, 
all ſwearing by the creature,or by any thing 
propos*'d to our vain fancy ( that being to 
make an Idol of the creature, and to fet it 
up fora God) as alſo all ſwearing by the 
expreſs name of God in mens ordinary com- 
munication, which is for the moſt part fo 
full of paſſion, and vain tranſportation , as 
toexpoſe men to the frequent abuſe of Gods 
Name, and the danger of perjury. 

And therefore I muſt inform you that 
our bleſſed Saviour took the occaſion of this 
prohibition from the groſs errors = of 
ew 
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Jew and Gentile about this point , and 
trom the wicked cuſtoms of common ſwear- 
ing and prophanene(s, which by thoſe er- 


rors were encouraged, I will therefore . 


ſhew you,firſt what thoſe evil cuſtoms were, 
and then give you the ſenſe of the words as 
they lye in the Text , and are accommoda- 
ted to the healing of thoſe corruptions in 
doctrine and practiſe. 

The erroneous gloſſes of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, and the Jewiſh Doctors 
_ taught , that while they abſtained from 

the mention of Gods Name , it was law- 
ful to ſwear by the Creature as oft as they 
pleas'd 3 and that ſuch ſwearing ( though 
falſly) was no perjury. See Matth. 23.16, 
18,21. There you will find, that they 
made nothing of ſwearing by the Tem- 
ple, the Altar , or by Heaven , ſuppoſing 
it did not bind the Conſcicnce. Secondly, 
that it was lawful at any time to {wear by 
Gods Name, fo that they ſwore nothing 
but truth , and performed their Oaths unto 
the Lord, - And theſe opinions, it 
ſcems , the Jewes thought conlitient e- 
nough with that part of the Law c& 
ted by our Saviour, Matth. 5. 33. To 
have heard that it hath been ſaid by them 
(or rather to them) of old time, Thou ſhalt 
not forſwear thy ſelf. And according to 
thoſe corrupt Dodtrines, they ated with- 


out fear or meaſure,by that wretched c_ 
0 
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of cominon ſwearing, To the confuting 
of which Dod&rines, he accommodates his 
anſwer in the verſes following. Againſt 

+ thefirſt of them, viz. ſwearing by the Crea- 
ture, he oppoſes that prohibition in the 
34, 35,36 verſes. But I ſay unto you, ſwear 
#0t at all, neither by Heaven, &c. Againſt 
the latter, viz. ſwearing by the Name of 
God in our ordinary converſe, he gives 
this precept, v. 37.Let your communication be 
yea, yea, Ec, 

Par. But does not our Saviour fay there; 
Swear not at all, and fo do's he not general 
ly forbid all Oaths whatſoever? 

Min. Tocaſe you in this {cruple, let me 
tell you what advice I heard a famous 
Judge give to a Jury 3 Ton muſt not (faid 
he) determine by bits and parcels of what 
you bave heard atteſted, but you are to eonfi- 
der your whole evidence, and accordingly 
bring in your verditi; So let me tell you , 
that to give the true account of any Scrip- 
ture, you are not to imitate the' Dnakers, 
who determine upon fuch bits and ſcra 
as they ſteal out of the Word of God by 
which means they - make one part of the 
Scripture contradi& another, and'ſo expoſe 
themſelves to the greateſt errours imagina= 

blez but to find out the true ſenſe of any 
Scripture , you muſt” determine according 
tothe whole evidence , by comparing the 
parts of it together with each other, and by 

| CONs 
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conſidering the ſcope of the Text, from 
the whole to compared, and conſidered , to 
gather the true meaning of it. And fo here 
in this place you are not to take theſe words 
ſingle by themſelves, for you ſee they ſtand 
not alone, and are not a whole ſentence by 
themſclves, but are immediately conjoyned 
in a continued diſcourſe with other words, 
which do reſtrain, and limit them. So thac 
when he ſayes, Swear 10t at all ; he adds., 
neither by heaven, &c. nor by the earth, &c. 
f{oas the prohibition is limited to thoſe things 
the Jewes were wont to {wear by, in-qrder 
to the reforming of that evil cuſtome a- 
mongft them : and therefore toeach of thoke 
Oaths which he forbids, he adds a reaſon 
to convince them of their errour. He: bids 
them not ſwear at all by Heaven, becauſe it 
#5 Gods throne, &c. as it - he had faid, The 
| Phariſees teach you that ſwearing by heaven, 

by carth, by Fer#ſalem, by your head (by 
the Temple, by the Altar, &c. Matth.23.) 
areno real binding Oathsz and that there- 
fore to ſwear by them falſly is no perjury 3 * 
But I ſay unto you, ſwear not by beaven, far 
it is.Gods throxe, and therefore includes him 
that fats on it, ſo that he that ſhall ſwear by 
heaven, fweareth by the throne of God,and 
him that fitteth thereon, Matth, 23. 224 
and therefore his Oagh is as really binding 
both to the fin and puniſhment (it he for- 


ſwcar) a3 if he had (worn expreſly by the 
Name 


6x ' A Friendly Conference. 


Name of God. Neither ſwear by the earth, 
for it is ba footſtool, and therefore (agreeable 
to the other argument.) he that ſweareth by 
the earth ſweareth by it, and him that ſetteth 
bis foot upon it.” Neither ſhalt thou ſwear 
by Jeruſalem, for it is the City of the great 
King; he therefore that ſweareth by Jeru- 
falem, (weareth by it, and him that inhabi- 
tcth init. And this is the ſame our Savi- 
our faith, Matth. 23.21. Whoſo ſhall ſwear 
by tbe Temple, ſweareth by it, and by bim 
that dwells therein. Again, he faith here, 
Neitber ſhalt thou ſwear by thy bead , be- 
canſe thou canſt not make one hair white or 
black; that is, it is not in thy power to en- 
gage, Or pawn it for the truth of any thing 
thou afhrmeſtz for thou didſt not make it, 
neither canit thou ſo much as chatge the co- 
lour of one hair; therefore he that ſwears 
by his head, ſwears by it, and him, to 
vid. Biſhop whom he owes his head, his life and fafety. 
Sand. de So that whenſoever you ſwear by any Crea- 
Jur-P-7* ture, you do by: interpretation, ſwear by 
the Maker of it. Which, when ybu ſwear 
falſly by the Creature, involves you in the 
guilt of perjury betore God, and of the 
breach ot that Law which faith, Thox ſhalt 
wot forſwear thy ſelf; tor in every Oath 
whatſocver . a man {wears by, it is God 
which is call'd upon«ither expreſly or im- 
phicitly. 


Par: 
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Pay. But while our Saviour ſaith, Swear 
not at all, neither by beaven, &c. and then 
immediately addeth theſe words, Let your 
communication be yea; yea, nay, nay; have 
not theſe laſt words a relation to the other ? 
So that his meaning ſhould be, Do not bind 
or urge any thing you ſhall ſay,by any forms 
or further inforcements than by theſe terms 
of aſſeveration, yes, yea, nay, 'nayz; This 
is that I took to be the meaning of the 
words , fo as to make all Oaths unlaw- 
ful. | 

Min. This obje&tion of yours is ſo far 
from ſo doing , that it hath' in part fore» 
ſalPd the explication which I was preparing 
to.give you of the ſcopeof our Saviours di 
courſe 3 for by the relation you rightly take 
notice of, it is evidently reſtrained to that 
abuſe of the tongue in common talk and com- 
municatzon here particularly mentioned; and 
ſo to that very prophariation whereby both 
Jews and Gentiles had then molt licentiouſ- 
ly corrupted their converſation; yea, and 
that by allowance from the Jewiſh Inter- 
preters of the Law, which therefore it was 
high time for our great Law-giver to cots 
>, and tell them, that in. otdinary com< 
munication, thoſe plain affeverations of yed 
and #ay (or yes and #0,which ate the ſame) 
br other words of the like importatge; eis 
ther uſed fingly, or elſe for more vehetnence 
ſake; repeated if need require, - —_ 


2 
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to give credit to what we fay, if we would 
uſe our ſelves to ſpeak truth. And that theſe 
ate as much ascah be ſafely uſed in ſuch pro- 
miſcuous diſcourſes , wherein paſhon, inte- 
The evi Teſt , tranſportation , and too much haſte, 
from or inconfiderateneſs do uſually carry the 
whence {tongue out of its bounds, and therefore 
ſwearing would provoke men to. multiply words , 
1.9" and Oaths, .and bring them in danger not 
proceedeth Only of raſh, irreverent ſwearing, but even 

of -perjury itAelt. 

Par. But is not the explication of this 
place diſproved by that paſſage in mw. 
F- 12. where he ſaith, But above all things , 
my brethren, ſwear not, neither by heaven, 
wor by theeartb, nor by any other Oath. Doth 
not the Apoſtle here cxpreſly forbid all 
manner of Oaths? 

Min. The Apoſtle St. James do's mean 
only all Oaths of that kind there mentioned, 
and then ſo much uſed by Jew and Gentile; 
for he leaves out ſome of thoſe, which our 
*Saviour had inſtanced in , and breaks off 
with this clauſe, #or by any other oath; 
which-implyes his meaning to be, that «s 
we are not to {wear by heaven, nor the 
eaxrth,ſo neither by any other ſuch like Oath, 
which our Saviour had forbidden, ( viz. ) 
neither by Feruſalem,nor by the Temple, the 
Altar,&c.and conſequently by no created be- 
ing 3 'for if Chriſt has not forbidden all kinds 
of Oaths, St. James has not 3 for#he ſer- 
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vant is not greater than bj Lord, either to 

inſtitute any new Iaw,or to repeal any which 

Chriſt left in force. Neither can we think 

St. James intended any thing he faid, to 

charge St. Paul's Oaths with tim, which we 

hnd in thoſe Epiſtles he writ by the inſpira- 

tion of the Holy Ghoſt , 'and which were u- 

{cd by him'for the more ſolemn confirma- 

tion of thoſe truths he wrote to ſeveral 

Churches: And as little can we think that 

he accuſeth the holy Angel in Revel. 10. for 

ſwearing. Without doubt St. James offers 

at a repetition of our Saviours doCtrine; for 
while he ſaith, Let your yea be yea, and your 
nay #ay; his meaning is, Let your promiſe 
be performance, and let your word be the 
truth, to the end that amongſt all, with 
whom you converſe, you may be believed 
without an Oath : And ſohe adds, left you 
fall & <veezory (as ſome authentick Copies 
haveit) that is, into hypocrifie, and ſointo 
lying and perjury, by occaſion whether of 
your paſſions of any ſort, 'or of thoſe fre- 
quent inadvertences which we are fo ſubject 
to in ourtommon talk, 

Par. I thank you for the large pains you 
have taken in giving tne the ſenſe of this 
Scripture, which has ſo much puzled me; 
and that you may ſee I have not heard you 
without attention, I thus apprehend your 
meaning. | 
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An Oath being in it ſelf an a& of Re- 
ligion towards God, and of ſo much juſtice 
and charity towards my Neighbour , in de- 
termining publick cauſes 3 it remains that 
it is a part of that Moral Law, which our 
Saviour came not to repeal; and there- 
fore this Text mult not be interpreted to do 


ſo; but hath a peculiar reference to thoſe er- 


rours in doQtrine and practice among the 
Jews, which the words are deſigned to cor- 
rect, that is,/all ſwearing by the Creature, 
which the Jewes falſly ſuppos'd to be no 
Oaths,and fo not binding, and all ſwearing 
by the Name of God in our common talk ; 
becauſe ſuch a licenſe might daily expoſe 
men both to raſh and falſe ſwearing} in place 
whereof, our Saviour hath therefore ſubſti- 
tuted thoſe plaig aſſeverations of yes , yes, 
nay, nay, or ſuch likes but the uſe and law- 
fulneſsof ſwearing remains, when I am cal- 
led by lawful Authority to declare my con- 
ſcience in order to the ending of any contro- 
verlie, wherein my evidence may be«con- 
cern'd. | 

T ſhall give you no further diſturbance in 
the caſe of an Oath, having had all my {cru- 
ples about it ſufficiently anſwer'd, I ſhall 
now only defire to know,whether the Qya- 
kers, tying, themſelves to the firi&t uſe of 
(yea) and (ay) in all their communication, 
do not live in a ſtriter conformity. to that 
precept of the Goſpel, then thoſe who neg- 
Ie the uſe of them ? Min, 
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Min. T wiſh the ©nakers did as ſeri- 


ouſly confider the meaning and occcaſion 
of theſe phraſes , a3 they ſuperſtitiouſly af- 
fe& the uſe'of them. Our obedience to 
this command of Chriſts conliſts not in 
the preciſe uſe of the words ( yes )) and 
( nay ), but inthe truth and integrity of 
the ſpeakers heart , in what forms and 
phraſes ſocyer he expreſſeth himſelf; No 
words being of further uſe, than as they 
are the Interpreters' of the heart. For it 
is not words and phraſes , wherein good 
and evil confifteth , but truth and honeſty, 
which commends us to God, and the only 
thing commanded in his Law. 

Par. I have no other objeQion concern- 
ing Oaths , I pray therefore let us paſs to 
ſome other ſubje& of Controverſie, wherein 
if you can give me as much fatistaQtion as 
I have received in this ( beyond my ex- 
pectation,) I hope neither will you have 
cauſe to think your pains, nor T my time; ill 
beltaw'd. 

Miz,I ſhall readily embrace your motion, 
and;gherefore let me hear what your other 
(cruples are ? 

Par. You pretend your ſelves to be the A- 
poltles ſucceffors and imitators 3 if fo 3; how 
comes it to paſs, that you preach not as they 
did 3 butſingle out a Text,out of which you 
compoſe your Sermons : What warrant have 
you for ſo doing ? 

G3 Min, 


Ezek,13, 
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Min, The Apoſiles themſelves took texts 
out of Scriptyre,to expound and apply them. 
St, Peter did ſo in his Sermon AGs 2, and 
St,- Paul in the Synagogue at Antioch, A, 
And they both preached Chriſt qut of the 
fame text, namely, Pſal. 16. 10. 'And the 
whole fourth Chapter to the Romans is but 
an enlarged diſcourſe upon Gen. 15. 6.) A- 
gain, you may conſider, the Apoſtles and 
we at under difftercnt circumſtances: They 
might ſometimes, without a Book, ſpeak 
by the ſole authority of: infallible inſpirati- 
on zBut now fuch extraordinary gifts being 
ceaſed, we take texts, to ſhew we have no 
other Dodtrine to deliver but what is taken 
out of the written Word of God: And our 
only. work is to explain and apply the ſame. 
And is not this kind of preaching more fit 
to be heard by you, and has it not more 
authority to command your reverence and 
attention, then the extemporary cffulions of 
thoſe men, who leaving the conduct of the 
Holy Scriptures, do raſhly vent their own 
fancies, and ſchiſmatical dreams, and 
by lying divinations do propbeſie out of gheir 
own hearts.and from the heats of a diſturbed 
brain? LP 

Par.I expe&ed you would have produced 
Dr.Sherlock's inſtances ? 

' Min. Which bethey ? 

Par, He endeayours to vindicate the cu- 
ſtom by two Scripture examples; The nn 
0 
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of Chriſt himſelf, who took a text , and 
preach't upon it, Lake 4417, 22, The 0- 
ther of Pbilip, who took a text which the 
Exnuch read in Iſa. 53.7. and preached 
Chriſt unto him,converting him to Chriſtia 
nity, by giving the ſenſe of the text 3 the 
Exnweb being not able of himſelf to under- 
gon it, without an Interpreter, As 

30, 

Min. And were not his Inſtances very 
proper to juſtifie this practice, and did not 
= DoGtor ſpeak worthily, and like him+ 

elt ? 

Par.For my part I was well ſatisfied with 
them, till ſuch time as L met with a Reply 
trom Richard Hubberthorn. 

Min. What was there in that Re- 
ply? 

Par. His wordsare theſe, O thou enemy 
and ſlanderer of Chriſt, and the 4 yp hang did 
they take texts to-get money with them, and tg 
lye a quarter of a year, or half a year ina 
text ? Chriſt came te fulfil the Scri m___ and 
the Apoſtles ſhemed how be fulfilled the Serip; 
ture, and came to fulfil that which the Pro- 
phets ſpakg.... The Scribes and Phariſees were 
learned men, aud they could not open the 
Scriptures z Peter, an wnlearued man, by 6- 
pened the Scriptures. 

Min. Had you not more 2 to be , 
contirm®d, than alter'd by ſuch a nas ; 
ply ? I pray anſwer me this queltion, = 
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Min, The Apoſtles themſelves took texts 
out of Scriptyre,to expound and apply them. 
St, Peter did (o in his Sermon AGs 2, and 
St,- Paul in the Synagogue at Antioch, Ads. N| 
And they both preached Chriſt gut of the i | 
fame text, namely, Pſal. 16. 10. 'And the 
whole fourth Chapter to the Romans is but 
an enlarged diſcourſe upon Gem. 15. 6.) A- 
gain, you may conlider, the Apoſiles and 
we at under different circumſtances: They 
might ſometimes, without a Book, ſpeak I | 
by the ſole authority of- infallible inſpirati- I 
on zBut now fuch extraordinary gitts being I 
ceaſed, we take texts, to ſhew we have no 
other Dodtrine to deliver but what is taken 
out of the written Word of God: And our 
only. work is to explain and apply the ſame, 
And is not this kind of preaching more fit 
to be heard by you, -and has it not more 
authority to command your reverence and i} 
attention, then the extemporary cffulions of £| 
thoſe men, who leaving the conduct of the 
Holy Scriptures, do raſhly vent their own 
fancies, and ſchiſmatical dreams, and 
Ezek,13, þy lying divinations do propheſie out of gbeir 
*17- own hearts.and from the heats of a diſturbed 

brain # Þ 
Par.I expe&ed you would have produced 
Dr.Sherlock's inſtances ? 
* Min, Which bethey ? 
Par, He endeavours to vindicate the cu- 
ſtom by two Scripture examples; The as 
0 
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of Chriſt himſelf, who took a text , and 
preach't upon it, Lake 4-17, 22. The 0- 
ther of Pbilip, who took a text which the 
Exnuch read in Iſa. 53.7. and preached 
Chriſt unto him,converting him to Chriſtia« 
nity, by giving the ſenſe of the text 3 the 
Exnweb being not able of himſelf to under- 
gu__ it, without an Interpreter, Ads 

» ZOs, | . 
Min. And were not his Inſtances very 
proper to juſtifie this practice, and did not 
= DoGtor ſpeak worthily, and like hims+ 
elt ? 4+ 

Par.For my part I was well atisfied wich 
them, till ſuch time as L met with a Reply 
trom Richard Hubberthorn. 

Min. What was there in that Re- 
_--.. | 

Par. His wordsare theſe, O thou enemy 
and ſlanderer of Chrift,, andthe Apoſtles, did 
they take texts to'get money with them, and tg 
lye a quarter of a year, or half a year in a 
text ? Chriſt came to fulfil the $ —_— and 
tbe Apoſtles ſhemed how be fulfilled the Serip; 
ture, and came to fulfil that which the Pro- 
phets ſpakg..., The Scribes and Phariſees were 
learned men, and they could not open the 
Seriptures z Peter, an wnlearzed man, by 6- 
pened the Scriptures. | | 

Min, Had you not more reaſon to bg 
confirm'd, than alter'd by ſuch a brutiſh Re- 
ply ? I pray anſwer me this queltion, Did 

G - Dr, 
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Dr:Sherleck,any where lay ſuch aflander up- 
on Chriſt and hisApoſtles,as to ſay,they took 
Texts to get money with them,or to ly half 
or a quarter of a year in them, as'this man 
fo injuriouſly infers ? 
Par. I do-not remember he did. 
Min.Who then think you is the flanderer, 
and who ſtood at this mans elbow to-diQtate 
unto him that wretched untruth? But it you 
mind this reply a little better, you may ob- 
ferye that: he ſeems at laſt to yield to the 
laiwfulneſs of taking a Text, as being con- 
vinc'd by the undenyable proofs produced 
by the DoQtor. ' His quarrel is,that we take 
Texts to get mony with them, and that ſome 
1ofift a quarter of a year, or-half a year upon 
a'Text, which I think very. few do, nor any 
but when their Text has ſuch plenty and 
variety of matter in it, as requires much 
time inthe handling of it , which is a thing 
that hath no unlawfulneſs in it at all , and 
therefore is far from being a juſt cauſe of (e- 
paration from us. ' Laſtly, obſerve that he 
magnifies the learning of the' Scribes and 
Phariſees, and makes a very Ipnoramws of 
St. Peter, affirming that Peter, who open'd 
the Scriptures, was an unlearned man. 

Will they prove that St.Peter,who open'd 
the Scriptures, was an -unlearned tan ?- Is 
there no difference betwixt Peter the Fiſher- 
man,and Peter the Diſciple'? Had he been fo 
. Jong with him thar ſpoke as never man ſpake, 
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and is he ſtil] unlearned? Did the holy Ghoſt 


« give himthe tongue of the learned, nay a por- 


tion of- the Cloven Tongues by which he 
fpake all languages,toenable him to expound 
the Scriptures to all nations; and is this Peter 


unlearned (till? Doth he not ſay that the uwn- 


learned and the naſtable wreſt the Scriptures 
to their awn deftrudtion,and is he himfelt un- 
learned ? Is this the Doctrine of their dear 
innocent Richard? is this n conquering through 


wuth ? as ſome of his * brethren ſay of him. : 


I pray conlider whether ſuch blind Guides, 
and thoſe that follow them be not in danger 
ot falling into the ditch ? 

Par.But I pray tell me what is the mean- 
ing of the.laſt Text you quoted, 2 Pet. 3-16. 
In which are fime things bard to be unders 
ſtood, which the unlearned and the unjtable 
wriſt , as they do other Scriptures to their 
own deſtruftion. Who are they whom' St. 
Peter here calls unlearned ? 

Min. If thoſe words of St. Peter were 
duly weigh'd and underſtood by you, they 
would give you abundant fatistaction-:n 
many ot your ſcruples, and let you fee: the 
weak foundation of Quakeriſm , or-rather 
that it hath none at all , but ignorance, un- 
ſtableneſs, 'and wreſting of the holy Scrip- 
tures, which the Apoſtle St. Peter reproves 
in this Text. In which are four -partt- 
culars- recommended to your obſervatis 

= I. That 
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r. That ſome paſſages of Scripture are 
ſo obſcure and dark, that they are hard to be 


* underſtood, 


2, That by that occaſion ſuch places have 
been wreſted , that is, miſ-interpre- 
ted, 

3. A twofold cauſe in thoſe that wreſt 
them, viz, want of learning, and the want 
of ſtability or ſtedfaſtne(s. - 

4. The fad effects of it, viz. deſtruction 
to themſelves. 

Par. If you ſuppoſe that many things in 
our preſent debate will fall under theſe 
heads, I pray let us procecd in your” me- 
thod, and diſcourſe theſe particulars at 
large. Therefore what do you fay to the 
frlt propoſition that ſome paſſages in Scrip- 
ture are ſo obſcure, that they are hard to be 
underſtood 3 What infer you from thence a- 
gainſt the Quakers ? 

Miz. If the Scripture abounds with fo 
many obſcure paſſages, I infex- thence the 
fame which the Apoſtles words do imply , 
viz. the neceſſity of Learning in the inter- 
preting of Scriptures, and the great danger 
of mif-interpreting them without it, as tol- 
lows inthenext words, that tell us de fatto 
how much they are wreſted for , want of 
Learning. Therefore your ſclf may infer 
further, that they that want it , as moſt of 
your Leaders do, arc very unhi perſons to 
be preachers and interpreters of the holy 
Wor 


, 
y 
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Word of God, or to be followed by you as 
your Guides, Myſteries, Types, and Alle- 
gories, which the Bible is ſo full of, being 
ſuch things as render holy Scriptures difh- 
cult , even to the moſt learned, how 
much more to the unlearned and the un- 
ſtable. 

Par. But theſe are taken out of the Old 
Law , which was a ſhadow of things to 
come3 a ſhadow indeed is dark , but what 
is this to the Goſpel, which -is clear and 
bright? 

Min.Y ou will not deny that St. Rav! was 
a preacher of the Goſpel: Now St. Peter's 
words, as they imply the obſcurity of ſome 
other Scriptures in general ſo do they -at- 
hrm that St. Paul's Epiſtles in particular 
were hard to be underitood ; and -it they 
were hard then, in thoſe daycs of primitive 
light and purity, and: extraordinary- inſpi- 
ration, and even 'to- thoſe that were ac- 
quainted with the Original Languages, 
whereing they were written, and with the 
peculiar proverbs and proprieties of them; 
If they were hard :then to thoſe who well 
underſtood the rites and cuſtoms of the peo- 
ple to whom they were-'particularly writ- 
ten 3 and who might be eaſily informed of 
the particular occation', and by that mieans, 
of the true ſcope of them 3 how much mote 
difficult muſt they needs 'be tous at this di- 
ſtance, eſpecially to ſuch as are wholly firan- 
gers 
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gers to all thoſe things aforemention'd, that 
are ſo neceſſary to the making any dark 
- Scriptures intelligible. 

Par.This I cannot deny, but then I would 
gladly know,how to reconcile this with ſuch 
paſſages in the Bible, which (contrarywile) 
call the Goſpel a Light , and bid us walk in 
the Light. 

Min. You are greatly miſtaken in ſuppo- 
ſing that I affirm all the Scriptures h:rd to be 
underſtood 3 I only ſay, as St. Peter fayes, 
that ſome paſſages are ſo; for {o run 
the words , in which are ſome things bard, 
Oc. 

Par. Are then the neceſſary points of 
Religion in them, hard to be annder- 


Miz. No,they are not, for whatſoever is 
neceſſary to ſalvation, cither to be believed, 
or to be done, are in ſome place or other in 
holy Scripture fitted. to the moſt vulgar 
capacity and ſhalloweſt underſtanding, as 
(for example ) the hiſtory of Chriſts birth, 
death, reſurreQion, and aſcenſion is, as ne- 
ceſſary to be believed , fo plain to: he 
underſtood ( though yet it hath been per- 
verted by the miſ-interpretation of the 
Duakers and ſome Hereticks, and from 
plain Hiſtory turn'd into meer Allegory 3 ) 
Fhen the duties of the firſt and ſecond 
Table 'of the Law, and the Love of God 
and our Neighbour; all the Evangelical 
; Pre- 
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Precepts and the Eſſentials of Religion, are 
in the Goſpel made ſuch eafie Do&tines, 
that he that runs may read them, being 
htted to the capacity of the moſt unlearn- 
ed: And this reminds us of our duty of 
thanktulneſs to our, great Law-giver in that 
he hath made thoſe DoEtrines molt plain, 
which are moſt neceſſary to be believed, 
and thoſe things leaſt neceſſary which are 
moſt difficult: As for example, it is not 
neceſſary to ſalvation to be knowing in all 
the circumſtances of the Levitical Rites, 
' nor in all the Genealogies of the Scripture, 
nor in all the Apocalyptical Propheſies, and 
therefore the obſcurity of them need not dif 
may us. 

Par. Certainly God would never have 
ſent his Meſſengers to deliver thoſe 
things to the world , which he did not 
indiſpenlibly require every one to Under 
ſtand. 

Min. T hope to convince you of this 
miſtake, and to affilt your apprehenſi- 
on by this plain compariſon. Suppole a 
King makes a great Feaſt for his Sub- 
jets he prepares meats for all conſtt- 
tutions, and different diſhes for diffe- 
rent ſtomachs, that among all this varie- 
ty every perſon ſhculd feed upon that 
which is molt agreeable to his conſtitutions 
juſt ſuch preparations. hath God made tor 


'the Church in holy Scriptures , where are 
| Vyands 
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Vyands for all pallats ; For the ſtrong, there 
is ſtrong meat, and myſteries to exerciſe the 
greateſt Wits and the moſt improved Un- 
derſtandings, Heb. 5.14. And as for thoſe, 
whoſe underſtanding is either clouded by an 
unhappy conſtitution , or was never well 0- 
pen'd and improv*d by education, to ſuch 
there is not wanting what is neceſſary, even 
milk for babes -, many paſſages , eſpecially 
thoſe of the greateſt concern, being written 
in ſuch a plain and familiar ſtyle, that the 
weakeſt and moſt illiterate ( of which num- 
ber a greateſt part of the members of the 
Church are) ſhall never be able to excuſe 
the negle& of them 3 the Omniſcient Au- 
thor of the Scriptures herein graciouſly con- 
deſcending to the ſhalloweſt capacities, to 
let them ſee,that they were not forgotten nor 
overlook*t by him, who fays, All Souls are 
bis, Ezek. 18. 4. The Scriptures being ordi- 
narily compared to ſuch a River,whercin the 
Elephant may ſwim, and the Lamb may 
wade: But when illiterate. people , who 
commonly fee no further than the outward 
appearance of things, will venture to bg 
guides, and will be rafhly paſſing judgment 
upon that which is above their underſtand- 
ings3 according to that character given of 
ſuch men, 1 Tim.1. 7. Deſiring to be teachers 
of the Law, underſtanding neither what they 
Jay, nor whereof they affirm; and do leave 
the plain calie paths, and contidently fal- 
| ling 
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ling upon points too high for them,no won- 
der if ſuch wrelt and pervert the Scrip- 
tures. 

Par. I remember that was the ſecond par- 
ticular, that the Scriptures have heen wre- 
ſed; How do you make that good ? 

Min. This is matter of fact, 'and known 
to all that are acquainted either with men, 
or Books » for we all too ſadly know , that 
there is not that opinion in Religion , be it Nallum fo 
never ſo wild and abſurd, but challengeth ©/*# 
authority from the Scriptures. "Though ew 
truth be the ſame, yet every {c& lays claim 
to itz and though the Scripture be the foun- 
tain of truth, yet is it by ſome rendred the 
very {ink of errours : Go to all the wild 
Secs, yea Herelies in the world, thoſe of 
the Arriens, Socinians, Antinomians, Ran- 
ters, as well as this of the Quakers; all thels 
will, with equal confidence, challenge an 
authority from the Word of God. 

The fault here is not in the Scriptures, 
but in them that do abuſe and wreſt them to 
their own conceptions, to make them ſpeak: 
their own ſenſe 3 as for inſtance, Suppoſe a 
man that is troubled with a Vertigo in his 
head, ſhould tell you that he is confident, 
the carth turns round z *tis not the earth, 
but a diſturbed brain that is the cauſe of this 
miſ-apprehenſion 3 So every Fanatick will 
tell. you, that he's confident, he has the 


Scripture on his ſide, in the behalf of his 
opinion 
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Opinion 3 where 'is now the fault , in the 
Scripture ? or in the whim inhis pate 7 The 
Scriptures are in no fault for any irregulari- 
ties in the conceptions' of ſuch men: The 
fault is in their byaſs'd affections, and theit 
want of ſtcady principles, and defe& both 
of wit and grace 3 but the true ſenſe of Scri- 
pture words continues ore and the fame, 
though mens erroneous conceptions and ih- 
terpretations of them ſhould ftill abound 
and- vary to the worlds end: 

Par. But how then happens this ſtrange 
varicty in the interpretation of Scrip- 
ture? | 

Min. By taking the words thereof to put 
what conlittucion they pleaſe upon them , 
, while they miſtake their", true __ and 
NM #% meaning for it is not the Letter , but the 
Te paae- Senſe, that is the Word of God. And *tis 
1a, xa4T- not only Quakers and other Separatiſts that 
Tu 5 TW have the words of Seriptute, but the Devil 
averzy» al(o, as you will find Math. 4. 6. when he 
ry" Ew tempted' our Saviour 3 He replyes there 

as" with a Text of Scripture, But the Devil 
—_—_ and theſe wanting the ſenſe and delign, take 
#jpih' theſhell and leave the kernel. It was St. 
Aus *P1” + Auguſtines ſaying, That Hereticks and 
an te Schiſmaticks fteal the words of Chrift : inti- 
Tas © ©* mating that they may uſe his Name, his 
Nita Word, and his Ordinances3 but then, *tis 
Clam dex, O0ly as Thieves and Robbers uſe their ſtolh 
firom, 70, g90ds towhich they have no right nor pro- 
perty. Par: 
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| Par.' Give me now leave to remind you 
of your third particular , viz. the cauſes 
thereexpreſt , why the Scriptures are thus 
wrelſted. 

Min, I am ready to gratifie your deſires, 
and begin with the tirſt cauſe , namely, the 
want, of. learning , which is derided by 
Hubberthorn , and cenſur'd by thoſe that 
know it not. And here you are to take 
ſpecial notice, that Learning is by the Holy 
Ghoſt declared ſo neceſſary for the under- 
ſtanding of difficult raſſaght in the Scrip- 
tures, that the cauſe of the wreſting them 
is attributed to the want of it, in theſe 
words, which the unlearned and the unſta- 
ble wreſt, &c. 2 Pet. 3. i6. Belides,I have 
this to fay for the honour of Learning, that 
none do vilite or ſpeak diſdainfully of it,but 
ſuch as are unacquainted with it. It would 
be ſtrange to hear a man that was born 
blind, diſcourſe of colours. Ask ſuch an 
one what apprehenſion he has of them, pol- 
libly he will tell you chat he does ſuppoſe 
colours to be fiſh or/fleſh, or elſe a crack of 
thunder 3 for the «rue notion of colours is 


only to be apprehended by the. Organs of 


light 3 fo that, as nocolour can be difcern'd 
or judg*d of by any but thoſe that ſee it, fo 
neither Learning by any but thoſe that know 
it. And it is as impoſſible for unlearned men 
to. be able to judge aright of Learning, as it 
33 for blind men to judge of colours, or to 


I Tim.1.9 


Eruditi 
nou habet 
inimicum 


preter - ig- 


nordntem, 
Ignoti nu{- 
la eupid0, 


H diſtingui(ti 


I. 


2o 


- J Friendly Conference. 


d Magi betwixt black and white; for * tis 

peculiar to Wiſdom, 'that ſhe is Juſtih'd of 
Fs childre onily, becauſe none but they can. 
be cornpetent Judges of her. 

Por. I cannot but confeſs all this to be ve- 
ry reaſonable, but yet methinks, it our Sa- 
viour had ſo great regard unto Learning,*tis 
very ſirange that he Fould make uſe.ot illi- 
terate perſons, fiſhermen and ſuch likegto be 
the firſt preachers of his Goſpel. 

Min. That argument diminiſheth not the 
reputation of Learning; for 1. Though the 
Apoſtles were unlearned when Jeſus called 
thety, yet to the eternal honour of Learn- 
ing, he made them learned in all tongues 
by a miracle, before he'ſent them abroad to 
teach all Nations3 teaching us thereby that 
rien wholly illiterate are not fit to preach 
the” Goſpel. | 

And again, if you will rightly conſider, 
how the caſe then ſtood , you may obſerve, 
there was great reaſon for it, ( and it was 
a. great inſtance of Divine wiſdom in calling 
ſuch men) viz. in order to the moſt ſuccels- 
ful promulgation of 'the Goſpel, and the 

glory of God : For had our Lord choſen 
the Philofophers and/learned Rabbies of the 
time, his whole Dotrine might have been 
oppoſed with greater force of argument , 
and would have loſt much of its duc repu- 
tation; by being aſcrib'd-to ſuch mens in- 
vention, as if its ſucceſs had been wholly 

. owing 
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owing to their $kill and learning, and not 
to the mighty power of God, 1 Cor. 2. 4, 5% 
Kt would (as to! that particulat) have want- 
edthat ſtamp of Divinity which the miracle 
of their inſpired learning ſet upon-it, Which 
was'St. Paxl's caſe with the men of Corinth: 
Some Malignants these knowing his educa- 
tion-to be altogether ſcholaſtical, took an 
occalion thence ſecretly. to- undertnine his 
authority-in the Church of- God, as though: 
he had-wrought upon the people only by his; 


\ learning andipolicy 3 which occafion'd thoſe: 


proteſtations of-his, 1 Cor, 2, 4. That | bis 
preaching mas not with the' enticing words of 
mans wiſdom, &c. 


The truthof: the Goſpel, being thus atte- _ 


fted by miracles, inhdelity became utterly 
inexcufable 3: and among the many miracles 
he wrought for the-conftirmation of the Go» 
ſpel, That was;none of the ' leaſt, that he 
ſhould - endue ignorant and! unlearned ' men 
with ſuch mighty giftsz athing which the 
whole Council of the Jewifh Saxedrim were 
aſtoniſh'd'at, as you-may. fee in As 4.13; 
And the meaner their-<ducation was , the 
more evident-it appear'd, that their new 
indowments- were extraprdinary and di- 
Vine. 


3. | The Quakers 'run_ theryſe)ves: 
into thele miſtakes , by not. diſtinguiſk- 
ing, aright between a- time ordinaxy;' and 
a. time extraordinary, accord 


to, 
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which God is -pleas'd to. ſuit his Provi- 
dence. ; 

Par, What do you mean by this diſtin- 

. tion betwixt times ordinary and times ECXx- 

traordinary? 

Min. I ſhall explain my meaning by this 

familiar inſtance. - When the children of 

Pſ.107. 5» 1ſrael were in the. Wilderneſs hungry «nd 

thirſty, their ſouls fainted in them, they had 

there no opportunity of plowing and ſow- 

ing, it was a time extraordinary z where- 

fore God to manifeſt his greatneſs and good- 

| neſs, ſupplies them by as extraordinary a 

Providence, viz. by raining down Manna 

from Heaven to ſupply that neceſſity 3 but 

when the children of Iſrael came into the 

Land of Canaan, where the.carth was fer- 

| tile, and where they had opportunity beth 

Joſ.5 12, to plow and ſow , then Manna ceaſed. So 

upon the firſt plantation of the Goſpel, the 

world might titly be compared to a barren 

Wilderneſs, no Univerſities confiſting of a 

Goſpel education(as it was impoſſible there 

ſhould) wherefore Chriſt ſupplies that bar- 

renneſ(s, by thoſe extraordinary qualihcati- 

ons and gifts which he gave unto men 3 his 

Diſciples were to plant the Goſpel inall Na- 

tions, and probably underſtood no language 

but the Syrian (their own mother tongue; ) 

he therefore rains upon them not Mann , 

but cloven Tongues, whereby they were ca- 


pacicated to preach theGoſpel toall ny 
| an 
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and Nations under Heaven 3 and what they 
wanted in education was ſupplyed them by 
a miracle. But a time was coming when 
theſe tongues ſhould ceaſe,the main work be- 
ing done 3 and Chriſtianity being thus al- 
ready evidenced by detnonſtration and pow- 
er (that is by miracles ) we muſt now be 
contented with theſe ordinary means, which 
God's good Providence has allowed us for 
the conveying of knowledg to us.For though 
the planting of the Church required mira- 
cles, yet the watering of it does not the 
-undoubted hiſtories of the miracles already 
wrought, with the excellency of the Do- 
Erine confirmed by them, being now a ſut- 
ficient moral perſwafion to procure the 
complyance of every honeſt heart and un- 
prejudic'd hearer, 

Par, But ought not you , who. pretend 
to be the Apoſtles Succeſſors, to receive all 
Goſpel knowledge in the ſame manner , and 
in all thoſe wayes wherein it was communt- 
cated to them ? 

Mix. I ſay no, and it would be preſump- 
tion in us to expect it. 

Par. O ſtrange reply ! 

Min. *Tis no more ſtrange , than for me 
to ſay, that a Husbandman ought not now 
to look for Manna,but to follow his labours 
and watch his ſeaſons 3 for ſuch a one would 
wonder, ſhould I bid him burn his plows 
and other implements of Husbandry , and 
H3 tell 


' Ommis 
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tell him that he ought ſo to do, for this rea- 
ſon, becauſe Chriſt fed tive thouſand' with a 


. few loaves, and fewer fiſhes : Compare but 


the other caſe with-this , and you will find 
them exaQtly parallel, and that it is as un- 
godly and abſurd , to depend upon extra- 
ordinary revelations and miracles, while we 
negle& the ordinary means under which we 
live, as it is for a Husbandman wholly to 
give over husbandry-in cxpcation of be- 
ing - provided . for by daily miracles 3 for 
though Gods hand be not ſhortned, but that 
Itis in his power to give the Church now 


* the-ſame gifts of tongues, of working mi- 


racles, and the reſt, as he was pleaſed to do 
in the primitive age of the Church, yea, and 
tofeed us ( without our induſtry )) with 
Manna and Quails, as he did his Church in 
the Wilderneſs, or by the Ravens, as he did 
Eliſha or to make the ſmall provitions we 
have,to abound by an inexhaultible increaſe, 
as he did the Widows barre! of meal , and 
cruſe of Oyl : and (in the Goſpel) the tive 
loaves and two fiſhes 3 though he could ſoon 
introduce the * Golden Age, to make it a 
perpetual Spring, and to cauſe the carth to 
bring forth all her fruits, and teem her ri- 
ches to us of her own-accord 3 though God 
could quickly do allthis, and more 3 though 
he could tranſlate us inſtantly, and carry us 
up into a better habitationz though he could 
Perfect us out of hand, and the next minute 
; wrap 
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wrap us into the third Heaven, and reſtus 
in Paradiſe ; though this be in his power , 
yet we ſee it is not in his will; It is not 
his pleaſure thus to diſpenſe his favours, nor 
fo pour out his bleſſings all at once : For 
though the Divine power andGoodhels too, 
be both of them infinite, yet do not engage 
God (though an Almighty Father) in do- 
ing good, to a like natural Agents , both 


alwayes and Þ all he can. For the as of his + Semper 
Power and Goodneſs are determin'd by his (F 4d uiti- 
infinite Wiſdomez And he diſpenſeth his 3% * ef, 


gifts according as there is neceſſity and occa» 
hon for them. 

That the Spirit helpeth us to underſtand 
old truths already revealed in Scripture, we 
confeſs and pray for his afſiſtance therein,but 
to pretend to ſuch miraculous inſpirations as 
the Apoltles once had, or to new revelati- 
ons beyond what was diſcover'd to them, is 
a horrible cheat ſet up at hrſt by St. Francis 
and St. Bridget, and ſome other Fanatical 
Friers and Nuns of the Romiſh Church , 
whoſe ſteps the Duakers do now follow, but 
the delution-and falſhood of ſuch pretences 
will appear, if you conſider 

1. How highly theſe new revelations dif- 
parage the Holy Scripture, which it it be 
true, and may be believed , declares ir (clt 
to be aperfe and ſufficient rule in order to 
flvation , 2 Tim. 3. 17. and accurſcth all 
that ſhall preach any other DoQtrine, Gol. 1. 


H 4 8, 9 
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$,9. andin the cloſe of that holy Book, a 
woe is denounced to all that_ ſhould add 
any thing to it, or take any thing from it 
So that they who would make new additi- 
ons by daily inſpirations, make God himſelf 
a lyar in commending that to us for a per- 
fe& rule which needs continual additions 3 
and the preaching of Chriſt and his Apoſiles 
at this rate muſt be thought imperfec , and 
that Word which ſhould try the Spirits mult 
ſubmit to every new revelation; Nor do the 
Papilts more diſhonour Gods Word by ma- 
king their Traditions of cqual value to it, 
than the Quakers by eſteeming their new 
revelations to be as much trom the Spirit 
of God. | 
_ 2. Conſider how contrary theſe new re- 
velations are toGods conltant method, in re- 
gard they came naked ,without any miracles 
toatteſt them, for when did God ever (end 
any new-Doctrine into the World, and did 
not alſo giye the Preachers thereof a power 
of working miracles to confirm that it was 
from him? Moſes had this power when he 
was to ſet up the Law 3 Jeſus when he was 
to Preach the Goſpel to the Jews; the A- 
poſtles when they were to convert the Gen- 
files : But as St, Auſtin:notes, when once 
the World did believe, this power ceaſed , 
which was only given that they +might be- 
lieve, Nowit God had ſent the Duokers 
with any new revelations, how comes it to 
paſs 
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paſs, he hath given them no power of do+- 
ing miracles, or why do any believe them, 
whenas God doth not bear witneſs to them 
as in other caſes he alwayes did ? ſhall' we 
take their own words for it, or eſteem their 
new DoQtrines, not confirmed with any Di- 
vine Powers, as highly as we do the Holy 
Goſpel, witneſſed by many thouſand mira- 
cles 3 this were to make our ſelves as fooliſh 


* as thoſe who dote upon them, and to en- 


courage every Cheat toimpols his fancies on 
us as Divine Revelations, who hath the con- 
hdence to ſay he is inſpired. 

3- New Revelations do manifeſtly contra- 
dict the Faith of the primitive Chriſtians, 
and holy Fathers, who called the Scriptures 
the truelt rule of Doctrine (4) 3 the ancient (a)Orig.in 
meaſure of Faith (bz the Divine Stand- Mah. | 
ard (c ); tlic Repolitory of all things necel- (4) zyfes, 
ſary either tv Faith or Manners (4); they z#ift.li.s. 
cltcemed it great impudence to affirm any (<)4ng.de 
thing without their Authority (e), or to ©" v4 
expe any truths beyond what was writ- (4) 74s 
ten (f); they defired not tobe believed,un- de Dol, 
leſs they proved their aſſertions by Scrip- ©ift. 
ture (g)3 Did they not in every Councel ex- _— — 


amin all Dodrines and Opinions by the 4, ,, af- 


frymem 
guod 5, Seriptura ſilentio praterit. Thead Dial. 2. 
(f) Bend habet guod its gue ſcripta ſunt contentus eſt; Hil.de 
Trin, libs 3- - 
(g) Non mibiquidem ſimpliciter fdem adbibeas,n ft de divine 
Serip-torum gue dicam demonſirationem accipias, Cyril. Cat, 4s 
writtcn 
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(hy Jn u- written (þ) Word of God ? and condemn 
mam co" thoſe for Hereticks who invented new fan- 
VE IAMKY . . - , 
(9 Sciip- Cies not agreeing to it (i); And when the 
turis din Gnoſticks , Montanijts, and Mzſſalians, pre- 
ex utrague tended to Prophecy,, Raptures and Infſpira- 
Puree #% tion, they were cenfiux'd as Impoltors and 
atis, tam- , . 

prramen- Deceivers( k ). By all which 1t appears, 
tum ſalubri that if the Quakers had held torth their new 


moederatie- Revelations in thoſe purc and zealous dayes, 


ne libravi- they had alſo been ſolemnly convicted and” 


——_ denounced Hereticks , and why ſhould we 


Ep. 52, Embrace. that for a truth in theſe laſt and 
(i) $i non worſtof times which the belt Ages of the 
ef ScT1P- Church did reject as a notorious fal(- 


tm time- 
at ( VIZs hood. 


Hermege- 
wes) wa iiud adjicientibus vel detrahentibus deſtinatum, Tert. 
adv. Her mog. | 

(k) Meſſatiani dicuntur Entbuſtaſte, gui eujuſdam d.emenis 
operationem expeftant, (&T hanc Sf. Sandi preſcutiam arbitran- 
rr, Hiſt, Triparr.1,7.c.11, 


4+ And yet this new Doctrine of new Re- 
velations is not more falſe than it is miſchic- 
vous to thoſe who do believe it, for hereby 
their faith is uncertain as their Teachers fan- 
cy, and pocr deluded ſouls do receive falf- 
hood and railing, non-ſenſe and blaſphemy, 
as if they came from the Spirit of God 3 


They deſpiſe the ancient and pure, certain, 


and fixed principles of Chriſtianity received 
\ from Jeſus and his Apoſiles,ſealed with the 
blood of Martyrs , and retained by all good 
| | Chri- 
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Chriſtians 3 and admire the diſcourſe of a 
bold and empty man above them all; they 
take upon them to appoint new wayes of 
worſhip, and rcjc& the old, even the very 
Sacraments which Jeſus himſelt inſtituted 3 
they negle& Learning themfelves, contemn 
it in others, and would bring the World in- 
to an Egyptian darkneſs, it others were of 
heir mind 3 and all this and much 'morc 
thry do for a thing that never was nor nc- 
ver will be proved, for a dream, a meer 
ancy , and a miſcrable miſtake which none 
can believe till they have tirſt bid adieu to 
all ſenſe and reaſon. So that in meer pity 
to thoſe miſ-guided ſouls who tcllow this 
falſe and fantaltick light, I cannot but make 
this digrcflion to convince them that they a- 
dore a lic tor Divine Revclation, to the 
vreat hazard of their cternal damnati- 
ON. | 
Par. But do you deny all Revelati- 
ons? 

Min. 1 own thoſe Revelations , which 
are upon Rccord in the Holy Bible , which 
is the Word 'of God, wherein he hath re- 
vealed his Will to the Church, but no o- 

\ Ether Revelations do I hearken atrer. 

| Par. But the Znakers tell us, the Bible 

. ia dead Letter, but the Word of Gott is 

quick and powerful; fo is not the Bi- 
ble, FO 


M;1, 
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Min. By ſuch like fottiſh wayes of Rex 
ſaning, I.conceive , the Speakers among 
them endeavour to bring their filly -and un- 
ſtable Auditors into a contempt of Holy 
Scriptures, and to juſtihe their pretences to 
New Lights and Revelations. To proceed 
then, whence learn they that the Word of 
God is quick, and lively? 

Pay. Out of the Bible, Heb, 4.12. 

Min. What? out of that Bible which 
they call a dead Letter ? Judge then whe- 
ther theſe men are actcd by the rules of (6- 
briety and reaſon, that call that Book 1 
dead and ſenſleſs Letter, from whence they 
fetch their reaſons. And where is the Re- 
ligion of theſe men, that take a ſentence out 
ot the Word of Ged, to make it proveit 
ſelf dead and ſtupid. If thoſe places quoted 
by them, contain ſenſe and reaſon, why do 
they brand that Book with ſuch contempt 
ble characters, by calling it dead and ſen 
leſs ? But if thoſe places do truly contain 
no reaſon in them; why are the Quakers 
ſenſleſs themſelves, to produce reaſons from 
them ? Though the Leaves and Letters hav: 
no natural life in them, is therefore the ſenſe 
of the Scriptures dead ? And hath jt no 
rational importancein it? And are not the 
Duakers a company of fine Cheats, to take 


a Bible (as ſome in my preſence bave done)Fl,; 


and cry, Look at this, is this quick and live- 
ly ? as if the life natural, and bodily ſenſe, 
| were 


A Friendly Conference; 


were meant by that Scripture which they {6 
wretchedly abuſe and prophane. 

Suppoſe the King puts forth a Procla- 
mation, wherein he declares his Royal will 
and pleaſure, do you think it fit for every 
man that heareth it not firſt proclaimed, to 
light it, and to fay, it's a dead Letter? Is 
not this a way to evacuate to the Vulgar all 
Commands, and all Laws that are not given 
to every one by audible voice ? Yea, and to 
render every thing inlignihcant, that does 
not walk and ſpeak ? Is not this the very 
immediate way utterly to make void the 
written Word and Laws of God, and to 
ſend us fireight cither to Enthuſiaſms, 
Dreams and Phantaſms, or elſe to oral Tra- 
ditions, &c ? Is there not ſomething of a 
Fanatical Jeſuit here ? no doubt but theſe 
are fine wayes to decoy an illeterate multi= 
tude, as being very agrecable to them,who 
envy Learning, becaufe it is out of their 
reach, and who are more deſirous to be ted 
by fancy, than by Laws; and therefore wil- 
ling enough to have all Laws of God and 
Man, call'd dead Letters, to introduce their 
own fancies and pretended inſpirations. But 
Ipray you conlider,is there no uſe of Books, 
and Writings ? If you make void the Holy 
Friptures, becauſe they axe written, you do 
by the ſame argument make void all Hiſto- 
ries, Records, and all 2zakers books alſo; 
yea, by this means you make void your fa- 
ther's 
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thex's: Will , and-all the Deeds by 'force 
whercof, your ſelf or any man holds his 
Land, and may as reaſonably call them dead 
Letters, 'as you do the Bible : But if you 
think your written Dceds are valid, or that 
your writtenBonds do ſtand in full-force and 
vertue (according to the form they run in) 
to empower you to recover your Debtszwhy 
fhould not the written Word of God have 
as much force, and be as powerful to the 
ends for which the Wiſdom of God hath de- 
lign'd it, as any Writings, you have about 
you, are to eſtabliſh your temporal Rights, 
or to recover your dues ? If theſe have 
truth, force , and vertue in them , why 
ſhould you deny that the Holy Scriptures, 
by 'thoſe heavenly truths, thoſe divine pro- 
' miſes and threatnings written in them, have 
power and vertue by-the grace of God to 
awaken and quicken the reader or hearer to 
New life, and obedience, which 1s the 
meaning of its being termed quick, and live. 
ty. - Let me further argue” with you; Do 
we not-underſtand one anothers minds by E- 
piſtles-as well as Diſcourſes, by words that 
are written, as well as-words that are ſpc- 
ken ? may you not read ſenſe as well as hear 
it * And I appeal to your own conſcience, 
whether you may not-read as good- fenſe in 
the viſible Letters of' the Bible, as you can 
hear, either out of. the mouth of a Quaker 
or a Jeſuit? And I cannot but wonder ,that 
you, 
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you, whoſe judgment-I have formerly had 
a better eſteem of, ſhould now be tranſpor- 
ted fo far belidcs your reaſon and ſenſes ; 
Will you 'call the Ten Commandements 
(written by the tinger of God on two Ta- 
bles of Stone ) uſelcls and inſignificant cha- 
racters, becauſe they were on Stone ? Can 
your cycsand reaſon rcad no ſenſe in them ? 
and whileſt you have read the commands 
and threatnings of God , hath your Con- 
ſcience becn ſo dead, as not to tind-any life 
and power in them ? And though you un- 
dervalue the Leaves and Letters , yet dare 
you ſay that you had no reverence for the 
Ward of God , whcn you have heard it 
from the mouth of your Miniſter, preached 
with a lively and audible voice ? 

Par. I thank you for the pains you have 
taken with me, for now I perceive my mij- 
ſtake, and mult confcls that in this point L 
have been led into an error, for I ſhould be 
very unreaſonable , it I ſhould ſpeak .any 
more in behalf of thoſe abſurdities which [ 
now {ce are lodged in it 3 I ſhall only de- 
lire ſome further reaſons from you, why 
Revelations are not: fill to be expected by 
us. 

Mir. 1 ſhall think” no pains too much , 
provided you will henceforth uſe your Rea- 
ſon better than hitherto you have done , in 
the attention you have given to the £xa- 


kers; and that you will now learn toſuſpect 
the 


t12 


2 Petola15 . 


Pſal. 119, 
105. 


A Friendly Conference. 
the teachings of thoſe men, whom you be- 
gin to ſee and diſcover 3 and hereafter have 
a greater value of the Holy Scriptures, that 
more ſure word of Prophecy ; we being fſufh« 
ciently aſſured (ler the Ruakers ſay what 
they pleaſe) that God's Word is a lamp un- 
to our feet, and a light unto our paths, But 


'for any new Revelations, we need them 


not 3 the Apoſtle having declar*d unto us, 
that the Scriptures are able to make us wiſe 
»nto Salvation, thorow faith which i in Chriſt 
Feſis,2 Tim. 3. 15. To look then for more 
Revelations , or a repetition of the former, 
would be equally an a& of impudence and 
inhdelity. 
Par. Why of impudence and inhdeli- 
ty? 
: Min. Would it not bean a& of infideli- 
ty, not to believe God , when he plainly 
tells us, that the Scriptures themſelves are a- 
ble to make us wiſe unto ſalvation through 


. faith, &c. and to furniſh us thorowly to all 


good works ? And is it not an aG& of impu- 
dence, when God has plainly told us, that 
we have ſufficient, not tobe contented with 
them, but to expe and call for more ? 
Par. I confeſs I begin to have no eſteem 
for theſe pretenders to new Revelations, fo 
faras they are concern'd in that point yet 
I can hardly be reconcil'd to Learning, be 
cauſe it is not to be acquired without ſtudy 
and indufiry 3 whercas ſurely it is yo 
tna; 
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that expreſs command and promiſe given 
to the Diſciples .in Mark, 13. 11. Take #0 
thought before band, what ye ſhall fpeak, nei- 
ther do you premeditate, but whatſoever ſhall 
be given you in that hour, that ſpeak, you, 
for it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Holy 
G GS 7 , . 


Mzn. Take but the true ſenſe of this Scri- 
pture, and you can frame from thence no ar- 
gument to your advantage. 

Par. What is the ſenſe of that Scri- . 
pture? 

Min. The words import no more than 
this, That whereas the Diſciples were to 
be brought before the Kings and Potentates 
of the Earth, to vindicate the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity, that they might be under no 
diſcouragements, either from the preſence 
of thoſe before whom they were tb appear, 
or from a ſenfe of the meanneſs of their own 
education, he promiſes to ſupply all their 
defects miraculouſly : and whereas they had 
extraordinary work to perform, they might 
be aſſured of an extraordinary affiſtance 
from him : but this reacheth not to an or- 
dinary caſe, | 

' Par, But I have heard forhe Speakers ſay 
before they begun their. Diſcourſes , Thats 
they did not knory what they bad to ſay, but 
as the Spirit gave them utterance, that only 
tvonld they peaks and although they came 
without preparation, yet ſpake notably. . { 

[| Min; 
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the teachings of thoſe men, whom you be- 
gin to ſee and diſcover 3 and hereafter have 
a greater value of the Holy Scriptures, that 
more ſure word of Prophecy , we being fſuth- 
ciently aſſured (let the Buakers ſay what 
they pleaſe) that God's Word is a lamp un- 
to our feet, and a light unto our paths, But 


'for any new Revelations, we need them 


not 3 the Apoſtle having declar*d unto us, 
that the Scriptures are able to make us wiſe 
»nto Salvation, thorow faith which i in Chriſt 
Feſis,2 Tim. 3. 15. To look then for more 
Revelations , or a repetition of the former, 
would be equally an a& of impudence and 
inhdelity; 
Par, Why of impudence and inhdeli- 
ty? 
4 Min. Would it not bean a@ of inhideli- 
ty, not to believe God , when he plainly 
tells us, that the Scriptures themſelves are a- 
ble to make us wiſe unto ſalvation through 


| faith, &c. and to furniſh us thorowly to all 


good works ? And is it not an a of impu- 
dence, when God has plainly told us, that 
we have ſufficient, not tobe contented with 
them, but to expe and call for more ? 
Par. I confeſs I begin to have no eſteem 
for theſe pretenders to new Revelations, fo 
faras they are concern'd in that point; yet 
I can hardly be reconcil'd to Learning, wa 
cauſe it is not to be acquired without ſtudy 
and indufiry z whercas ſurely it is "_ 
tha: 
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that expreſs command and promiſe given 
to the Diſciples .in Mark, 13. 11. Take #0 
thought before hand, what ye ſhall fpeak,, nei- 
ther do you premeditate, but whatſoever ſhall 
be given you in that hour, that ſpeak, you, 
- it is not ye that ſpeak, but the Holy 
G UW 


Min. Take but the true ſenſe of this Scri- 
pture, and you can frame from thence no ar- 
gument to your advantage. 

Par. What is the ſenſe of that Scri- 
pture? 

Min. The words import no more than 
this, That whereas the Diſciples were to 
be brought before the Kings and Potentates 
of the Earth, to vindicate the Doctrine of 
Chriſtianity, that they might be under no 
diſcouragements, cither from the preſence 
of thoſe before whom they were to appear, 
or from a ſenfe of the meanneſs of their own 
education, he promiſes to ſupply all their 
defets miraculouſly : and whereas they had 
extraordinary work to perform, they might 
be aſſured of an extraordinary athiſtance 
from him : but this reacheth not to an or- 
dinary caſe, 


m Par, But I have heard forhe Speakers lay 
lo F before they begun their Diſcourſes , Thas 
ma they did not knoro what they bad to ſay, but 


a4 the Spirit gave them utterance , that only 
tyonld they ſpeaks; and although they came 
without preparation, yet; poke notably. 


Min; 
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Min. That which incited your attention 
(if you had underſtood it ) ſhould rather 
have frighted you away from the Sacritice 
of a Fool 3 for there is a company of wan- 
dering Fellows that have got into a road of 
babling, and father their nonſenſical fluff 
upon the good Spirit of God, and no won- 
der they are never out while they ſpeak 


*Quicguid * whatſoever comes next on their tongues 
in buccam end. 


wvenerit, 


2 Sam.24e 


But as to the Objeion out of the Text 
you quoted, you mult not interpret it to 0- 
verthrow other plain Scriptures, and that 
plain advice which St. Paul gives to Tims- 
thy, Till I come, give attendance to reading, 
exbortation and dofirine, Meditate on theſe 
tbings ; Give thy ſelf whol'y unto them , that 
thy profitting may appear wnto all, 1 Tim. 4. 
13,15. and ſiudy to ſhew thy ſelf aworkmau 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not be aſhamed , 2 Tim. 2. 15. And there 
is a great deal of equity for it, as inthe like 


caſe David of old told Araunah the Jebuſite, - 


That be would not offer that to God which coſt 
him nothing. Sce Solomons advice, Be not 
raſh with thy mouth, and let not thine beart 
be haſty to utter any thing before God, for 
God is in. Heaven , and thou upon Earth ; 
therefore let thy words be few , Eccleſ. 5. 2. 
Wherein we may take notice, that the Spi- 
rit of God is ſo far from owning thoſe &x- 
temporary exerciſes in his Worlhip, on 
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they are reproved by him. *Tis not the 
nimbleneſs of the fancy , quickneſs of in- 
vention, readineſs of clocution, fluency of 
ſpeech, or a ready tongue that God js de- 
lighted with 3 with theſe we work upon 
the imperfeCtions of men, and theſe are na- 
| tural faculties, with which the worſt of 
men have been endowed ſuch as Achitopbet 
and Tertullws, whilſt holy Moſes was natu- 
rally defective in his utterance, Exod.10.14s 
The ule of theſe faculties in the exerciſes of 
Religion, without reverence, truth , and 
ſobernels, cannot be plealing unto God. 

Par. But do you not remember what 2 
DBnaker in my hearing objected to you a- 
gainit Learning: That Tongues are ceas'd ? 

Min. I remember it very well, and you 
may- remember the reply I made, That 
Learning was ſo far from being oppoſed by 
that Scripture, that it is a mighty argument 
for its jultitication : I perceive the 2xakers 
underſtand not the meaning of the word 
tongues ( which the Scripture faith are cea- 
ſed ) for by them is only meant , that the 
miraculow ſupplies in the gitt of tongues, 
and underſtanding all languages by #nſpirs- 
tion, given to the Apoſtles and primitive 
Chriſtians be now ceaſed, as we ſee they 
are : the Goſpel being ſufficiently promul- 
ged, and by theſe and all other Miracles pro- 
ved to be Divine, And yet there remains 
a neceſſity of interpreting an — 
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ing theſe original tongues, Hebrew and 
Greek , in which the Scriptures were writ- 
ten, it being impoſſible that without the 
knowledge of them, the Goſpel ſhould have 
been tranſlated and communicated to us: 
And we have great reaſon to be truly thank- 
ful that the Scriptures are tranſlated into the 
Vulgar Languages, but then we axe behold- 
en to the Learning of the Tranſlators and 
if Learning was at firſt neceſſary for the 
tranſlating of the Scriptures, it is ſtill as ne- 
ceſſary for the interpreting of them. And 
while I obſerve how the Duokers perſecute 
the Clergy with the venom of their tongues, 
and abhor their works for the ill will they 
bear unto their perfons, my wonder is that 
they ſhould look into our Engliſh Bible, it 
being tranſlated by Clergy-men , and with 
the help of that Learning, which the Bua- 
kers fo much defpiſe and abhor. 

So that Learning has a ſtrong argument 
from the Text which you bring in preju- 
dice of it, For it the extraordmary gift of 
Tongues be ceaſed, while there is ſtill a ne- 
ceſſity of underfianding thoſe Tongues for 
the tranſlation of Scripture, I pray by what 
way and means mult Ye attain the know- 
ledge of it, but by the ordinary means of 
ſtudy, induſtry, or Univerſity education ? 
And do you not ſee that *tis Learning and 
learned Men that the good Providence of 


God hath made fo highly inftrumental » 
the 
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* the ſervice of his Church. So therefore 


(with Balaam) thoſe whom you had de- 
lign'd to have curſt, you againſt your wills 
have bleſt : and the argument by which you 
thought to have overthrown Learning , 
proves an eſtabliſhment of it 3 and I thank 
you for reminding me bf what I had like to 
have forgot. 

Par. But now I pray you (hew me what 
uſe there can be of Learning in unfolding 
difhcult places in Scripture ? 

Min, Theuſe of Learning will appear in 
three eminent inſtances: 

I. In giving a right diſtin&ion of the ſe- 
veral ſenſes of Scripture. 

2, In the right timing of the paſſages 
therein, 

3- In applying of Scripture fealonably 
and properly, on each occaſion. 

Now as to the hirſt, you are to under- 
ſtand that there are ſeveral ſenſes in which 
the Scripture-words and phraſes are to be 
variouſly underſtood and interpreted, as 
namely literal , moral, myſtical, and tropi- 
cal, Though theſe be hard words, yet I 
hope to make them eaſie in the explication 
of them by Scripture-inſtances. In the li- 
teral ſenſe you underſtand Scripture accord- 
ing to the bare import of the wards : The 
Moral is when the ſenſe goes higher than 
the words, being back't by reaſon and the 
law of nature : The Myſtical ſenſe is that 
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which is ſtill more hid, and by the defign- 
ment of the Holy Ghoſt, looks further than 
either of the other. 

\ I willnow produce one Text, which in- 
cludes in it all thcſe three ſenſes, it 1s 1n 
1 Tim, 5.18. the words are theſe, Thou 
ſhalt not muzle the Ox that treadeth out the 
corn, Theliteral ſenſe is, that every good 
man is merciful to his Bcaſt 3 and that the 
poor Creature toyling for us, ought tq have 
a maintenance from us. The moral ſenſe, 
taken out of the principles of Equity, and 
the Law of Nature by reaſonable Conſe- 
quence, is, That the labourer is worthy of bi 
bire, The Myſiical ſenſe ( viz. ) the till 
further intendment of that Law, was a 
Divine ordination, that they who preach the 
Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel (7.2. the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ought to be provid- 
e&d for, 1 Coreg.9,12. 

Now as ſome Scriptures will bear a li- 
teral ſenſe with the morz?}, and the myſti> 
cal, there arc yet other Scriptures that 
will not , therefore in the fourth place ſuch 
Texts as theſe are to be interpreted #ropi- 
cally, 

Par. What do you mean by that ? 

Min. Such a hgurative expreſſion, where» 
of thereare ſeveral forts , which you will 
meet with in the reading of the Scriptures 
Some are metapboticgt,” which is a'borrow- ' 
£d expreſſion, when another thing is made 
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ule of to expreſs our meanings by, and can- 
not be taken literally, as that of Fobx 15.1, 
I am the true Vine, and my Father is the 
Hubandman. The Prophet Iſaiah pro- 
phecying of the admirable effets of Chriſti- 
anity, -uſeth theſe expreſſions, Chap. 11. 6, 
7, 8. The Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb , 
axd the Leopard ſhall lie down with the Kid, 
end the Calf and the young Lion, and the 
Fatling together, and a little Child ſhall lead 
them, And the Cow and the Bear ſhall feed, 
their young ones ſhall lie down together : and 
the Lion ſhall eat (traw like the Ox ; and the 
ſucking Child ſhall play on the hole of the 
Aſp,and the weaned Child ſhall pant bis hand 
ou the Cockatrice den. 

Do you ſuppoſe that this Scripture is to 
be underſtood literally , as if a time were 
coming, when there ſhould be a perfect re» 
concilement among the Creatures, their na- 
tural antipathies being taken away? No, 
theſe are but ſo many metaphorical repre- 
ſentations of the excellent temper of Chri- 
ſtianity 3 that the doQtrine thereof , will et- 
fe& a real change in our natures : That that 
Gvage, waſpiſh, cruſty humour of our na- 
tural diſpolitions,ſhall by the Chriſtian laws 
and the Spirit of Chriſt, be transformed c- 
yen into the meekneſs and innocency of a 
Latab. And when our Lord bids us put 
out and” cut off our offending eyes and 
hands, he hath nodeſign to proyoke us to 
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diſmember our felvesz no, *tis -our dar- 
ling fins and beloved vices which he levels 
at. 

Again, as ſome S-riptures are to be in- 
terpreted metaphorically, ſo others allego- 
rically, which is by continuing of a Trope; 
and this you have in the caſe ot Hagar and 
Sarah, Sinai and Sion , which the Apoſtle 
calls the two Covenants, and faith they 
are an Allegory , Gal. 4. 24. &c. to the 
Chapters end ; for ſo far you will tind the 
explication of the Allegory continued, A- 
gain, there are other Scriptures which mull 
be interpreted by an Hyperbole, which is a- 
nother-kind of Trope or Figure 3 whenthe 
truth of the thing affirmed, lies not in the 
letters, but in the priviledge of the phraſe, 
as John 21.25. And there are alſo many 0- 
ther things which Jeſus did; which if they 
ſhould be written every one, 1 ſuppoſe that 
the World it ſelf could not contain the Books 
that ſbould be written. Where the Evan- 
geliſt takes a Rhetorical liberty, that he 
might with greater elegancy expreſs, that 
our Saviour was not idle in this life, but 
marvellouſly buſic and aQtive in it. 

In other- places God repreſents himſelf 


25. tous after the * manner of men,as attribu- 
- ting to himſelf eyes, cars, and hands, -walk- 


ing, ſleeping, repenting, and the like; it 
being the great mercy of Godin ſo reveal- 
ing himſelt and his diſpenſations to may 
= = - kin 
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kind (that thereby he may accommodafe 


T21T 
>) 


himſelf to the underſtandings of men ) in Pe bo. 
ſuch expreſſions, as ſuit moſt with their 949% n+ 


weak capacities and common apprehenſions: 


bis lingua 


fliorum 


by which he may make the more ſenſible ominue , 
impreſſions on us, like to that Prophet, a Jewiſh 


who ſhrunk himſelf into the proportions 
of that F Child whom he meant to te- 
vive. | 
Par. What do 
courſe ? | 
Min. The neceſſary uſe of Learning, leſk 
we confound the ſenſes of Scripture, and 
take that Allegorically which we ought to 
take literally , and that literally which we 
ought to take figuratively, And what dif- 
order this may create, I leave to your ſelf to 
Judge. 
* Afterall theſe, there remains a neceſſity 
of being acquainted with ſuch Hiſtories, as 
give us a relation of thoſe Rites, Opinions, 
Cuſtomes and Proverbs, in uſe among the 
Jews and neighbouring Nations, to which 
the Scriptures in many places have particular 
references, ' without the knowledge whereof 
*tis impoſſible we ſhould underſtand a Book 
of ſo great Antiquity, or read it with that 
judgment, eſtimation, reliſh and delight, 
as we ſhould do, did we diſcern the refe- 
xences and alluſions that in it are fre- 
quently made to them. 2 


you infer from all this diſ- 


Per, 
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+ 1 Kings 
17s 24 


A Friendly Conference. 


Par. If you pleaſe we will paſs to thenext 

rticulax you told me of,(viz.) That there 
Is great uſe of Learning now, for the right 
timing of Scripture, What mean you by 
that phraſe ? 

Mix. That is to obſerve to what period 
of time the Hiſtorics , and eſpecially the 
prophecies in Scripture have a peculiar and 
proper relation 3 and it duc care be not ta- 
ken therein, the miſchicfs that may ariſe 
from your want of circumſpection, will be 
innumerable. 

Par. Explain your meaning by ſome in- 
ſtance , and ſhew where any one Pro- 
ravgg hath been miſ-timed by the Qua- 

ers. 

Min. What do you think of that fa- 
mous Prophecy of Foel, ſo much abuſed by 
Dnakers, Foel 2,28. And it ſhall come to 
paſs afterward, that Twill pour out my Spi- 
Tit upon all fleſh, and your ſons, and your 
daughters ſhall prophecy, your old men ſhall 
dream dreams, your yaung men ſhall ſee vi- 
fions, Which Prophecy they apply to thi 
preſent Age, therefore they ſay, That the 
£akers have an extraordinary Spirit, ac- 
cording to the prediction thereof. 

Par. But have not the Quakers reaſon to 
time that Prophecy to this preſent Age, 
wherein we live? and do we not ſee the Pro- 
Phecy fulfilled in them ? py 


Min, 


-_— ou A AR Fa crc. PI PI —_ a P=_ P—Y _ 7 


A Friendly Conference, 


Min. I cannot tell how toundeccive you 
better than in the words of a Learned 


by St. Peter, As 2. to the times of the 


out my Spirit (or, \| of my Spirit) upon all 


your young men ſhall ſee viſions : And al- 
fo wpon the ſervants , and upon the hand- 
maids in thoſe dayes will I pour out my Spi- 
rit (or, of my Spirit) and they ſhall pro- 
phecy. © Whatfoever can be collected from 
* this place tothe benetit of the Pretenders, 


| © will receive a ſhort and clear anſwer by 


* conlidering the time to which this pre- 
* diction (and the completion ot it) belong- 


* the notion wherein the Writers of the 
* New Teſtament conſtantly uſe that phraſe 
* not for theſe dayes of ours, fo tar advanced 
© toward the end of the world ( which yet 
* no man knows how far diſtant it fill is ) 
* but for the time immediately preceding the 
* deſtruction of the Jewiſh Polity, their Ci- 
*ty and Temple. That this is it, appears 
* not only by the mention of Szo#, and the 
* deſtruQion approaching it, in the begin- 
* ning of that Chapter of Joel, which tig- 
* nities it to belong to Jerxſalem that then 
* WaS 


*ed, and that is exprcily the laſt dayes, in » 


t in the laſt dayes) ſaith God,that I will pour 


fleſh : and your ſons and your daughters ſhall * Guans 
| prophecy, your old men (hall dream dreams, 


123 


* Commentator upon that place : who tells #Dr. Ham- 
us that that Prophecy was cited and applyed Pond. 
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* was 3 but alſo by two further undeceiva- 
© ble evidences : 1. By the mention of the 
© wonders (immediately ſubjoyn'd) in the 
© beavens and the earth, &c. as forerunners 
* of the great and terrible day of the Lord, 
* the ſame that had been before deſcribed in 
* Foel v.2.&c. and applyed by Chriſt in 
©the very words, to this deltruction of Je- 
* ruſalem , Matth. 24.29, 30» 2. By the 


© occaſion for which St. Peter produceth it, 


* Afis 2. 14. the effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
* upon the Apoſtles, v. 2.4 which , faith 
* he, was noeffe& of drunkenneſs in them, 
* but the very thing which was foretold by 
* that place of Joel, before that great and no 
* table day of the Lord, that was to fall up- 
© on that People toan utter deſtruction, This 
* being a prediction of what ſhould coine be- 
* fore the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
*completion whereof was (© viſible and re: 
* markable in that Age,' to which by the 
© Prophet it was aligned (and this as a pe- 
* culiar charaQer of thoſe times wherein the 
* Goſpel was to be fir{t propagated by this 
© means, and to which it had a propriety, 
*a laſt at of God's miraculous and graci- 
* ous ceconomy ' for the full conviction of 
* this peoples lins,before they were deſtroy- 
* ed ) it muſt needs be impertinently and fal- 
© laciouſly applyed toany- men or women , 
* old or young, of this Age, fo diſtant from 
"that to which it belanged, and fo well pro- 


x vided 
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* vided for by the ordinary means , the ſee- 
© led Office of Miniſtry in Chriſt's Church , 
* as to have no ſuch need of extraordinary, 
So that they have no more right to charge 
God to pertorm this promiſe over again,than 
a Creditor hath reaſon to exact a ſum of 
money by vertue of a cancel'd Bond. 

The Dwnakers I perceive pretend to an 
intereſt in theſe Propheſies. But then why 
| do not theſepretenders to new lights ſpeak 
with new tongues , heal diſeaſes , raiſe the 
dead, and do other miraculous a&ts, ac- 
cording to the tenor of thoſe Prophes« 
lies. 

Par. But they will tel] you of as great 
acts; for they gain many Proſclites 
and thereby enlarge the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, 


ne Min. If counting numbers be the thing 
u to eſtabliſh the truth of their Religion, in 


all probability, they will renounce Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelf, and turn Mahometans, for Ma- 
bomet has more that tollow him than Chriſt; 
Then wo be to that little flock to whom a 
Kingdom is promiſed. 

Par. But what do you ſay to the third 


particular in order to applying Scripture 
4 ſeaſonably and properly ? 
| 


Min. 1 fay, if a duc regard be not had 
thereof, there is ſcarce that irregularity in 
the World which you may not make the 
Scripture to patronize, therefore faith the 
Evan- 
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Evangelical Prophet Iſaiah, cap. 50. 4. The 


Lord hath given me the tongue of the Learn- 
ed, to fpeak, in due ſeaſon. And fo Prov. 
15. 23. A word ſpoken in ſeaſon is like Apples 
of gold in piftures of ſilver. 

A gocd thing improperly applyed , may 
be made, inftcad of good, the oecation of 


+ zonarus Evil 3 * for good things do looſe the grace 
in Cane A» Of their goodneſs, when they are not in 
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a good and convenient manner perform- 
ed. 

Suppoſe a Carpenter framcs a building 
with great Art and Skill, and makes a pro- 
per mortiſe for every tenon ( as the terms 
are) when this building comes to be {et up, 
it you place not the joynts aright,the whole 
building will be in diſorder. So God Al- 
mighty, the wiſe Architect, has framed his 
Word to proper times, occalions, and emer- 
gencicsz Now if you do not ſuit the Text 
to the occation, to which it was originally 
framed, and to the ſeaſon proper to it, you 
ſpoil all. Though the words be good, yet 
it the application be. wrong, they will 
prove like ſalt which bath loſt its ſa- 
Tour, = 

Suppoſe a Phyſician prepares a great ma- 
ny excellent remedies , there mult be a due 
application , otherwiſe an antidote may 
prove a poyſon 3 So the great Phylician of 
Souls has prepar'd for all maladies their 
proper remedics, and-it we expect any be- 
| nent 
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nefit by them, we muſt make a ſeaſonable 
application of them. And to make this 
more plain, you may conſult Pſalm. 91.11, 
12. For be ſhall give bs Angels charge over 
thee to keep thee in all thy wayes, they ſhall 
bear thee up in their bands, leſt thou daſb thy 
foot againſt a ſtone, Should I ſay that in 
this Scripture is repreſented to us Gods 
eſpecial providence over his ſervants , and 
whilſt that I am performing my duty to 
God, either in his immediate ſervice, or in 
an honeſt attendance on my lawful Calling , 
I may expect the Divine proteQton3 in this 
ſenſe I apply the Text ſeaſonably and pro- 
perly : But ſhould I get upon the top of a 
Pinacle, and caſt my fclf down , uponcon- 
hdence of this promiſe , that the Angels 
ſhall bear meup, then I wrelt and miſapply 
the Scripture, which no where gives incou- 
ragement to a deſperate attempt : For it is 
written, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God ; that is, thou ſhalt not tempt him tq 
work a miracle by caſting thy ſclt down 
from a deſperate Precipice, when the ordi- 
nary means ot his Providence may effect thy 
preſervation. 

Par. What rule have you to prevent mi- 
ſakes in this kind ? 

Min. Take this for one, when any Text 
hath a relation to a particular caſe, that 
Text muſt not fiand for a general rule , but 


mult be applycd to a like occafion 3 tor it's 
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Evangelical Prophet Iſaiah, cap. 50. 4. The 
Lord hath given me the tongne of the Learn- 


ed, to fpeak, in due ſeaſon. And fo Prov. 
15. 23. A word ſpoken in ſeaſon is like Apples 
of gold in piftures of ſilver. 

A gocd thing improperly applyed , may 
be made, inſtcad of good, the occalion of 


+ >onarus Evil 5 * for good things do looſe the grace 
in Cane 4» Of their goodneſs, when they are not in 
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a good and convenient manner perform- 
ed. 

Suppoſe a Carpenter framcs a building 
with great Art and Skill, and makes a pro- 
per mortiſe for every tenon ( as the terms 
are) when this building comes to be ſet up, 
it you place not the joynts aright,the whole 
building will be in diſorder. So God Al- 
mighty, the wiſe Architect, has framed his 
Word to proper times, occations, and emer- 
gencics z Now if you do not ſuit the Text 
to the occalion, to which it was originally 
framcd, and to the ſeaſon proper to it, you 
ſpoil all. Though the words be good, yet 
it the applicatioa be wrong, they will 
prove like ſalt which bath loft its ſa- 
Tour, 

Suppoſe a Phyſician prepares a great ma- 
ny excellent remedies , there mult be a due 
application , otherwiſe an antidote may 
prove a poyſon 3 So the great Phylician of 
Souls has prepar'd for all maladies their 
proper remedics, and-if we expect any be- 
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nefit by them, we muſt make a ſeaſonable 
application of them. And to make this 
more plain, you may conſult Pſalm, 91.11, 
12. For be ſpall give bis Angels charge over 
thee to keep thee in all thy wayes, they ſhall 
bear thee up in their hands, leſt thou daſb thy 
foot againſt a ſtone, Should 1 ſay that in 
this Scripture is repreſented to us Gods 
eſpecial providence over his ſervants , and 
whilſt that I am performing my duty to 
God, cither in his immediate ſervice, or in 
an honeſt attendance on my lawful Calling , 
I may expe the Divine protection) in this 
ſenſe I apply the Text ſeaſonably and pro- 
perly : But ſhould I get upon the top of a 
Pinacle, and caſt my fclf down , uponcon- 
hdence of this promiſe , that the Angels 
ſhall bear me up, then I wreſt and miſapply 
the Scripture, which no where gives incou» 
ragement to a deſperate attempt : For it is 
written, Tho (halt not tempt the Lord thy 
God ; that is, thou ſhalt not tempt him tq 
work a- miracle by caſting thy ſclt down 
from a deſperate Precipice, when the ordi- 
nary means ot his Providence may effect thy 
preſervation. 

Par. What rule have you to Prevent mt- 
ſtakes in this kind ? 

Min. Take this for one, when any Text 
hath a relation to a particular caſe, that 
Text muſt not fiand for a general rule , but 


muſt be applycd to a like occation 3 for i it's 
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a moſt grand fallacy, to draw an univerſal 
concluſion from particular premiſſes 3 take 
an inſtance of my meaning from 2 Cor,9.22, 
T am made all things to all men , Make this 
a general rule, and Chriſtianity (which, is 
the moſt pure Religion in the World) will 
from this Text be a ſanctuary for all vill- 
ny and impurity : For if I may be all things 
to all men, then may I lawfully comply 
with all the irregularities of whatſoever 
company I come in: But ſuit the Text to 
its proper occalion,and it imports only this, 
That all cuſtoms and conſtitutions of an in- 
different nature, for the peace of the 
Church ought to be conformed unto. 

As for the Holy Scriptures, they are the 
lively Oracles of God, and contain in them 
the words of eternal life ; but in the Qua- 
kers impertinent application of them, they 
Jook like ſo many Jewels in a Swines ſnout, 
or like good liquor that is loſt, by the bad- 
neſs of the veſlel that contains it. 

Having thus ſhewed you at large the firſt 
cauſe of the Scriptures being wretted( viz.) 
the want of Learning, I need fay but 
little upon che other, the inſtability of mens 
minds. 

Par. However, let me hear what you can 
fay upon that ſubjeR. 

Min. Little need be faid, for *tis no 
wonder it thoſe , who are unlearned,( eſpe- 
Eially if they be bold and conhdent) be un- 
ſtable, 
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table , for it's the empty cloud which is car- 
ried away with every wind. Old truths ought 
to be moſt loved, but commonly they have 
the ſame fate with the Manna in the Wil 
derneſs, to be odious for their being old. 
It's the property of unſtable men to have 
itching ears, and to heap up to themſelves 
Teachers that may teach placentia, & ſpeak 
unto them ſmooth things : if they hear ot 
any new knack, they are in pain till they 
$ratihe their fancy therewith,and with run- 
ning from meeting to meeting, they raiſe 
and heat their fancies, and are commonly 
molded into that notion they hear laſt. I am 
ſure *tis a ſad diagnoſtickthat his ſtomach is 
out of order, that longs after all meat and 
drink he hears of. *Tis likely enough, it 
the perſons whom they ſo much admire, had 
but the ſtamp of authority upon their aCti- 
ons and diſcourſes, they would be as much 
rejected, as now they are imbrac't and fol- 
low'd. And may we not ſuſpect a further 
reaſon of theit contempt of the publick Or- 
dinances (viz.) that it is not the true Spi- 
fit of God, but of prejudice, oppolition , 
and animoſity, which ſeparates them from 
our Congregations? Do they not miltake 
the Spirit ot Core. for the Spirit of God ? 
However, when ſuch men ſet their minds 
on running, they are like a Ship which fails 
without the conduct of her Plot , the xu- 
in wheteof any bne may 2 to bs i 
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ble. Which gives me an occaſion to men- 
tion the cffe& of all, which is deſtrudtion zo 
themſelves. 

Ie has been well obſerv'd, that ſuch 

eruptis hings as have been molt uſctul in their re- 
orruptio G . . 
optini eſt 8ularitics, prove moſt dangerous in their 
p:ima, abuſe, Gods bleilings perverted,are com- 
monly ſowred into the moſt imbitter'd pro- 
vocations, The Scriptures are compared 
to a Sword, which will defend him that 
takes it by the proper handle, but this 
Sword is a two-edged ſword, which will 
wound the hand of him that doth not 
manage it aright: *Tis no wonder then we 
> Pet. 2.1, read ot damnable berefies , which are the 
dire and miſerable conſequences of wreſk 
ing Scripture. It's good Apoltolical ad- 
Heb,1o, vice, to hold faſt the profeſſion of faith with 
23s out wavering 3 a good rule to a tickle Age, 
whercin ſo many are apt to be led by tho: 
that flatter them moſt, againſt thoſe that 
counſel them beſt, And I pray God the 
may conſider hereof, before it be too 

late, 

Par. But before we paſs from this ſub- 
ze, I pray reſolve me this Query, Whether 
you do not mightily diſcourage the com- 
mon people from reading the Scriptures, it 
{o much learning be requilite for the un- 
dcrſtanding of them, 

Miz. It my words be rightly weighed, 
you can make no fuch inference from them, 

tor 
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for though I ſay with St. Peter , that ſome 
things are hard to be underſtood, to exer- 
ciſe the deepeſt and ſharpeſt apprehenſfions, 
and the greateſt proticients 3 yet I have told 
you already, that all neceflary points in 
them are plain and calic : infomuch , that 


this caution, that they be not too confident 


that they have recourle to their Paſtors , 
whoſe lips preſerve knowledge, and whoſe 
work and buſineſs it is, to reſolve thern in 


corgernment to them. 
Par. 1 do eſteem tny ſelf not a little in- 
gapcd to you for the pains you have taken 


uns with me; My requeſt to you now is, that 
= I may have your reſolution concerning 


Tithes. 

Min. 1am very ready to hear what you 
have to obje& againſt them. 

Par. 1 have had many fcruples concern- 
ing them, and find thoſe Scruples much 
augmented by a- Book of E4. Burroughs , 
called A jt and righteous Plea, preſented 
to the King and Councel , whercin I hind 
that to pay Tithes, is to deny Chriſt to be 
come in the fleſh,: and ſo conſequently Anti- 

K 2 chriſtian, 


all ſuch doubts and difficulties , as are of 
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Ders in 


Scripturks 
the moſt learned necd not be aſhamed, nor guafe ami- 


the moſt ignorant be afraid to rcad them : <5 fami- 


but as for theſe, 1ct them read them with #7# /«- 
quitur ad 
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chriſtian, and that we may as well turn 
back to Circumciſion, Sacritices, and burnt 
Offerings, as to the payment of them. 

Min. By what argument is this made 
good ? the charge is heavy, and we may 
reaſonably call for proot. 

Par. He thus proves it 3 Tithes are now 
#0t to be paid according to the firft Covenant, 
neither is the firſt Prieſtbood to be upbeld that 
once gave aud received Titbes, now ſhould 
we pay Tithes according to the firft Covenant, 
#nd uphold any part of that Prieſthood, which 
took Tithes, ec. then ſhould we deny Feſis 
Chriſt to be come in the fleſh. 

Min. I ſhall not trouble you with ſuch 
refletions, as I may juſtly make upon the 
ignorance and confidence of your Author; 
nor of your own weaknels and credulous 
temper, in being moved by ſuch arguments; 
to which I now make my reply 3 wherein 
you may obſerve that Burroughs is as igno- 
rant in the nature of the firtt Prieſthood 
which took Tithes (which he faith is end- 
ed) as he and his Brethren are in the nx 
ture of the firſt and ſecond Covenant, 
of which I have already given you an 
account. 

If by the firſt Prieſthood, he means that 
of Aaron's, then it will be apparent, that 
he hath preſented to the King and Councel 
a notorious tallity, by affirming it to be the 
tirt Pricttood 3 there being before him 
Pricl 
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Prieſt to whom Levi himſelf paid Tithes, 
Heb. 7.9. Or if by the firſt Prieſthood he 
means that of Melchiſedec*s, the fallity will 
be no leſs notorious in ſaying that Prieſt- 
hood is ended, which Chriſt himſelf exer- 
ciſeth for ever, Heb. 7.17. So that the 
charge of Antichriſtianiſm will lye at the 
Revilers door. 

Par, Wave this miſtake, and reply to 
that aſſertion of his, That you may as well 
turn to Circumciſion, Sacrifices, and Burnt- 
offerings, as to the payment of Tither. 

Mix. To affirm that the Clergy now 
claims their Tithes, by vertue of the Ce- 
remonial Law, is a moſt wretched un- 
truth 3 for we diſown all ſuch titles to 
them. 

Par. Then the queſtion is, Whether 
Tithes are not purcly Ceremonial ? and fo 
eſtabliſhed by Chriſt. 

Min, Tithes cannot be called purely Ce- 
remonial,hecauſe paid by Abraham to Mel- 
chiſedec tour hundred years before the Law, 
and vowed two hundred years by Jacob be- 
fore it was delivered. 

That the exaA Tenths of the Holy 
Land ſhould be brought in kind to Feruſa- 
lem, and paid there, was Ceremonial, and 
contined to the legal diſpenſation. But that 
the Prieſt ſhould have an honourable main- 
tenance, is a right, founded not only in na- 
tural juſtice (as a due reward for his la- 
| 'K 3 bour } 


A Friendly Conference. 


bour) but as a homage to God, whoſe ho- - 
nour and worlhip is concerned in his Of. 
ficez and therefore not aboliſhed by Chrilt: 
Theſe things you onght to have done ;, tor as 
God doth challenge part of our time for 
his ſervice and worſhip, ſo alſo a ſhare in 
our proprieties and ſubſtance for the main- 
tenance of it, 

Par. I wiſh you would more clearly take 
off the charge of Judaiſme which lyes 
upon the .Clergy , by their pretences to 
Tithes, | 

Min. Should we challenge and receive 
our Tithes as they were due to the Levites, 
our Coffers would be much fuller than 
they are, and the impolitions much hea- 
vicr upon the people : for betides the Meat- 
offerings, Sin-offerings , Shake-offerings, 
Heave-offerings, and the Shewbread , as 
alſo of all Euchariſtical Sacrihces.the breaſt 
and the ſhoulder , and the Offerings for 
Purifcation 3 I fay, belides theſe, the 
Priclts were to have the Firſt-fruits of 
Wine, and Oy], and Wool, Dext. 8.4. yea, 
and ct all things elſe which the Earth 
brougit torth for the uſe of man, the Firſt- 
fruits of the Dough, Numb, 15.20, 21. S0 
that when all things were computed, there 
was not lctt tive parts, inſtead of nine, to 
tne owners, And therefore you being ea(- 
£dot the charge and trouble of all thoſe 
payments and offcrtories to the Pricits, 

which 


A Friendly Conference. 


which the Jews paid as ſupernumerary, o= 
ver and above their Tithes, you have little 
reaſon to grudge the Goſpel- Miniſters that 
proportion allowed, them by the Chriſtian 
Laws, which is much ſhort of what was al- 
lowed to the Legal Minitter. 

Par. I underliand by what right the Le- 
vites demanded their Tithes, and the reſt, 
namely by the Law of God 3 but then by 
what Law of God do you demand your 
Tithes now under the Goſpel ? 

Min. Let me-here tell you that thoſe 
that inſiſt upon the divine right of Tithes, 
_ them not from Levi, but Melchiſe- 

ec, 

Par. It was not the tithe of Hay and 
Corn that Abraham paid to Melchiſedec,but 
the ſpoils of War. 

Miz. It's not material what the parti- 
culars were,out of which Abraham paid his 
Tithes, but whatever they were, he paid 
them as a Tithe, and Melchiſedec reccived 
aSa Prieſt, And it you conſult the original, 
you will tind that it was not a voluntary 
gift of Abraham's, but as a due received by 
Melebiſedec, tor the words would properly 
be rendred be tithed Abraham. 

Par. That I may draw my matter into 
as few words as I can, I frame my argu- 
ment thus ; Tf the Clergy of England now 
poſſeſſed of Tithes, can ſhow a precept , 
where God has commanded them, or an 
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example, where the Apoſtles did aQyally 
receive them, I ſhall be fatisfed ' in the 
point, but if neither can be made good, 
then do-not the Clergy with an ill conſci- 
ence enjoy them? | 

Min. Your argument will appear very 
weak, till you make good the conſequence 
of it. 

Par, There can be no miſtake in the con- 
ſequence, for certainly precept or example 
in Holy Scripture mult be the guide of all 
our actions. 

Min.1 will ſhew you the miſtake,by your 
own way of arguing, It hath pleaſed God 
to bleſs you with a competent Eſtate 3 you 
challenge ſo many acres of ground in ſuch 
3 Field, and fo many acres of meadow in 
ſucha place 3 part of which you enjoy in 
demiſe from your Landlord , and part 
you hold in fee; being the inhericance of 
your Anceſiors and Family. Now to make 
you a good property in this Eſtate, you 
muſt ſhew either ſome poſitive Scripture 
for your right to hold- the ſame, or an ex- 
ample from Chriſt or the Apoſtles , that 
they had Freeholds and Copyholds , or 
elſe if you cannot ſodo, will you not fall 
under the ſame condemnation you have palt 
upon us ? WY 

Par, I ſhall ſoon diſcover your fallacy,by 
telling you, that I enjoy my eſtate as a tem» 
poral right, | 
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Min. 1f then the conſideration of a 
temporal right, be ſufficient to ſatishe your 
conſcience in a temporal enjoyment, by the 
fame reaſon Ican hold my Tithes without 
any wound to my conſcience. 

Par. Do you call Tithes a temporal 
right ? 

Min. 1s xot that temporal, which con- 
tributes to my temporal ſubſiſtence ? but 
to put the thing out of all doubt,our Laws 
have made them a Free-hold. 

Par, If Tithes are temporal rights , 
how come you to all them ſpiritual pre- 
ferments ? 

Min. All Tithes are not ſo called : be- 
cauſe all impropriations are held in a Lay+ 
fee, and others are called ſpiritual prefer- 
ments , not in reſpect of the profits, bug 
the perſons who are capable of them, and 
therefore are they vulgarly called ſpiritual 
preferments, becauſe enjoyed by ſpiritual 
perſons. 

But I pray let me ask you what you have 
to ſhew for your eſtate ? 

Par. I will anſwer you upon condition 
you will reſolve me a like queſtion. 

Min. Agreed. 

Par. I havea good Deed. Now what 
have you to ſhew for your Glebe and 
Tithes, 
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Min. T have a good Terrier, and Endows- 
ment. 

Par. Prove that Terrier and En- 
dowment to be right by the Law of 
God. 

Min. So I will, whenyour Deed is made 
good by the Law of God, 

Par. It's ſufficient that my Deed 1s ap- 
proved by the Laws of the Land. 

Min. So *tis ſufficient that our Tithes 
are ſctled by the ſame Laws : When you 
have faid all you can againſt them,they will 
be found to be as equitable as any other 
property whatſoever: And if you judge 
us unjuſt, in taking of the tenth, by the 
ſame argument you will condemn your 
{clves of nine times greater injuſtice for 
taking of the remainder. 

The fum of all will amount to this, that 
Tithes are due by cither Divine or Human 
right,. or both 3 It we enjoy them by a 
Divine right ( as we do, at leaſt a Mainte- 
nance in the general ) you kick againlt the 
pricks in with-holding themz It by Hu- 
man right, you will involve your proper- 
ty in the deſtruQjon of ours, becauſe none 


of the Laity can (hew any other right to 


their temporal properties, than Human 
Laws Ant if we have both Divine and 
Humane right to our Tithes, as they are a 
ſetled Maintenance, we enjoy them by the 
ſtrongeſt title in the world 3 So that the 
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®Onakers will hereby be proved to be no 
better than xobbers of God in with-hold- 
ing them. 

Par. Before we proceed any further in 
this controverſie, there is one material point 
to be diſcuſſed, which will bring the buti- 
neſs of Tithes to a ſpeedy iſſue; and *tis 
this : Do you ſuppoſe that temporal Au- 
thorities, have ſufficient power to eſtabliſh 
temporal rights ? 

Min, 1 ſuppoſe you will think it a need- 
leſs queſtion to be askt, Whether the 2ua- 
kers own any Temporal Authority or no 
(though many of their practices may juſti- 
he the abſurdity of ſuch a Query) yet I 
(hall preſume they do 3 for Government is 
lo eſſential to the well-being, of the World, 
that evena private Family, cannot ſubſiſt, 
unleſs ſome undertake the condudt of it : 
and if a Kingdom have no Laws , fo that 
every one may do what is right in hisown 
eyes, ſuch a Kingdom mult needs be 
brought to deſolation , through the abun- 
dance of diviſions that will be therein. Yea, 
Chriſt himſelf hath ſo far honoured Go- 
vernment, that he ſubmitted himſelf not 
only to the private authority of his Pa- 
rents, but alſo paid homage to the pub- 
lick Government, as you may fee in that 
remarkable inſtance, in giving Tribute , Matth. 17; 
though he was put to the expence of a 27, 
miracle tor it, And Government is fo 

far 
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far approved by God, that we are ex- 
preſly commanded to be ſubject to it, and 
to obey them that have the rule over us, 
Hebr. 13. And no lefs puniſhment than 
damnation is threatned to them that refit, 
Rom. 13. 2. 

Par, I believe that what you. fay is 
Goſpel , and fo Ple aſſure you the Quakers 
do own Authority and Magiſtracy to be ot 
Divine Inſtitution. 

Min. Now I ſhall anſwer your Queſti- 
on , and that in the affirmative ( viz. ) 
that Temporal Authorities have power to 
eſtabliſh Temporal Rights ,- and this will 
evidently appear , when it is conlidered 
that our Saviour never ſo medled in Tem- 

ral matters, as to determine them as a 

udge, When two Brothers came to him 
for judgment in a Temporal matter , he 
abſolutely refuſed, and difclaimed all fuch 
power , ſaying , Who made me a Judge ? 
&*c. ' He dec)ared his Kingdom not to be 
of this World , ' he took not upon him 
the judicia] cognizance of any offence 
whatſoever. © He left the woman taken 
in Adultery, and all other offenders to 
the ordinary courſe of Law. His de- 
ſign was not to diminiſh the Authority of 
Princes, but to fix in the hearts of men 
the true principles of holineſs and good- 
ne(s,and to rule there as a Spiritual Prince 
whilſt in Temporals he left them to a due 
obſcr- 
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obſervance of the Laws of their reſpeQive 
Countries. It was upon this ſtumbling 
block that the Jews fell, ſuppoling the Me(- 
ſiah ſhould be a Temporal Prince. 

Par. What do you infer from all 
this ? 

Min. The inference I draw from hence, 
is, That in Temporal affairs, an Argu- 
ment drawn from a Temporal Authori- 
ty ( where the thing is equitable and rea- 
ſonable ) is a good and convincing Argu- 
ment, and that in two reſpects. 

1. Becauſe Chriſt having diſclaimed all 
exerciſe of Authority in Temporal mat- 
ters, there is now , no other way of de- 
termining them than by recourſe to the Ci- 
vil Powers. 

2. He hath fo far confirmed theſe Pow- 
ers, that he has commanded a ſevere 0- 
bedience to them Let every Soul be ſub- 
edt to the bigher Powers, Rom. 13. 1, 
Fear God, Honownr the King , 1 Pet. 2. 
17. and a great number more of the like 
importance. And it's very obſervable , 
that thoſe Powers they were then to be 
ſubje& to, and the King they were to ho- 
nour, were heatheniſh and tyrannical 
which teacheth us, that Dominion is not 
founded in grace, and that the demerits of 
Princes do not abſolye Subjects from their 
duty of obedience, | 
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Par. But ſuppoſe a tyrannical Power 
ſhould give you that which is ano» 
thers Right and Property, can you en- 
joy the ſame with a good Conſcience , 
becauſe you have the ſame from a Tempo- 
ra] Authority ? 

Min. You mince my words, for I do 
nc! ſay in every caſe a Temporal Authority 
can create a right to a Temporal Intereſt, 
but int ſuch caſes only as are equitable and 
reaſonable, 

Par.Hold you to this Principle,and your 
cauſe is loſt, 

Miz. 1 ſhall not ſhrink a tittle from 
it, 

Par, Shew me then what reaſonable 
and. equitable right you have to the 
tenth part of another mans Eſtate and 
Property. 

Min. Tt Tithes be another mans E- 
ſtate and Property , the caſe will be clear 
againſt me 3 but this is begging of the 
Queſtion , therefore I am ready to prove 
that Tithes are mine, not his, from whom 
I receive them, 

Par, Then the Queſtion will be here, 
How you came by that Property in the 
Tithes you claim as your own ? 

Miz. In order to the fatisfying of this 
{cruple, I ſhall not infiſt on the Divine 
right of Tithes, and the lawfulneſs of 
recciving , from Melchiſedec's Prieſthood 

(to 


A Friendly Conference. 


( to whom they were paid )) which is 
an unchangeable Priclihood , but. ſhall 
ground my, diſcourſe upon that which is 
owned by all , that will yield to the Ay- 
thority of Scripture:or Reaſon , viz. that 
Maintenance in general to the Miniſters of 
the Golpel is juſt,reaſonable,and cftabliſhed 
by a Divine Authority, 

Par. Pray let me hear where the Go. 
ſpel has appointed that Maintenance you 
ſpcak of, 

M-+. The Apoſile hath done the. thing 
ſufficiently, and cloathed it with words, 
ſo emphatical, that you ſhall not meer 
with more briskneſs , and ſharpneſs of 
ſtyle elſewhere. . See I Cor. 9. it - you 
read his words there from verſe 6, to the 
12th. you may find St. Paul quoting the 
Law of Moſes ,, and preihng the reatona- 
bleneſs of it, verſe 9, It is written in the 
Law of Moſes , thou ſhalt not muzle the 
Ox that treadeth out the Cora, Doth God 
take care for Oxen? or ſaith he it altoge-= 
ther for our ſakes ? &c, that is, he ap- 
pcals to them , whether they that labour 
for us in the Word and Doctrine , be not 
by that Law dcligned to be much more 
regarded by us, and to have a Mainten- 
ance from us? verſe 11. If we have ſown 
unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we reap your carnal things ? 


that is, have a temporal reward for our 
ſpiritual 
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Par. But ſuppoſe a tyrannical Power 
ſhould give you that which is ano» 
thers Right and Property, can you en- 
joy the ſame with a good Conſcience , 
becauſe you have the ſame from a Tempo- 
ra] Authority ? 

Min. You mince my words , for I do 
nc ſay in every caſe a Temporal Authority 
can Create a right to a Temporal Intereſt, 
but in ſuch caſes only as are equitable and 
rcalonable. 

Par.Hold you to this Principle,and your 
cauſe is loſt, 

Min. 1 ſhall not ſhrink a tittle from 
It, 

Par, Shew me then what reaſonablc 
and... equitable right you have to the 
tenth” part of another mans Eſtate and 
Property. 

Min. Tt Tithes be another mans E- 
ſtate and Property, the caſe will be clear 
againſt me 3 but this is begging of the 
Queſtion , therefore I am ready to prove 
that Tithes are mine, not his, from whom 
I receive them. 

Par, Then the Queſtions will be here, 
How you came by that Property in the 
Tithes you claim as your own ? 

Mir. In order to the fatisfying of this 
{cruple, I ſhall not infiſt on the Divine 
right of Tithes, and the lawfulneſs of 
recciving , from Melchiſedec's Prieſthood 


(to 
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( to whom they were paid ) which is 
an unchangeable Prielthood , but. ſhall 
ground my. diſcourſe upon that which is 
owned by all , that will yield to the Ay- 
thority of Scripture:or Reaſon , viz. that 
Maintenance in general to the Minittcrs of 
the Golpel is juſt,reafonable,and eftabliſhed 
by a Divine Authority. 

Par. Pray let me hear where the Go. 
ſpcl has appointed that Maintenance you 
ſpcak of, 

M-+. The Apoſile hath done the. thing 
ſufficiently, and cloathed it with words, 
ſo emphatical, that you ſhall not meer 
with more briskneſs , and ſharpneſs of 
ſtyle elſewhere. . See I Cor. 9. it - you 
read his words there from verſe 6, to the 
12th. you may find St. Paul quoting the 
Law pt Moſes ,, and prethng the reatona- 
blene(s of it, verſe 9. It is written in the 
Law of Moſes , thou ſhalt not muzle the 
Ox that treadeth out the Corn, Doth God 
take care for Oxen? or ſaith he it altoge- 
ther for our ſakes ? &c. that is, he ap- 
peals to them , whether they that labour 
for us in the Word and Doctrine, be not 
by that Law dcligned to be much more 
regarded by us, and to have a Mainten» 
ance from us? werſe 11. If we have ſown 
unto you ſpiritual things, is it a great 
thing if we reap your carnal things ? 


that is , have a temporal reward tor our 
(piritual 
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'Ey mov 6, Let bim that is taught in the Word 
d3aIvig communicate to him that teacheth in all 
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ſpiritual ſervice: v#rſe 5. Who goeth 2 
warfare at his own charges ? that is,ſpends 
his owri Patrimony when he is on the 
Publick ſervice; is it reaſonable that we 
ſhould plant your Spiritual Vineyard, and 
not cat of the fruit of your Temporal Vine- 
yard ? Shall we feed the Flock of Chrift , 
and not eat of the Milk of the Flock ? 
And when he writes to the Galatians , he 
reminds them of this particulat : . Gal. 6, 


good things ( or in all his goods, as the 
Original imports ) where the Apoſtle en- 
Joyns us to miniſter to the natural neceſſi- 
ty of thoſe that miniſter to our Spiritual 
neceſſity, and all this according to 
God's Ordinance , That they that preach 
the Goſpel , ſhould live of the Goſpel, # Cor. 
9. 14. | 72 

Par. I acknowledge theſe to be the A- 
poſtle's words, and the reaſonableneſs of 
them ; but this isno other kind of Mainten- 
ance than what the poor tay require of 
us, and which a voluntary contribution may 
anſwer 3 and ſuch a Maintenance as this the 
Apoltles had, and we allow the Preachers 
of the Goſpel. 

Min. That the poor have a tight to 
fuch a pxoviſion from us as may be. a ſup- 
ply to their neceſſities, is evident from 
Prov, 3.27. where it's called their due and 


right ; 
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right : and Alms-giving is * elſewhere * *Eaun- 
called Righteouſneſs, Now ſuppoſe ſome wown , 
charitably diſpoſed perſons , ſhould give Dxeo- 
certain Lands and Tenements to every own: 
Pariſh, for the Maintenance of the Poor, Pi.112-9» 
and the fame is contirm'd by the Law : Pro 1-15 
becauſe we do not meet with any Com- 
mand in Scripture to ſct apart ſuch Lands, 
or that any did actually entail them to 
ſuch uſes 3 have therefore the Poor no 
right to thoſe Lands, and are the Te- 
nants under no Obligation to pay their 
reſpective rents ? That our caſe is the ſame 
will be evident to every underſtanding 
man 3 So that by the ſame Argument 
you cndeavour to deſtroy Tithes', you 
will deftroy alſo all the Hoſpitals m Eng- 
land. 
Par. You ſtart from your Queſtion , 
which is not concerning Maintenance, but 
Tithes : You ſay that they that preach the 
Goſpel ought to live of itz that is , it 
takes care for the livelyhood ot -thoſe 
that are the Preachers of it 3 but where 
doth it appoint Tithes for that lively- 
hood 2? 
Miz, If you will grant that Mainten- 
ance in general is due by the tenor of the 
Goſpel , you will ſufficiently juſtite Tithes 
trom all.the idle cavils which are brought 
againſt them, 


Par, 
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Par. How ſo? 

Min. The Goſpel, you hear, com- 
mands a Maintenance be provided for the 
Miniſtry , and the Civil Powers, and 
Nurſing Fathers of the Church, have ſet 


out Tithes for that Maintenance 3 {© that 


if Tithes were not due by a Divine Ap» 
pointment, they are now due, by a volun- 
tary dedication of them. 

Par. How does any ſuch voluntary de» 
dication appear? 

Min. You need not ſcruple this point , 
would you but give your felt the pains of 
conſulting Antiquaries , or Church Hi- 
ſtories , eſpecially that famous Charter 
of King Ethelwolf, ſet down at large by 
Tngulf where you will tind the whole 
Hiſtory of the thing, to the full 
ſatisfa&tion of any , whoſe prejudices do 
not obſtruct the free uſe of their Rea- 
fon, 

Par. T am apt to believe what you 
ſay, without any further inquiſition in- 
to the thing, but then I ſuppoſe they 
were given ina blind and ſuperſtitious zeal, 
which makes all void to us. 

Min, This is another miſtake z For 
Tithes being given to God for the Main- 
tenance of his Miniſtry, no blemiſh in 
the dedication of them can alter their 
Property, To make my aſſertion good , 
a parallel caſe in Scripture ſhall be pro- 
duccd, 
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duced. That which comes moſt near it, 
is the caſe of the Two hundred and fifty 


& men who offered Incenſe : Yet there was 


a vaſt difference between them: The 
Two hundred and fifty offered in a ſtub- 
born, rebellious manner , and theſe in 
an ignorant zeal ( as ſome ſuppoſe, bur 
we do not grant 3) But that which will 
give us molt light into our preſent caſe, 
are the Cenſers which were fo offer'd , 
which you will find , notwithſtanding 
that damnable fin committed in the con» 
ſecration of them, yet becauſe they were 
offer'd to God, they were not to be a- 
lienated to common uſes. Numb.16.37. 
Speak wnto Eleazar the ſon of Aaron the 
Prieſt, that he take up the Cenſers out 
of the burning , &c. for they are bal- 
lowed. Fromm hence you may learn how 
dangerous a thing it is to meddle with 
any thing that hath been given to God. 
For you ſee the reaſon given why the 
Cenſers were not alienable , was becauſe 
they were hallowed by being offered 
before the Lord. Therefore faith a Learn- 


felsof Miniſtry. 


ed Rabbi, they were unlawful for a com- Faum 
mon uſe, becauſe they had made them Veſ- vatet,guod 


Par. larchi. 
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Par. T have often heard that Tithes 


were given at the firſt by the Pope, and 
therefore not to be endured in a Nation, 
enat hath renounced all communion with 
him. 
Min, This I know is one of the po- 
pular Arguments of the Quakers to. caſt 
a miſt betore the eyes of their ignorant 
Followers z but ſuppoſe it had been , 
thcy would not have been leſs hallowed 
than the Two hundred and fifty Cen- 
ſers were, and ſo conſequently the alie- 
nation of them no leſs impious 3 yet 1 
deny your aſſertion , that Tithes had 
thcir inſtitution from Poperyz And I 
have good grounds for what I fay , for 
Tithes were ſetled upon the Church, 
before Popery had made her encroach- 
ments in it. For Popery is not of that 
antiquity ( as ſome do vainly and- fallly 
See th: , boaſt ) Though they ſhew their old 
vice t9 
'he Roman {hooes and mouldy bread, yet upon a 
Cexbolicks, irik enquiry, they will be found tobe 
but ſo many Gibeonitiſh Cheats , and 
that their tenents and corruptions are 
not of that antiquity as is pretended by 
them, 
However , that you may have a diftin 
anſwer to your Queſtion, give me firft your 
notion of Popery. 


Par, 


. 


- - .TTUUU|_ mqTzsze»z+<z, 5. -,, .. »«. >, dd A 4416 £* -=@ 6 __ 


A Friendly Conference. 


Par, I call all fuch Dodtrines and Pra- 
Qiſes Popery, as are held in the Church of 
Rome, | 

Min, That this is. a wrong notion 
of Popery, will be very ' evident, if 
you conlider that the Doctrine of the 
bleſſed Trinity, the Incarnation , Paſ- 
hon, Reſurre&ion, and Aſccniion of our 
Lord is believed in the Church of 
Kome, 

Par. I cannot but confel(s all this to be 
true, Then I pray do you tcll me what is 
Popery ? 

Min. I cannot give you a more bricf 
and true account of Popcry, than this, 
That it is ſuch Doftrincs and Super- 
ſtitious praiſes, which by the corrup- 
tion of time, have prevailed in the 
Church of Rome, contrary to the truc, 
ancient, Catholick and Apoſtolick Church. 
Where we agree in any points of Rcligji- 
on, there is no more reaſon to call us 
Papiſts , than there is to call them Pro- 
teſtantss® The Sociniaus maintain the 
ſufficiency of the Holy Scriptures , the 
Church of England doth the fam: 1 
ſhall we therefore be branded with $9- 
cinianiſm ? By which inſtance you may 
ſee the Erakers folly in thew charging, 
Tithes with Popery. But to make it 
more clear, do you think that Crax- 
mer, Hooper, Ridley, Latimer, 4ay- 

LL 3 lzr , 
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ler , and Bradford were inclinable to Po- 
ry ? | 

Par. 1 ſuſpet them not in the leaſt, 
for they ſealed their deteſtation of it 
with their blood, and were eminent Mar- 
tyrs for the Proteſtant Cauſe in the bloody 
dayes of Queen Mary. 

Min. Then I hope you will have a 
better opinion of Tithes , ſince theſe in 
their time were receivers of them; As 
alſo of 'the Common-Prayer-Book , fince 
ſome of thoſe good men did affiſt in the 
compiling of it. 

Par. Hereafter, for their ſakes, Tithes 
ſhall never be reputed Popiſh by me : yet 
methinks you have not proved yet the Di- 
vine inſtitution of them. 

Min.Is it not ſufficient that I have pro- 
ved Maintenance in general a Divine it- 
ſiitution , and that Tithes have been ſet 
out for that Maintenancez but that you 
may be eaſed in this ſcruple, let me 
tell you a ſtory :' There happend to be 
a publick diſputation in Germany, before 
the Eledtor of Saxony concesning Tithes : 
one fide vigorouſly maintaining that they 
were due by the Laws of God, arguing 
that Tithes were paid to the Priet- 
hood of Melchiſedec , and fo conſequent- 
ly that Tithes were ſtill in force with 
the Prieſthood 3 further arguing, that no 
Law is aboliſhed whilſt the reaſon of it 
| contt- 
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continues ſtill in force, now there is as 
much reaſon for Tithes in the times of 
the Goſpel, as there was in the times 
of the Law: And laſtly, they argued 
from that Analogy which the Apoſile 
makes between the Levites Maintenance 
under the Law, and the Miniſters Main- 
tenance under the Goſpel , even ſo hath 
the Lord ordained, &c. The other fide 
as briskly maintaining that Tithes were 
due only by the Laws of: the Land. 
When they had all ſpent their Argu- 
ments, the EleQor himſelf gave the 
determination thus, One party I per- 
ceive ( faith he ) is for the Divine, 
another for the Human right of Tiches; 
yet. both ſides agree and acknowledge 
them to be a right, therefore accord- 
ing to my duty , -to maintain right , 
I am bound to juſtific and uphold 
Tithes, 

. Aﬀer all this out-cry againſt Tithes, 
do the Quakers think the paying and recet- 
ving of them to be a ſin ? 

Par. Do you think that all this fiir 
could have been, if they thought it 
not a. ſin to demand and receive 
Tithes? 

Min. What is (in ? 

Par. The tranſgreſſion of the Law , x 


Jobn 3, ue 


L 4 Ming 


1 Cor. 4 
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Min. Now ſhew me a Law againſt 
Tithesz If it be the tranſgreſhon of a 
Divine Law , ſhew the Texts if of an 
Human Law, ſhew the Statute. *Tis 
the Opponents part to provez and if 
we be faulty, you muſt ſhew where- 
in, and the Accuſcr muſt make good his 
Charge. 

Par. You are very faulty in intima- 
ting that the 2uakers can produce no 
Texts againſt Tithes, for you cannot 
be ignorant that they ' have produced 
ſeveral 3 as that in Jeremiah 5.31. The 
Prophets propheſie falſly, and. the Prieſts 
bear rule by their Means. Iſaiah 65, 
T1. Every one for his gain from bis quar- 
ter, 

Min. IT muſt confeſs I have ſeen 
theſe in many of their Books , and by 
ſome ©rakers they have been urged to 
my ſclt 3 but when I reflect hereupon, I 
cannot forbear concluding that they 
diſcover not only a ſottiſh ignorance, but 
downright diſhoneſty herein. 

Par, Make good your charge. 

Min, Can there be more otti(h 1gno- 
rance , than to apply Jeremiah's words 
cither againſt Tithes, or the Mainten- 
ance of the Miniſtry under the Goſpel ? 
apd that 1. may manifeſt thcir folly, let 
me tell you a tiory parallel to this caſe; 


Two men diſputing when Guns had 


f F their 
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their firſt inventionz One faid that a 
certain Monk ( as he was making 
ſome Chymical Experiment ) acciden- 
tally found out Powder, &c. and con- 
ſequently Guns muſt come after: ' The 
other dated their original to be of as 
long a ſtanding as David's dayes, bc- 
cauſe he ſaith in one Pſalm, O Lord, I have 
kept thine Ordinances: which was impe(- 
{ible for him to have kept, had there not 
been Guns then. 

Par. Why do you bring in hcre this idlc 
ſtory ? 

Min. To convince you that the Qra- 
kers uſe the Prophets words as idly, 
and as little to the purpoſe : For it is as 
proper to ſay, that Ordinances lignine 
Guns in the Text quotcd, as to fay that 
Means in the Prophet's ſenſe tignife Tithcs, 
Maintenance , or any other Eſtate. The 
Prieſts bear rule by their Means ; that is, 
by the means or procurcinents of thoſe 
falſe Prophets, or by reaſon of ther, 
And Solomon tells us, that by meas of 
an whoriſh woman a man is brought to beg- 
geryz not by rcaſon of her Eſtate, but by 
her means,7?.e. by reaſon of her inticements, 
it ſo comes to pals. 

Par, T muſt confcfs «| 
ſlight, but whercin doth t 
appear ? 


11S 1S an Over- 
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Min. That will be as apparent as their 
ignorance z They ſay Tithes are unlaw- 
ful, why then is it aid, Mal. 3.8. Will 
a men rob God? yet ye bave robbed me : 
but ye ſay, wherein have we robbed thee? 
in Tithes and Offerings. 

Par. You arc to conceive, that Mala- 
chi lived during the continuance of the 
Law, and Burrough's will yield that 
Tithes then were of Gods commandment, 
of heavenly ordination , &c. What then 
ſignifies the Text in Malachi, for Tithes 
in the time of the Goſpel ? 

Min, Here it is, that Q#akers diſcover 
their diſhoneſty , in acknowledging Tithes 
of an heavenly ordination under the old 
Teſtament, and yet condemn them by 
producing Texts out of the Prophets 
who lived under the ſame diſpenſation , 
which they knew did both allow and com- 
mand Tithes. 
| Par, I muſt confeſs I am not furniſht 
with a Reply to this; how well ſoever 
others may. 

Min. 1 told you before, that Tithes 
and other Church Revenues have been 
{etled by thoſe that were actually ſeized 
of them 'in Law; now if the Quakers 
can prove from the Laws of God, or 
right reaſon, that it's not lawful for e- 
very one to do what he will with his 
own, and conſequently, that he may 

| | nor 
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not ſettle Tithes, Lands, or Moneys 
upon the Clergy, then they do ſome- 
thing to the purpoſe; it not, they do 
but beat the Air with empty words, 
and you have reaſon to look upon them (as 
indeed they are) a company of Cheats and 
Impoſtors. 

Par. All this while you do not con- 
ſider that Tithes are a great oppreſſion 
to all ſorts'of people concern'd in the pay- 
ment of them. 

Min. So all Tenants may as reaſonably 
ſay; that the payment of Rent to their re- 
ſpective Landlords, is a National burthen 
and oppreſſion, 

Par, There is not the ſame reaſon; 
for every Landlord will tell you that he 
(or ſome for him } purchaſed their reſpe- 
Rive Tenements upon a valuable conlidcra» 
tion. 

Min. But the main queſtion is behind , 
Whether they purchaſed the Tithes with 
thoſe Tenements , if not , where is your 
grievance ? 

Par, Do you ſuppoſe then that Tithes 
are no grievance ? 

Min. None at all, neither to the Land- 
lord nor Tenant, 

Par, Prove this. 


Min. 
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Min, You cannot be ignorant that c- 
very Purchaſer buys his Land according 
to the Rent it gives, and every Te- 
nant payes Rent according to the con- 
veniencies he enjoys. Now it a Tenant 
ſtand charged with Tithes , Taxes, chict 
Rents, and the like, theſe are computed 
to every Occupant, according, to which 
he models his Rent : and though he pays 
theſe duces and duties ( as they are cal- 
led ) yet are they no inconvenience to 
him , becauſe he pays lefs Rent in con- 
ſidcration thereof. Neither is it any in- 
convenience to the Landlord, becauſe 
his purchaſe was according to that Rent, 
and the Land he bought, he knew (or 
might have known ) was lyable to theſe 
charges. 

Par. Here muſt nceds be ſome miſtake, 
for were I to ſell my Eſtate, I could not 
have fo much tor it by a conſiderable ſum, 
becauſe it ſtands charged with the payment 
of Tithes: And if this be no grievance, 
judge you. 

Min. But pray ſatische me whether 
you gave not as conliderable a fum les 
upon this conſideration, when you bought 
itz it fo, will you fcll what you never 
bought ? Where then is that intolerable 
grievance, which I perceive is no where to 
be found, but i1 the mouths of Fanaticks, 
and ill aftectcd pcovle ? 


Par, 
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Par. But I pray you reſolve me thus 
much, where the Apoſtles had Tithes , 
Glebes, and the like ? 

Min. 1 confeſs the Apoſtles had not 
the Tithes in their dayes, and you ought” 
not to bring this for an Argument, be- 
cauſe they could not have them if they 
would; for they were not only perſe- 
cuted by the Civil Authority , but the 
Levites themſelves were in poſſeſſion of 
them 3; which they kept during the con- 
tinuance of their Nation and Temple. 
Beſides, you ought to conſider , that 
Tithes, or any other fixed Maintenance, 
was utterly inconſiſtent with their un- 
fixed fate of Lite 3 being to preach the 
Goſpel in all Nations , they became an 
improper Maintenance for them 3 and 
belides, you are to conſider, that the 
Apoſiles needed them not, for as they 
had their Gifts, ſo their Maintenance 
by a miraculous Providence. Lwke 22, 
35» And he ſaid unto them, when I 
ſent you without Purſe , and Scrip, and 
ſhooes, lacked ye any thing ? and they ſaid, 
Nothing, 

Par. Ought not you then to be in all 
things, as were the Apolſiles ? 


Miz, 
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Min. 1f you conciude that we muſt 
be in all things, as were the Apoltles, 
then muſt you of the Laity, now do 
as the Laity did then, - who ſold their 
poſſeſſions, and laid them down at the 
Apoſtles feet, Afis 4- And I can argue 
the one, with the fame reaſon you can 
the other. But I have one Query, 
wherein I ſhall deſire your anſwer, Whe- 
ther the Qzakers think it lawful to pay 
the King his Revenues ? 

Par. You know the Qzakers willingly 
pay the Kiog all his dues, which they do 
tor Conſcienceſake. 

Miz. Therefore , for Conſcience fake, 
they ought to pay us our Tithes , 1.be- 
cauſe the King commands it 3 2. be- 
cauſe he hath fo conliderable a Revenue 
out of them, I mcan the Firſt-fruits 
and Tenths, which is one of the fair- 
elt Flowers belonging to the Crown. 
Now how can we pay the King his 
dues out of our Tithes, if we receive 
them not ? So that in becoming ene- 
mics to the Clergies right, the Nua- 
kers are indeed enemies to the King's 
rights, by which the Government is up- 
held and ſupportcd, 


Par; 
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Par. But do you not think it a fad 
thing, that the pooreſt perſon ſhould 
be as lyable as the richeſt to the payment of 
Tithes ? 

Min. This is no more injuſtice, than 
for a poor man ro pay Rent to his 
Landlord z and the charge might as 
well , nay much more, reach the Prieſts 
under the Law, as the Clergy in the 
time of the Goſpel 3 and it's well known 
that the moſt poor and needy are no 
ſufferers by the payment of Tithes , but 
rather gainers 3 for by this means, they 
find that relief, which they could not 
have if it were otherwiſe. 

Par. But are not the Miniſters , that 
receive Tithes, Hirelings z and do they 
not ſell the Word of God, and make 
merchandize of the fouls of their peo- 

le ? 

, Min. Do you call the receiving ot 
their rights, a (ſelling of their peoples 
fouls ? what a wretched uncharitableneſs 
is this ; You know the King has twelve 
Judges, who are to moderate and de- 
termine betwixt party and party , and 
theſe have an honourable allowance from 
the Exchequor , will you therefore ſay 
that they are Hirelings, and fell Ju- 
ſtice? and is not ours the ſame caſe? 
Is it not ſaid, Laks 10. 7. The Labourer 
is wortby of bis hire? Is it not then yery im 
Propcr 
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proper to upbraid Miniſters with the name 
of Hirclings, when their Salary is called 
hire ? 

Par. IT perccive you do think that the 
Quakers do molt injurioully ſtile you Hire- 
lings 3 yet the Covetouſnels of the Clergy 
hath given us occalion to tcar, that bereave 
you of your preterments, and you would 
{oon abandon your Proftcihon. 

Miz.1 hope many of us can appeal to the 
Searcher of hearts, that we embraced the 
Miniliry upon better grounds thanTempo- 
ral Interclis. And do not the Quakers, and 
other enemies of the Clergy, rafhly uſurp 
God*s Prerogative, in judging ' of mens fc- 
cret aftections and intentions, and charging 
them with ſuch things, as none but God 
himſclt can have inſpection into ? And tho 
the Secular care of ſome of the Clergy, for 
the maintenance of their Families, have been 

cxceihvez yet what doth this prove againſt 
the Miniſtry it ſelf, or againſt other Mini- 
ſters, who principally intending and indea- 
vouring the falyation of the Souls commit- 
ted to their charge, do in the mean time 
both receive, and imploy their Tithes with 
a good Conſcience, to none but neceſlary 
and charitable uſes ? I pray you therefore, 
ask your own Conſcience, Whether it were 
likely to-be Reafon, or rather Envy , that 
drew up this Charye againſt us. 
Par. But I had almoſt forgot to demand 
* Of 
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of you, for what reaſon the Quakers ſhould pay their 
tithes, when by their ſeparation they have no bene- 
hit of your Miniſtry ? 

Min, The Miniſter is not to blame for their {e- 
paration, or lack of that benefit, but defires they 
would enjoy it, while he is attending his Office.Shall 
then their publick contempt of Gods Ordinances , 
give them a priviledge to invade another mans right 
and property ? and becauſe they negle& their duty, 
ſhall therefore our Free-hold ſuffer 2? If our prefer- 
ments were precarious, or did we wholly depend on 
the good will of our people for what we enjoy,your 
Argument then would have a better face» but as 
for our tithes they are ancient ſetled maintenances,and 
therefore we look upon our ſclves tobe no more ob- 
liged to the people for the payment of them, than a 
Land-lord is to his Tenant for the payment of his 
Rent, as Ihave proved to you before. 

Par.I muſt conte(s my ſelf to have lived under a mis 
ſtake in theſe things: But I have another thing to tell 
you,which hasa long time been a great offence to mez 
and that is to fee Clergy-men go to Law for their 
Dues, and ſometimes for ſmall and inconfiderable 
ſums,to the great diſhonour of their Funion, and 
Reproach of Religion it (elf. 

Min.If it be their ducs they ſue for,then the reco- 
vering of them by Courſe of Law, (when fair means 
have proved fruitleſs)will have no injuſtice in it 3 fo 
that indeed you miſplace the Crime, which. is not in 
him that brings the Action, but in thoſe who have gi- 
ven juſt occaſion for it. The High-way-thiet may 
as well implcad the Juſtice of an Hue and Cry, 
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as the Quakers ſach a lawful Proſecution. 

| Whereas you ſay, The Action is ſometimes for 
an inconſiderable fum,The leſs the ſum is,the leſs ex- 
cuſe men have for the Non-payment of it. If a»Noblc 
man (be his Patrimony never ſo large) ſue tor the 
{ſmalleſt Chief-rent belonging to his eſtate , it's 
thought neither injuſtice nor uncharitableneſs in him 
ſo to do becauſe thereby he does but fecure his In- 
heritance.Now aClergy-man in ſuing,though for his 
ſmalleſt dues,hath not- only as good a right, but a 
more noble end, becauſe it is for the ſecuring ' of 
that,which is not ſo much his own, as GodsTitlc,and 
dedicated to his ſervice to all generations;And there- 
fore the Incumbent upon each Benefice fs obliged in 
Conſcience extirely to preſerve God's and the Chur- 
ches Right.and that not only for himfelf, but for his 
Succeſſors toall Poſterity. This therefore appearing 
thus to be his duty, is by you impriouſly accuſed for 
Covctouſneſs,Oppreſſion,or Uncharitablencis, (it be- 
ing the greater uncharitableneſs in you to judge fo) 
for as for thoſe in his Pariſh who are truly necdy and 
!n diftreſs, he may.notwirthftanding this, relieve them 
according to his ability, inſuch ways and ſeaſons, as 
his difcretion {hall ſee molt expedient, without yield- 
ing up any thing of che Churches dues: to thofe who 
do wiltully either deny,or neglect to pay them. 

Par, But the main queſiion is behind, Whether 
there be any occalion at all which may juſtific going 
to Law ? | 

Min,You cannot ſuppoſe that a Nation can fublilt 
without Government, neither can you ſuppoſe a Go- 
vernment without Laws: And of what t1gnihication 
are 
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afe'Laws, where men are denicd the uſe and benefit 
of them? Laws are deſigned for the exerciſe of diſtri- 
butive juſtice, + to- help them to right that ſuffet 
wrong : 'and- thereby to be a hedge and fence to c- 
very mans right and-property - Therefore going to 
Law (upon a juſt Action) is no- more, than making 
an honeſt appeal to-the Government for remedy, 
which cannot be unlawful;cill Government it ſelf be 
proved ſo, 

- Par, I ſhould approve of your difconrſe as very 
reaſonable,did it not contradict thcApolile's in 1Cor, 
6.1. Dare any of you, having a matter ag int another, 
go' to' Law , before the unjuſt, and not before the 
Sainte? * 7». 

- Min. You-miſtake'the Apoſtle; For firſt you triuſt 
not'think that either'that paſſage of the Apoſtle, ' or 
any other part ot the word of God, doth contradic& 
Right Reaſon,or prohibit whatever-is {5 requiſite to 
the rcliet of the common and evidcnt neceſſities of 
Mankind. + 

2, Other Scriptures do both allow and cſtabliſh 
ſecularGovernment.and enjoyn obedience to theCivil 
Powers, even to thoſe that were Heathen, and call 
them God's Ordinance, Kom:13. 1, 2. and command 
Magiſtratcs to proſecute with all diligence and inte- 
grity all Ads of publick juſtice, 2 Chron.19.6,7.Fſa.r. 
17. And this implies the warrantablenels of going to 
Law 3 for how ſhall injur'd perſons be righted and 
defended by the Magiltrate, if it be not lawful for 
them-to bring their Cauſes before him, that is, to go 
to Law ? | 
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3.If you read on in that Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, 
you will tind that the fault he reproves in the Co- 
rinthians is not all going to Law upon neceſſary and 
juſt occaſions,but their bringing their private quar- 
rels and diſorders,before the unjuſt,that is; before the 
Unbelievers (which were the Heathen and Inkdel - 
Judges) as he interprets himſelf inv.6. But brother 
goeth to Law with brother,and that before the unbelie- 
vers. Which would have been to the ſcandal and re- 
proach of Chriſtianity among thoſe who hated it,and 
who would improve ſuch occaſions to bring it into 
greater derifion. And he exhorts them v. 7. rather to 
take a great deal of wrong,and to ſuffer themſelves to 
be defrauded, (viz.in their private rights )than thus 
to go to Law one with another,tq expoſe their Chri- 
ſtian Profeſſion to ſo open Contempt,and to give oc- 
cafion to the enemies of God to blaſpheme. 

But fourthly, Though the Apoſile there forbid all 
ſuch unbrotherly contentions,and bringing them be- 
fore Intidel-Judges 3 yet he there (if you mark) ap- 
points them a Judicature, before which they might 
lawfully bring their reaſonable and juſt Complaints, 
that is, a Chriſtian Judicature, conliſting of Belzever s, 
2.1, And expoſtulates with them ſharply for not 
having appointed ſuch a Court among themſelves, 
before whom wronged perſons might bring their 
Cauſes pertaining to this life, v.2,3,4,5- While there- 
fore we live under a Chriſtian Prince governing us 
by Chriſtian Laws, and appointing us Courts contiſt- 
ing of ChriſtianJudges, we cannot ſuppoſe our ſelves 
to be in the fore-cited Scripture forbidden to make 
application to them in caſcs juſt and neceſſary, Y 
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Par.I have given you diligent attention, and can- 
not but thank you for the ſatisfactory account you 
have given me,for I muſt needs acknowledge my ſelf 
convinced by you of the unreaſonablenels of my 
ſcruple, and of taking any Scripture in ſucha ſenſe, 
as makes void all Law and Government : But when 
I come in a Quakers Mecting,lI fear, new doubts will 
ariſc,and when I hear them ſpeak ſuch things as I can- 
not an{wer,l am apt to conclude their Arguments to 
be unanſ{werable. 

Min.lt ſo:then you have reaſon to obſerve in your 
ſelf fach an unſtableneſs of mind.,as is common to the 
vulgar 3 no queſtion but your wavering mind would 
be under the fame perplexities, did you frequent 
the meetings of other Separatilts. A Jeſuite,Soctnian, 
Pelagian,nay , A Twrk or Jew,might bring ſuch argu- 
ments,in vindication of their reſpe&tive Hereſics and 
Tenents, as might puzle you to give a ſolution to 3 
would you theretore conclude them all-in the right? 
If you hear the Quakers bring ſuch reaſons in vindi- 
cation of their tenents and ways, as your felt cannot 
anſwer, will you conclude they are unan{werable ? 
And becauſe you know not a way to China and Fa- 
pan, will you therefore ſuppoſe, there are no ſuch 
Countries, at leaſt no way to them ? The contidera- 
tion of this inſtability of yours, ſhould teach 
you, 

1.Humility,not to look upon your ſelf as a perſon 
fit to trult to your own judgment,not to be conhdent 
in your own opinion, nor to lean to your own under- 
ſtanding,Prov.3 +5» | 
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2, Prudence, to withdraw your ſelf wholly from 
theMectings of thoſe, by whoſe Sophiſtrics your judg- 
ment is in moſt danger to be perverted,and to be car- 
ried away from thoſe good Principles you have al- 
ready recover*d,and of the ſoundneſs and reaſonable- 
neſs whereof you have already confeſs'd your ſelf 
* convinced and ſatisfied. For to be led away by a gad- 
ding humor to everyConventicle and irregularMeet- 
ing, is a preſumption, which may. provoke God to 
withdraw his prote&ion from you,and to give. you up 
to a'{pirit of deluſion,which makes it very neceſſary 
toadviſe you to keep out of harms way,and the reach 
ofſo taking an InfeQtion. | 
; And 3. it is hence fit and ſeaſonable to exhort you to 
be willing to be.taught, and to that end to have re- 
courſe unto pious and ſober men, eſpecially Miniſters 
' of the Goſpel,who,being by their education and call- 
ing,ſeparated toStudy andDevotion,arc the fiteſt per- 
ſons to adviſe you and reſolve your ſcruples, they be- 
ing ſuch as,by your own experience and acknowledg- 
ment,have adminiſter'd to you the moſt rational ſatis- 
faction. Youare ready to confult a Phylitranin order 
to your health, and'to take the advice of a Lawyer 
for the ſettlement cf your eftate,ard methinks iv mat- 
ters of Religion and Conſcience; a Divine will be no 

WT. leſs fit ta be 'confulted with, ' ThePrieſts 
Mal,2:7. Iips ſhould keep knowledge,and they ſhould 
ſeek, the Law at his mouth, for heis the | 

Meſſenger of thel.ord of Hoſts, And in caſe/of doubts 
our Church advifeth you to conſult eitheryour own, 
*Z£xbort to the Or {ome other diſcre&and'learned Mi- 
tommunics, nilter of Gods word, &c. * And when 
? you 
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you have compared theDiſcourſes of theQuakers and 
the Miniſters of our Church together, and weigh'd 
them. well,and contider'd them in your heartzI doubt | 
not but you will judge our Doctrine to be in your #8 
Conſcience moſt agreeable to right reaſon, and to 
make moſt to the honour of God, and the promoting 
of godlineſs,rightcouſnels and ſobriety, 
wherein the ſum of Religion confiſts. 7" Tir.2.12 # 
Iu which things you will find the Do- -* 
Arine of -our:Church far toexcced the new upſtart  - 
tenents of the Quakers. OS 
Par, You cannot call their Dorines new, when © 
they are the ſame which the PrimitiveChriſtians had ©; 
in the Apoltles days. - 
Min.Y ou may ealily perceive this to be a manifeſt #4 
untruth: : For you *know the Primitive Chriſtians :"*. 
were quite different from the Quakers 3 They did? ' 
not contemn the two great Ordinances of theGoſpel,%;* B# 
Baptiſm an1 the Supper of the Lord, but with due 
veneration received both, as'I am ready to make ap+x 
pear at hrge,when there is occalion for it. ThePri=*&" 
mitiveChriltians had Biſhops and Deacons to govern#%; 
and teach them,and when they had them did not re 
vile them, as do the Quakers; And theſe were ordainats 
ed to their FunEions by prayer and impcſitiono8* 
hands. The Primitive Chriltians had no Womerw# 
teachers, being oblervant of Saint Pau/P*s injun@tionspF; 
who faid in plain words, that it was #4 ſhame for 4 
woman to fheak, in the Church, tCor.14.35, The Pro 
mitive Chrittians had no filent Meetings, as the Qua® 
kers have,and when you hear again of any more ſuc 
pray as; ther, how reaſonable it is for them to calf 
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Preaching Miniſtzes dumb dozs. The Primitive 


V0 PAM tres 4 rg FEY - 


Chriſtians did not contemptuoufly call the Temple, 

+ Sce Plal, 74. where nor the | Syngoguez, nor 
you Will fiad rhem cal- houſzs of Prayer,Stceple-hou- 
led (in 9; dg ſes 3 but reſorted to them to 
> 10 jay tearh che people,and perform 
v.8.)che Synagogues of fhclr Devotions. Thus. did 
G34d; being delicared our Saviour Foh.18.20, Luk, 
to his Worſhip and Ser- 4.16, and fo did the Apoſtles 
mog0s AA.2. and cap.13.5. But it 
may be made evident that *tis not the PrimitiveChri- 


ſtians, but th Scrib2s and Phariſees wiom the Qua- 


kers do imitate, wio place Religion in external Ob- 
ſervances,while they negle& the weightier things of 
the Law. | 

Par, I could have been glad we had time to have 
debated theſe laſt particulars more fully, concerning 
the - _ Non-conformity to the Primitive 

urch. 

Min.So ſhould I ; And ſhall hereafter be ready to 
beſtow my pains hereingas Providence ſhall give oc- 
calion and affiltance. In the mean time I muſt refer 
the ſuccel(s of theſe preſent endeavours and Counſels I 
have beſtowed on you, to your careful remembrance, 
and impartial conſideration , and to the bleſſing of 
God,who only is able to lead you into all Truth, to 
whole grace I commit you, and heartily bid you 
Farewell, 


BE 7 = 


